
The University of Southern Mississippi

Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday November 19th, 2009

McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor

The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), Colin Colbourn (History), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health), Daana Nelson (Child & Family Studies), Todd Hartlage (Polymer Science), Lindsay Walker (English), Paul Stafford (Speech Comm.), Joy Smithson (Speech Comm.), Jaclyn Northrup (Political Science), Lacey Duckworth, (Computing), Davida Crossley (Biology), Rongfei Geng (Tech. Ed.), Wendy Jean Sonstrom (Educational Studies and Research), Lynn Funkhouser (Anthropology), Vanessa Woodward (Criminal Justice), Mallika Dhar (Physics and Astronomy), Shane Hand (LIS), Christine Selman (CISE), Breanne Hancock (Accounting), Emily Richmond (ELSC).
0.0  Presentation on the student web portal by Homer Coffman. Group photo to follow.
A group photo was taken prior to the presentation by Homer Coffman and Valerie Craig. The officers also had a separate photo taken. 

Following the Call to Order, Alice introduced Homer Coffman and Valerie Craig for a presentation on Campus Hub, the new student web portal. Some of the highlights mentioned in this presentation:

-Campus Hub will be a “1-stop shop” for students and the goal is to create personalized communities bringing rich information and content to the users.  

(students, faculty, staff). Content posted to Campus Hub will be regulated and there will be an option for users to submit any 

concerns regarding the Hub and its usage to iTech. 
-Campus Hub is in its early stages but is available now. 

-No separate logins for SOAR, Blackboard, etc. will be required. Email logins are still necessary but email will be included in 

the single sign-on feature in the near future.

-Content will be added for the Graduate School and Graduate Student Senate. New communities can be created for these areas and others.

-If documents need to be posted to communities they can be uploaded in a variety of formats on the document library. 
-For students who have dual roles as students and instructors, there will be separate student and staff content areas. 

-Campus Hub will be integrated with a host of other applications such as blogging, news feeds, Google applications, etc. In the near future mobile technology will also be phased in.

-Regarding the pending switchover of university email, Homer mentioned that the university is currently working on an agreement with Gmail which is in progress. They are also looking into Microsoft Live applications that will be going online very soon.   

1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda
A motion was entertained to adopt the meeting agenda and approved unanimously.
3.0 Approval of Minutes – November 5, 2009
Alice called for a motion to approve the November 5th meeting minutes which were passed unanimously.
4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism

Alice mentioned that she would like to extend an invitation to Dr. Greer to come and attend one of our meetings next 

semester. Dr. Greer is heading up a new American Indian studies program. 


4.2
Vice President’s Report – Colin Colbourn - History

4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology

4.4
Parliamentarian’s Report – Dr. Susan Siltanen – Professor and Dean of the Graduate School
5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh – MBA

The updated Bylaws have been proofed and are now available at the Graduate School’s website. 

5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English

The Journal Committee had a meeting on Thursday November 12th with guest speakers from the Mississippi 


Libraries and Southern Quarterly journals who shared some of their knowledge about the journal publishing and editing 

process. The committee is currently working on a call for papers announcement. One paper per department is guaranteed a 

slot for publishing, although the editors will review more than one submission from each department. The journal Synergy’s first issue will be open to submissions from all departments. 

5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication

The Symposium Committee is awaiting your abstract submissions. Paul has been working with the committee to contact 

university photo services so that some action photos of the symposium can be taken. More details TBA. 

6.0 Ad-Hoc Committee Reports


6.1
Appropriation of Funds from Student Affairs Committee – Daana Nelson – Child & Family Studies

The Student Affairs Committee is currently working on a proposal for funding student activities. They are soliciting input 

from everyone as to what the funding might be applied to and any suggestions for drafting the proposal are welcome. 

6.2 Graduate Assistant Affairs Committee – Wendy Jean Sontrom – Ed. Studies & Research
Wendy Jean is gathering interest from students who would like to be on the GA Affairs Committee. A sign-up sheet was passed around at the meeting. Please see her for further details.
7.0  Unfinished Business

Matt Stambaugh reminded everyone to keep in touch with their faculty advisors about the symposium submissions. 

8.0  New Business
9.0  Announcements
10.0  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, January 21, 2010 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, January 19, 2010.
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