Council of Chairs

Minutes – April 6, 2006

Fritzsche-Gibbs Hall Room 114, 12:15 p.m.

Present: Jim Flanagan, Mike Forster, Jay Norton, Barton Spencer, Ron Styron
Mike gave a report regarding the March meeting with Connie Wyldmon, Director of Sponsored Programs Administration and verified the upcoming meeting between chairs and iTech representatives on April 21st at 9:00 a.m.
Mike reported on a conversation he had with Dr. George Carter regarding the evolving role of the department chair. They discussed the idea of having a panel discussion on this topic, perhaps in May.
Mike reported that the recent proposal regarding graduate assistantships is still being discussed but no official statements regarding its possible implementation have been disseminated. Some discussion of this topic followed.

There was some discussion regarding the use of non-tenure-track faculty to meet the needs of the university, teaching 4-course loads, and what titles are used for them by the university.

There was some discussion regarding money provided to IHL by the legislature for raises and IHL’s announcement of tuition increases that followed soon after. In the near future the issue of how it will be distributed (across the board raises or merit raises) will need to be addressed.

Mike described a conversation with Faculty Senate president Bill Powell regarding the possible creation of an ad hoc committee to examine the issue of online syllabus review. Jay Norton noted that there is a system in place for online syllabus review already. The staff of the Learning Enhancement Center are checking syllabi only to be sure SACS requirements are met. Mike’s understanding was that the potential committee would discuss whether or not there is a need to subject online course syllabi to LEC for review. Mike stated that he would check with Bill Powel to gain a more focused understanding of the intent of such a committee.

Mike, speaking on behalf of Jimmy McGuire, stated that nothing formal has occurred regarding changes in payment for alternative learning course instruction. The university is adhering to the original payment proposal until the end of this calendar year. They will revisit the issue later in the year and might make adjustments.

There followed some discussion regarding a recently distributed comparison of salaries between major state universities. Some felt that the salary averages compiled for Southern Miss were inaccurate and that we did not compare well with other university faculty salaries.

Mike ended the meeting by addressing the topic of Council officer succession. At the end of the June meeting there will be a change of these officers: Chair, Chair Elect, and Secretary. Nominations will be needed before then and will likely be accomplished via email. There is also a need to conduct elections of council members in the colleges.

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by Barton Spencer

