Council of Chairs / Minutes / 2 April 2009



Location: Fritzsche-Gibbs 114

Present: Dr. Susan Hubble-Burchell, Dr. Chris Campbell, Dr. David Duhon, Dr. Michael Miles, Dr. Edward Mann, Dr. J. Norton, Dr. Leah Fonder-Solano, Dr. Kathleen Yadrick
Guests: Provost Bob Lyman, Dr. Dick Conville (representing Academic Council/GEC committee), Dr. Bill Powell, Julie Howdeshell (IE), Kathryn Lowery (IE), Stacey Reischman (Theater and Dance)
Chair Yadrick called the meeting to order at 12:05.

1.0 Approval of agenda: Council approved agenda.

2.0 Approval of minutes: deferred
3.0 Committee Reports: deferred
4.0 Old Business

4.1 Gen Ed assessment of senior capstone courses/SACS Gen Ed Assessment requirements and timeline/expectations of departments/academic units: our meeting time was devoted to a discussion of this topic.  

A significant concern expressed by chairs and directors was that GEC capstone requirements are usurping program priorities and content in the capstone courses.  This is a particular concern for programs that have specific accreditation requirements for their capstone courses.  

Another concern was the lateness of the request to meet particular GEC assessment needs spring 2009 within the context of the capstone courses.  

Dr. Powell and Julie Howdeshell described the necessity of fulfilling SACS assessment requirements for the GEC, also noting that the general education requirements originated from and were approved by Academic Council.  Chairs noted that having multiple uniform assessment measures that must be completed by all senior students enrolled in capstone courses is burdensome, and takes a considerable amount of time from the capstone courses to complete.  Dr. Duhon discussed the value of having regular assessments of student cohorts with a common, nationally used assessment tool, as has been done with CoB students.  Julie Howdeshell described other approaches that have been tried to obtain university-wide assessment data, including having only a sample of students complete the assessment instruments.  These approaches have not been successful in generating the data needed to properly evaluate the GEC.  Dr. Conville noted that the General Education Committee of Academic Council is compiling a GEC handbook that will enable establishing a regular GEC assessment calendar so that departments can better plan for assessments.  He also noted that the General Education Committee will begin reviewing the general education core in the next academic year.  Dr. Lyman acknowledged the concerns of chairs relative to the tension between program and GEC requirements.       
5.0 New Business

5.1 Upcoming election of chair-elect, secretary – deferred due to time constraints
5.2 Summer meeting schedule – deferred due to time constraints
6.0 Announcements

Meeting adjourned at 1:45.
