The University of Southern Mississippi

Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday January 28th, 2010
McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.


Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor

The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health Science), Todd Hartlage (Polymer Science), Lindsay Walker (English), Paul Stafford (Speech Comm.), Jackie Northrup (Political Science), Rongfei Geng (Tech. Ed.), Wendy Jean Sonstrom (Educational Studies and Research), Vanessa Woodward (Criminal Justice), Shane Hand (LIS), Christine Selman (CISE), Lawrence Anderson (Social Work), Lacey Duckworth (Computing), Eowyn Cenek (Math), Brandon Davis (Philosophy & Religion), Amy Burden (Foreign Languages & Literatures), Christen Smith (Speech & Hearing Sciences).
1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda
A motion to adopt the agenda was entertained by Matt Stambaugh, seconded by Lindsay Walker, and passed unanimously. 
3.0  Approval of Minutes – November 19, 2009
Eowyn Cenek entertained a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Lindsay Walker, and passed unanimously. 
4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism

Alice reminded the Senate that Dr. Greer is going to be starting an American Indian research program at Southern Miss for 
anyone who is interested. Alice gave the Senate an update on the progress of the Parking Task Force. The Parking Task Force 

has received a map that seems to indicate where congested areas are on campus and they are working with the university on 
the parking issue. They were scheduled to have another meeting on Friday, January 29th. She also mentioned the University 

Priorities Committee which plans for future campus priorities and was put together by the President. As with the budget 

concerns, if anyone has questions about this they should see Dr. Siltanen. 

4.2
Vice President’s Report – Colin Colbourn – History

Colin was unable to make it to today’s meeting.


4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology

Lawrence Anderson has joined the Graduate Student Senate from the Department of Social Work. Please welcome Lawrence 
to our group!

4.4
Parliamentarian’s Report – Dr. Susan Siltanen – Professor and Dean of the Graduate School


Dr. Siltanen reminded everyone to keep up with what is in the state-level and university news about the budget, and to speak 

with her about any concerns or to address questions.
5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh – MBA

Matt Stambaugh did not have anything to report about the Bylaws committee. 


5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English

Lindsay addressed questions about the journal, namely that there will be one guaranteed slot for publication per department. 


The Call for Papers has been sent out and people should see her or any other Journal Committee members with questions. Dr. 


Siltanen also said that the journal submission deadline will likely have to be extended two weeks. Lindsay will email 


everyone with updates and the next meeting time. 


5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication

Paul issued a reminder that abstracts for the Symposium were due January 29th and that all details for the Symposium can be 
found at the Graduate School website: http://www.usm.edu/graduateschool
6.0 Ad-Hoc Committee Reports


6.1
Appropriation of Funds from Student Affairs Committee – Daana Nelson – Child & Family Studies

Dr. Siltanen suggested that we invite Dr. Paul to the Symposium and a note was made to send an invitation out.


6.2
Graduate Assistant Affairs Committee – Wendy Jean Sontrom – Ed. Studies & Research
7.0  Unfinished Business
8.0  New Business
9.0  Announcements
Everyone was reminded that if they are a student, they need to switch their email over to the new university Gmail account. 

Instructions for doing so can be found at iTech’s website.  

10.0  Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the meeting was entertained by Lindsay Walker, seconded by Matt Stambaugh, and passed unanimously. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, February 4, 2010 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, February 2, 2010.
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