
The University of Southern Mississippi

Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday February 18th, 2010
McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor

The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Eowyn Cenek (Math), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health), David Hanbury (Psychology), Joy Smithson (Speech Comm.), Jaclyn Northrup (Political Science), Lacey Duckworth, (Computing), Davida Crossley (Biology), Wendy Jean Sonstrom (Educational Studies and Research), Emily Richmond (ELSC), Vanessa Woodward (Criminal Justice), Mallika Dhar (Physics & Astronomy), Christine Selman (CISE), Elias Bahar (Construction), Amy Burden (Foreign Languages & Literature), Lynn Funkhouser (Anthropology/Sociology), John Kniec (phoned in, EWD). 
1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda

Matt Stambaugh entertained a motion to adopt the agenda, which was seconded by David Whitman and passed unanimously.

3.0  Approval of Minutes – February 4, 2010
A motion to approve the minutes of the February 4th, 2010 meeting was entertained by Jackie Northrup, seconded by David Hanbury, and passed unanimously. 

4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism

4.2
Vice President’s Report – Colin Colbourn - History

4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology

4.4
Parliamentarian’s Report – Dr. Susan Siltanen –Dean of the Graduate School
5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh - MBA

5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English

Lindsay was absent from this meeting but Dr. Siltanen provided updates on the Journal Committee. Students have been asked 

to submit manuscripts by February 25th so that they can be sent off by March 1st. Dr. Siltanen asked everyone to please speak 

with their department’s graduate coordinator to encourage submissions and answer any questions about submission 


requirements, manuscript formatting, etc. This information is also available from the Graduate Studies website. The goal is 
to be able to publish at least one paper per program in this first publication if availability of space allows.    

5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication

Joy reported on the Symposium Committee in Paul’s absence. She said that the committee has received 124 abstract 


submissions and each one has a slot to present. The committee’s need for people to chair panels has been filled as of this 
meeting (John Kniec and Vanessa Woodward volunteered). Dr. Siltanen noted each session chair will have laptops and 


someone will be checking on them to make sure there are no technical issues. Matt Stambaugh mentioned that once the 

schedule is figured out, it will be posted online and a letter will be mailed out to each of the presenters who submitted an 

abstract. Dr. Siltanen added that guests from other schools may be attending the symposium, so graduate students may be 

asked to spend some time with them and talk about graduate studies at Southern Miss. In addition to these guests, Dr. 

Orlando Taylor is the keynote speaker, and Dr. Siltanen is working on setting up an informal meeting with him and the 
Graduate Student Senate on March 25th. More details TBA.
6.0 Ad-Hoc Committee Reports


6.1
Graduate Assistant Affairs Committee – Wendy Jean Sontrom – Ed. Studies & Research
7.0  Unfinished Business
8.0  New Business
9.0  Announcements
10.0  Adjournment

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, which was entertained by Matt Stambaugh, seconded by Eowyn Cenek, and 


passed unanimously. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, March 4, 2010 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, March 2, 2010.
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