Graduate Council Minutes

The University of Southern Mississippi

December 12, 2011
The Graduate Council met at 3:00 p.m. on December 12, 2011 in McCain Library, Room 203 with Dr. Shiao Wang, Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present: Dr. Janie Butts, Dr. Marie Danforth, Dr. Hollie Filce, Dr. Trenton Gould, Dr. Jay Grimes, Dr. Jerome Kolbo, Dr. Bonnie Nicholson, Dr. Ras Pandey, Dr. Thelma Roberson, Dr. Shiao Wang, Dr. Mike Wittmann, Dr. Fei Xue and Dr. Kyle Zelner.

The following voting members were represented by proxies to constitute a quorum: Ms. Stacy Reischman Fletcher for Ms. Robin Carr, Dr. Janie Butts for Dr. Cynthia Chatham, Dr. Marie Danforth for Dr. Sabine Heinhorst and Dr. Mike Wittmann for Dr. Sharon Topping. 
The following non-voting members were present: Dr. Michael Forster, Mr. Greg Pierce, Dr. William Powell and Dr. Susan Siltanen.

The following guests were present: Ms. Desira Bailey, Ms. Linda Bass, Dr. Anita Boykins, Dr. Susan Hrostowski, Dr. Thomas Lipscomb, Ms. Kathryn Lowery, Dr. Katherine Nugent, Dr. Tom Osowski, and Ms. Dawn Porter.
1.0
Call to Order

Dr. Wang called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

2.0
Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Wang presented the agenda with the following amendments for approval. 
· Item 4.4.2.6 change SWK 612 to SWK 629

· Change item number 4.4.3.8 to 4.4.3.9

· Add item number 4.4.3.8- modify Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program online

Dr. Xue moved and Dr. Kolbo seconded a motion to approve the amended agenda. The motion passed.  
3.0
Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Wang presented the November 14, 2011 minutes for approval.  Dr. Wittmann moved and Dr. Danforth seconded a motion to approve the revised November 14, 2011 minutes.  The motion passed. 

4.0
Course and Program Proposals


4.1
College of Arts & Letters 
 4.1.1 Department of English

Dr. Wang presented the request to add an emphasis area of “English Education” in the M.A. in English. The request will remain tabled until Council receives a recommendation from PEC committee. 

4.1.2 Department of Music
Dr. Wang presented the request to add MUP 629. The request will remain tabled until Council receives a recommendation from PEC committee.
Dr. Wang presented the request to add MED 632.  The request will remain tabled until Council receives a recommendation from PEC committee.
4.2
College of Business – No Business


4.3
College of Education and Psychology – No Business

4.4
College of Health 
4.4.1 Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences
Dr. Wang presented the request to modify the Plan of Study in Speech and Hearing Sciences (Deaf Education). The request will remain tabled until Council receives a recommendation from PEC committee.
4.4.2 School of Social Work
Dr. Wang presented the request to modify SWK 603, SWK 604, SWK 614, SWK 615, and SWK 616. Dr. Roberson moved and Dr. Kolbo seconded a motion to take these courses as a group. The motion passed.  Dr. Filce moved and Dr. Kolbo seconded a motion to approve the modifications of SWK 603, SWK 604, SWK 614, SWK 615, and SWK 616. 

Dr. Wang presented the request to add SWK 629. Dr. Butts moved and Dr. Roberson seconded a motion to approve the addition of SWK 629. 

Dr. Wang presented the request to add SWK 618. Dr. Danforth moved and Dr. Xue seconded a motion to approve the addition of SWK 618. 

Dr. Wang presented the request to add SWK 619. Dr. Kolbo moved and Dr. Filce seconded a motion to approve the addition of SWK 619. 

Dr. Wang presented the request to add SWK 626. Dr. Roberson moved and Dr. Butts seconded a motion to approve the addition of SWK 626. 

4.4.3 School of Nursing

Dr. Wang presented the request to modify NSG 630, NSG 631, NSG 631L and NSG 634L. Dr. Zelner moved and Dr. Roberson seconded a motion to take these courses as a group. The motion passed.  Dr. Butts moved and Dr. Wittmann seconded a motion to approve the modification of modify NSG 630, NSG 631, NSG 631L, and NSG 634L. The motion passed. 

Dr. Wang presented the request to add NSG 635.  Dr. Xue moved and Dr. Zelner seconded a motion to approve the addition of NSG 635. The motion passed.
Dr. Wang presented the request to add NSG 635L.  Dr. Danforth moved and Dr. Xue seconded a motion to approve the addition of NSG 635L. The motion passed.

Dr. Wang presented the request to add NSG 636. Dr. Gould moved and Dr. Wittmann seconded a motion to approve the addition of NSG 636. The motion passed.

Dr. Wang presented the request to modify the Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program. Dr. Xue moved and Dr. Roberson seconded a motion to approve the modification of the Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program.  The motion passed.

Dr. Wang presented the request from the School of Nursing to be designated as a College of Nursing. Dr. Butts moved and Dr. Roberson seconded a motion to approve the recommendation to support the designation of the School of Nursing as a College of Nursing.  The motion passed.

4.5  
College of Science and Technology – No Business
4.5.1 Center for Science and Mathematics Education

Dr. Wang presented the request to modify SME 701. The request will remain tabled until Council receives a recommendation from PEC committee.
Dr. Wang presented the request to modify the Science and Mathematics Education Ph.D. degree plan. The request will remain tabled until Council receives a recommendation from PEC committee.

4.6
Graduate School – No Business
5.0
Officers Report

5.1
Chair – Dr. Shiao Wang
Dr. Wang reported that the Academic Calendar Committee met on December 8, 2011. The current proposed plan is to start classes during the third week in January in 2013 and 2014. This will avoid the problem of having a shortened summer semester but also means that winter mini-session classes will be limited to one week in 2013 and 2014.

5.2
Chair Elect – Dr. Fei Xue
No report.

5.3 
Corresponding Secretary – Dr. Susan Siltanen
No report.

5.4
Parliamentarian – Dr. Susan Siltanen



No report.
6.0
Standing Committee Reports

6.1 
Bylaws Committee – Dr. Sharon Topping


No report.
6.2 
Credentials Committee – Dr. Sabine Heinhorst
Dr. Siltanen presented the Credentials report for December 2011 for approval.  The report was approved. (see attached) 
6.3
Election Committee – Dr. Monika Gehlawat
No report.
6.4       Policies and Procedures Committee – Dr. Bonnie Nicholson
Dr. Nicholson presented a handout on the charge given to the Committee regarding permission for undergraduate students to register for graduate credit as a non-degree student. The report was approved. (see attached)
6.5       Program Review Committee – Dr. Jay Grimes
No report.
7.0
Liaisons to University Committees


7.1
Assessment Committee- Dr. Fei Xue
Dr. Danforth reported there were two major discussions.  The first was whether there should be some intermediate score between “keep working on it for next year” and the “revise immediately”.  The idea was that the revise it now scores seemed a little harsh at times, and with some personal assistance, successful revisions could be made.  Then discussion got turned to how the second reviewer incorporated the first reviewer’s comments.  I’m not sure whether anything got totally resolved, but it sounded as if there were general support for the intermediate status idea.

The other issue was about assessment of certificate programs, first whether they needed assessment, and it was decided they did, and then how much.  The very competent young woman who seems to be the coordinator of all things assessment said she had been unofficially telling people they needed to have 3 outcomes with one measure each.  After some talk, it was voted that that could be reduced to two outcomes.

 

7.2
E-Learning Committee- Dr. Shiao Wang
Dr. Wang reported that the number of students who are taking only online classes in fall 2011 is 1,426, an increase of over 400% in three years. A total of 439 fully online classes are offered. A current challenge is to provide captioning of videos for online classes. Needs are currently being met on an ad hoc basis. Efforts are being made to find a more permanent solution, including the need to find the best mechanism to obtain the captioning and to identify the office that will be in charge.


7.3 
Teaching Evaluation Committee – Dr. Shiao Wang



Dr. Wang re-introduced the minor changes in the wording of four questions used in student evaluation of teaching. The changes were made to make the questions more suitable for evaluating instruction in both classroom and online courses. The changes were discussed initially at the September 19 Council Meeting. Council Members unanimously endorsed the changes.


7.4
Provost Council- Dr. Shiao Wang
No report.
8.0
New Business
9.0
Announcements

10.0
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2012 at 3:00. The deadline for submitting materials to the Graduate School for the Agenda is Friday, January 13, 2012.

___________________________

___________________________


Greg Pierce, Recording Secretary

Dr. Shiao Wang, Chair
GRADUATE MINUTES COURSE/PROGRAM/POLICY SUMMARY

December 12, 2011
College of Arts and Letters
Department of English

Tabled:                          Emphasis area “English Education” in M.A. in English
Department of Music

Tabled:

MED 629

Music Education Research Designs


Tabled:

MED 632

Music Education Curriculum 









Development


College of Health
Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences 



Tabled:

Plan of Study for M.S. in Education of the Deaf with a 





Concentration in Early Oral Intervention.
School of Social Work
Modify:

SWK 603


Professional Social Work







Development I.







3 hours. 
To:


SWK 603


Professional Social Work
Development I. 1 hour. 

Effective spring 2012.

Modify:

SWK 604


Professional Social Work







Development II.







3 hours. 
To:


SWK 604


Professional Social Work
Development II. 1 hour. 

Effective spring 2012.

Modify:

SWK 614


Integrative Seminar I.







3 hours. 
To:


SWK 614


Integrative Seminar I.
2 hours. Effective spring 2012.

Modify:

SWK 615


Integrative Seminar II.







3 hours. 
To:


SWK 615


Integrative Seminar II.
2 hours. Effective spring 2012.
Modify:

SWK 616


Integrative Seminar III.







3 hours. 
To:


SWK 616


Integrative Seminar III.
2 hours. Effective spring 2012.

Add:
SWK 629


Problem Solving with Families.





3 hours. Effective spring 2012.
Add:
SWK 618


Social Welfare Policy and Context.






3 hours. Effective spring 2012.
Add:
SWK 619


Research Methods for Evidence





Based Practice.3 hours.

Effective spring 2012.

Add:
SWK 626


Field Education I.






3 hours. Effective spring 2012.
School of Nursing
Modify:

NSG 630


Psychobiological Theories







and Assessment.







Change course description.








Effective summer 2013. 
Modify:

NSG 631


Psychiatric Mental Health







Nursing with Individuals.







Face to face format. 
To:


NSG 631


Family Psychiatric Mental Health
Nurse Practitioner. Face to face and online delivery format. 

Effective fall 2013.
Modify:

NSG 631L


Psychiatric Mental Health







Nursing with Individuals.







Face to face format. 3 hours.
To:


NSG 631L


Family Psychiatric Mental Health
Nurse Practitioner Practicum I.

Face to face and online delivery format. 4 hours.

Effective fall 2013.

Modify:

NSG 634L


Pharmacotherapeutic Management







of Psychiatric Clients.







Face to face format. 3 hours.
To:


NSG 634L


Family Psychiatric and Mental 








Health Nurse Practitioner
Practicum III. Face to face and online delivery format. 6 hours.

Effective summer 2014.
Add:
NSG 635


Family Psychiatric and Mental 






Health Nurse Practitioner
Diagnosis and Management with
Groups and Families. Face to face and online delivery format. 3 hours. 

Effective spring 2014.
Add:
NSG 635L


Family Psychiatric and Mental





Health Nurse Practitioner

Practicum II. Face to face and online delivery format. 4 hours. 

Effective spring 2014.
Add:
NSG 636


Pyschopharmacology. 






Face to face and online delivery 






format. 2 hours. Effective summer 





2013.

Modify:

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program.
Fully online delivery format. Effective fall 2012.

College of Science and Technology
Center for Science and Mathematics Education
Tabled:

SME 701

Issues in Science, Math and  








Technology Education

Tabled:                          Emphasis area “English Education” in M.A. in English

[image: image1.emf]DATE: December 12 , 2011

TO: Graduate Council

FM: Graduate Credentials Committee

RE: Graduate Faculty Recommendations

Name Empl ID # Department

Recommendation 

Status

Associate Level 1

Associate Level 2

Associate Level 3

Johnson, James T. 300538 Ed. Studies & Research A3

Regular Level 1

Regular Level 2

Regular Level 3

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________

Dr. Sabine Heinhorst, Chair


Permission for Undergraduate Students to Register for Graduate Credit as a Non-Degree Student
Exceptionally well-qualified undergraduate students at The University of Southern Mississippi may apply to The Graduate School for permission to take course work for graduate credit if they are within nine semester hours of meeting bachelor’s degree requirements as certified by the university registrar. If approved, the student may then register for graduate courses up to a maximum of nine semester hours of graduate credit with a total course load not exceeding 12 semester hours. The student must complete requirements for the baccalaureate degree within the first semester/term in which he or she registers for graduate courses. The student’s application for admission will not be given final approval until after he or she satisfies all requirements for the baccalaureate degree. Undergraduate students taking graduate courses must receive permission from the department chair and the dean of the Graduate School. They must complete a non-degree form for each graduate course they take. They must complete a graduate application and submit these materials to graduate admissions. The student must submit a non-degree application form and pay the application fee. 

An undergraduate student from another institution desiring to take graduate courses as listed above should file a graduate application, have a transcript sent to graduate school admissions, and receive permission from the department chair and dean of the Graduate School to take a graduate class.

Revised:

Permission for Undergraduate Students to Register for Graduate Credit as a Non-Degree Student
Exceptionally well-qualified undergraduate students at The University of Southern Mississippi may be permitted to take coursework for graduate credit. To be eligible for this opportunity, students should be within 60 hours of completion of their baccalaureate degree and have demonstrated exceptional academic potential (e.g., a GPA of 3.5 or higher in their major). Undergraduate students seeking to enroll in graduate coursework must be approved by their major department (e.g., department chair, academic advisor) and the department for which they are seeking to enroll in (if different from the major department), as well as the Dean of the Graduate School. Application must include 1) a non-degree graduate application, 2) application fee and 3) a non-degree form for each graduate course they take. If approved, the student may register for no more than 6 graduate credits in any one semester, not to exceed a total of 12 credits in the semester(s) in which they are enrolled in graduate coursework. Undergraduate students may take a maximum of 12 graduate credits. Departments may impose more stringent standards regarding the number and type of courses available to undergraduate students. Students applying for regular graduate admission will not be given final approval until all requirements for the baccalaureate degree are satisfied.  Undergraduate students participating in this option and applying for admission to a graduate degree program at USM will be held to the same admission standards and deadlines as regular applicants. 

An undergraduate student from another institution desiring to take graduate courses as listed above should file a graduate application, have a transcript sent to graduate school admissions, and receive permission from the department chair and dean of the Graduate School to take a graduate class.
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