
The committee that will guide 
planning for the grandest celebration 
in Southern Miss history has begun its 
work in preparation for the University's 
Centennial in 2010. Led by co-chairs 
Dr. Alvin Williams, interim dean of the 
College of Business and Rex Kelly, a 
former Mississippi Power executive and a 
past president of the Alumni Association, 
as well as honorary chair Dr. Aubrey K. 
Lucas, president emeritus, the committee 
will serve as the oversight body for the 
100th anniversary celebration. 

The University was 
founded as Mississippi 
Normal College by 
legislative act on 
March 30, 1910. 
Through the years, 
the institution 
has been known 
by four names, 
beginning with 
Mississippi Normal College, then State 
Teachers College, Mississippi Southern 
College and finally The University of 
Southern Mississippi.

“The Centennial Committee will deter-
mine and guide the purpose and direction 
of all Centennial-related events,” said 
Jennifer Payne, Centennial Celebration 
coordinator for the University. “This 

diverse group of individuals will help 
shape a celebration that will both honor 
our institution’s proud past and highlight 
its promising future.”

Appointed by University President 
Martha Saunders, the collection of 50 
individuals representing various con-
stituencies, including alumni, faculty, 
staff, students and administrators, held its 
initial meeting Oct. 1, 2007, and estab-
lished that the Centennial Celebration will 
consist of a number of events throughout 

the 2010 calendar year. In addition, 
the committee selected a theme 

for the momentous celebra-
tion, “A Treasured Past. A 

Golden Future.”
“Celebrating our 

Centennial is a once 
in a lifetime op-
portunity,” Saunders 
said. “We have put 
together an outstand-

ing committee to oversee our celebra-
tion. As the excitement grows and plans 
develop, we lay the foundation for not 
only the celebration, but also the creation 
of Southern Miss history.”

The committee will meet bi-annu-
ally throughout 2008 and 2009. More 
information can be found at www.usm.
edu/centennial.
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Call for Archives
In conjunction with the Centennial Celebration, the University is seeking 

notable archives, such as a copy of the first issue of The Student Printz, as 
well as any important photographs, diaries or documents that alumni would 
be willing to donate to Southern Miss. If you have an item you would like to 
contribute to University Archives, please contact Jennifer Payne, Centennial 

Celebration coordinator, at 601.266.4095 or jennifer.l.payne@usm.edu 
or Diane DeCesare Ross, curator of Archives, Manuscripts and Digital 

Collections, at 601.266.5592 or diane.ross@usm.edu.

Centennial 
CommitteeDr. David Wolf of Tuscaloosa, Ala., 

has been selected as the University's vice 
president for advancement.

Wolf, most recently assistant vice 
president for development at the 
University of Alabama, began his du-
ties at Southern Miss on Feb. 1 and is 
overseeing Foundation activities and 
fund development. The selection ended 
a three-month national search for the 
cabinet-level position.

“David Wolf brings a wealth of expe-
rience to this position. He has served in 
a myriad of roles in university advance-
ment and comes to us with high praise 
from people with whom he has worked. 
He is a man with high energy and a 
vision. I look forward to having him on 
my team,” said Dr. Martha Saunders, 
University President.

“I am honored to have the opportu-
nity to join President Saunders and The 
University of Southern Mississippi. I look 
forward to working with the alumni, 
friends, faculty and staff of the University 
in building an exceptional advancement 
team.  My family and I are excited to be a 
part of the Southern Miss family and the 
Hattiesburg community,” said Wolf.

Wolf earned his doctorate from the 
University of North Texas and holds master’s 
and bachelor’s degrees from the University 
of Texas at Arlington. He also is a 2006 
graduate of Harvard University’s Management 
Development Program in the Graduate School 
of Education Institute for Higher Education.

He has served in a variety of university 
positions including director of university 
leadership gifts and director of athletic 
development at Alabama; vice president 

for development at Cameron University in 
Lawton, Okla., and director of university 
development at UT-Arlington.

He and his wife, Ashli, have two chil-
dren, Joseph, 7, and Ava Shaye, 2.
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“Celebrating our Centennial is 
a once in a lifetime opportunity.”

- University President Martha Saunders

Geography information technology major Amanda 
Smith overlooks the Red Bluffs on a foggy morning. 

The Red Bluffs, which is located near Columbia, 
was one of the stops for a geography mini-session 

course. Geography instructor Jerry Coleman 
spent a week teaching students in his class called 

Geography of Mississippi. Coleman and the 
students traveled to various cities within Mississippi 

to learn more about the geography and culture 
that make the state unique.

Mississippi residents and business leaders 
now have free, instant  access to comprehen-
sive economic data for the state of Mississippi 
and the United States from 1969-2005 through 
a new interactive Web site, thanks to the 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research in 
the College of Business (COB).

The COB announced the launching of 
the Mississippi Regional Economic Analysis 
Project at the college’s first Economic Outlook 
Conference in Hattiesburg on Jan. 10. The Web 
site, located online at http://www.pnreap.org/
mississippi, provides economic and demo-
graphic data for all 82 Mississippi counties, as 
well as for the United States. The current data 
available runs to 2005.

The software for the project was created 
by Gary W. Smith, director of the Pacific 
Northwest Regional Economic Analysis Project, 
and the data was compiled by the Regional 
Economic Measurement Division of the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis. 

The Mississippi Regional Economic 
Analysis Project will be financially supported 
and maintained by the Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research.

College Offers Free 
Access to Economic Data 
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