
The University of Southern Mississippi

Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday November 5th, 2009

McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor

The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), Colin Colbourn (History), Linda Matthews (SLIS), Eowyn Cenek (Math), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health), Brandon Davis (Philosophy & Religion), David Hanbury (Psychology), Daana Nelson (Child & Family Studies), Todd Hartlage (Polymer Science), Lindsay Walker (English), Paul Stafford (Speech Comm.), Joy Smithson (Speech Comm.), Christen Smith (Speech & Hearing Sciences), Jo Ellen Aspinwall (Theatre), Jaclyn Northrup (Political Science), Lacey Duckworth, (Computing), Davida Crossley (Biology), Rongfei Geng (Tech. Ed.), Chris Monsour (Construction), Wendy Jean Sonstrom (Educational Studies and Research), Gloria Flamenco (Med. Tech.), Michael Callahan (HPR)
New members present: Christine Selman (CISE), Emily Richmond (ELSC)

1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda
Matt Stambaugh made a motion to approve the meeting agenda which was then passed unanimously.
3.0  Approval of Minutes – October 15, 2009
A motion to approve minutes from the October 15, 2009 meeting was entertained by David Hanbury, seconded by Brandon Davis, and passed unanimously. 

4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism

4.2
Vice President’s Report – Colin Colbourn – History

4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology
5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh - MBA

Matt Stambaugh reported that the Bylaws underwent some minor edits to make them current. A copy of the updated Bylaws 
was provided to each member at the November 5, 2009 meeting. There is now a direct link to the Graduate Student Senate on 
the Graduate Studies homepage. Dr. Siltanen mentioned that due to FERPA guidelines, the option exists for GSS members to 
have their emails removed from the mailing list should they choose to do so. 

5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English

Lindsay updated us with the progress of the journal committee. She mentioned that guest speakers from the Mississippi 


Libraries and Southern Quarterly journals would be attending the Thursday, November 12th meeting of the Journal 
Committee, held in McCain Library Room 203 at 12:15 to share some of their knowledge about the journal assembly and 
editing process. Everyone at the November 5th meeting of GSS was provided a preview packet for the graduate student 
research journal which will be called Synergy; the editing schedule is laid out in this packet through Fall 2011. Faculty 
advisors serving as co-editors represent various strengths dependent on the theme of the issues. There will be department-
level review and graduate student representatives should work with their departments to encourage submissions and meet 
deadlines. Each issue of the journal is estimated to be 180 pages. 



5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication

Paul distributed packets for the Spring 2010 Graduate Student Symposium to each member of the Graduate Student Senate. 
Included in the packets are flyers for distribution, guidelines for abstracts, and a CD to store each department’s abstracts on. 
Abstracts are due by January 29th and Graduate Student Senate members should work with their graduate coordinators and 
departments to get submissions in by then. There will be an announcement made regarding abstracts from students who are 
not local to the area.  

6.0 Ad-Hoc Committee Reports


6.1
Social Committee Chair’s Report – Linda Matthews – LIS


A motion was approved unanimously to dissolve the ad-hoc social committee.


6.2
Appropriation of Funds from Student Affairs Committee – Daana Nelson – Child & Family Studies

Daana Nelson gave us some additional information regarding appropriation of fund from the Student Affairs Committee. The 
program already went up for review and she is working on getting a speaker to discuss appropriation of funds. Dr. Siltanen 
suggested that an ad-hoc committee should be assembled with this group to propose funding allocation and justify the 
funding request.

7.0  Unfinished Business
8.0  New Business

8.1
Discussion about whether or not to purchase a page in the Southerner Yearbook.


It is likely that there will not be time to arrange for a picture at the Spring 2010 Symposium. The cost for purchasing a 2-page 


spread in the Southerner Yearbook is $500. Details of this are continuing to be discussed. 


8.2
Proposal, by Wendy Jean Sontrom, to add a committee on graduate assistant affairs/interests/concerns.

Wendy Jean Sonstrom volunteered to be chair of this committee and the vote was unanimously approved. Christine Selman 


and Colin Colbourn will serve on this ad-hoc committee. 
9.0  Announcements

Homer Coffman from i-Tech will be attending the November 19th, 2009 Graduate Student Senate meeting to discuss the 
university’s technology portal and Gmail.
10.0  Adjournment
The next meeting will be Thursday, November 19th, 2009 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, November 17th. 2009
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