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Dr. Raymond Monsour Scurfield is a professor in the School of Social Work at the University of 
Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast. He is a Vietnam veteran and worked for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for 25 years and has directed PTSD mental health programs in a number of 
locations. He is recognized nationally and internationally for his expertise in PTSD in both 
combat veterans and disaster survivors. This expertise comes from his many years of experience 
in working with others in the mental health profession and his own personal experience of being 
a veteran who experienced war as a psychiatric social work officer.  
 
By reading the synopsis of each book, one can discover how Dr. Raymond Monsour Scurfield 
takes readers on a journey from his first days in Vietnam until the very present, going back with 
him on several trips with other veterans, and then the questions need to be addressed in how the 
past has affected the way the veterans of today's wars are being treated. Dr. Scurfield shares his 
personal journey as well as sharing quotes and experiences from many other veterans. His 
personal sharing allows us to see deeply into his thoughts and how his strategies and innovative 
therapies for treating combat veterans can be used in the field of mental health. These books can 
open doors for active duty military members and veterans, as well as offer guidance to their 
families and other community members.  
 
Personally, I wondered what impact this series of books would have on me. I am not a veteran, I 
have a son who served eight years in the Marines, but is a non-combat veteran. So...should 
others like me take the time to read these books? They are not what I would call an "easy read" 
whatsoever, but I would call them an "essential read," for all of us have been impacted by war 
and know people that are struggling with PTSD issues. For me, having the input of "other 
voices" beyond Dr. Raymond Scurfield's allowed me to hear the stories from more than one 
voice and helped me to "experience" through them, the impact that war had on each and every 
one of them. Dr. Scurfield is an expert whose voice is being heard around the world. Anyone 
who is experiencing PTSD or knows someone struggling with PTSD would be wise in reading 
these books. They would be a wonderful resource for mental health professionals. We may not 
have learned enough from Vietnam, but Dr. Scurfield brings us the hope that we need for 
moving into our future.  
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