
The University of Southern Mississippi

Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday, April 8th, 2010
McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor

The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), Colin Colbourn (History), Paul Stafford (SCM), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Wendy Jean Sonstrom (Ed. Studies & Research), Diana Guy Castellanos (NFS), Lawrence Anderson (Social Work), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health), Jackie Northrup (Political Science), Lacey Duckworth, (Computing), Amy Burden (Foreign Languages & Literature), Ronfei Geng (Technology Education), Eowyn Cenek (Math), JoEllen Aspinwall (TAD), Todd Hartlage (Polymer Science), Chris Monsour (Construction), Vanessa Underwood (Criminal Justice)

1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda
A motion to adopt the agenda was considered by Matt Stambaugh, seconded by Alice Ferguson, and unanimously approved.
3.0  Approval of Minutes – March 4th, 2010
Matt Stambaugh also entertained a motion to adopt the minutes of the March 4th meeting, which was seconded by Alice Ferguson again and unanimously passed. 

4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism

Alice thanked everyone for their help in making this year’s symposium a success. The date for the final Graduate Student 


Senate meeting was moved to Tuesday, April 27th at 12:15 PM in McCain 203. Election of officers will be held at the 


meeting. Graduate Student Senate members are encouraged to bring their respective department’s new representatives


to the meeting. 

4.2
Vice President’s Report – Colin Colbourn – History

Colin brought up some legal issues discussed at a USM focus group, with regard to online bullying and other forms


of harassment. Colin and other students agreed that educating incoming freshman and those who may be naïve about the 


subject, to help them become more informed about what they can do to be better stewards toward their peers. Some issues 
were also discussed about the university graduate orientation with regard to use of university e-platforms. Southern Miss 
would like students to conduct all of their e-platform activity (SOAR, e-mail, etc.) through the Campus Hub. 


4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology

4.4
Parliamentarian’s Report – Dr. Susan Siltanen –Dean of the Graduate School


Dr. Siltanen mentioned that the journal Synergy should be out by April 26th. She will be handing copies of the journal to 
Graduate Student Senate members at the next meeting to help distribute the journal.
5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh - MBA

5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English

5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication

Some items were raised about how we can improve next year’s symposium. These included promoting the symposium 
through more outlets and encouraging conference etiquette during sessions (e.g. not leaving in the middle of a session and 
encouraging presenters to be mindful of their allotted time for giving presentations). 

6.0 Ad-Hoc Committee Reports


6.1
Graduate Assistant Affairs Committee – Wendy Jean Sontrom – Ed. Studies & Research
7.0  Unfinished Business
8.0  New Business
9.0  Announcements
10.0  Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the meeting was entertained by Matt Stambaugh, seconded by Colin Colbourn, and passed unanimously. 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 27, 2010 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Friday, April 21, 2010.
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