
The University of Southern Mississippi
Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday October 1st, 2009

McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor
The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), Colin Colbourn (History), Linda Matthews (SLIS), Eowyn Cenek (Math), Vanessa Woodward (Criminal Justice), Robyn Greenwood (Social Work), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health), Brandon Davis (Philosophy & Religion), David Hanbury (Psychology), Daana Nelson (Child & Family Studies), Chris Monsour (Construction), James Ross (Computer Science), Todd Hartlage (Polymer Science), Lindsay Walker (English), Paul Stafford (Speech Comm.), Sara Johnson (Science & Math Ed.), Davida Crossley (Biology), Breanne Hancock (Accountancy), Christen Smith (Speech Pathology), Wendy Jean Sonstrom (Ed. Studies & Research).
1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda

Issues raised about residency requirements (Section 7.2) and budget cuts (8.1) were added to the agenda prior to adoption. Matt Stambaugh then made a motion to adopt the agenda which was seconded by Eowyn Cenek and passed unanimously.

3.0  Approval of Minutes – September 17, 2009
A motion to approve the minutes was entertained by Linda Matthews, seconded by Eowyn Cenek, and passed unanimously. 

4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism
Alice gave an update on the Parking Special Task Force. One of the main goals of this task force is to encourage communication about parking issues, so a consultant for the Master Plan came to visit with the task force and discuss such issues. The Parking Special Task Force retains a copy of the Master Plan. Alice received several suggestions which included getting rid of parking designations altogether and establishing parking lots which are either more or less expensive depending on distance from buildings. Dr. Siltanen offered the possibility of graduate assistants receiving faculty/staff designation for parking. Matt Stambaugh followed up by mentioning that a simple Google Docs survey could be created and distributed to gather interest about these suggestions. He entertained the motion to create a survey which was seconded by Matt Batina and passed unanimously. 


4.2
Vice President’s Report –  Colin Colbourn – History



4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology

Matt Batina reviewed the highlight’s from last meeting’s minutes.

5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh – MBA

Matt Stambaugh mentioned that he still needs members for the Bylaws committee. 


5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English
Lindsay is getting categories together for the journal issues and assembling steering committees. She needs a representative and delegate from each department and is aiming to have a meeting and full committee going by October 17th. Dr. Siltanen indicated the importance of moving the journal work along and that it would be ideal to have the first issue of the journal out by spring in time for the university’s 100th anniversary. 

5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication
Paul mentioned that the symposium is set to be held at Thad Cochran Center. There are six committee members thus far. Dr. Siltanen suggested that everyone take a leadership role for their departments and organize the submission of abstracts. A call for abstracts will be made by the next meeting. The deadline for submitting abstracts is January 29th and further details are in a flyer on the Graduate School’s website. 
6.0  Unfinished Business

6.1
Finalize membership on Symposium Committee
Members who joined the Symposium Committee as of 10/01/09 meeting: Davida Crossley, Colin Colbourn, Linda Matthews, Brandon Davis, David Hanbury, Daana Nelson, Todd Hartlage, Jaclyn Northrup, Sara Johnson.


6.2
Finalize membership on Journal Committee

Members who joined the Symposium Committee as of 10/01/09 meeting: Colin Colbourn, Linda Matthews, Eowyn Cenek, Vanessa Woodward, David Whitman, Emily Wilson, Christen Smith, Brandon Davis, Chris Monsour, Todd Hartlage. 


6.3
Finalize membership on Bylaws Committee

Members who joined the Symposium Committee as of 10/01/09 meeting: Breanne Hancock, Robyn Greenwood. 
7.0  New Business


7.1
Creation of Social Committee
The idea of creating a social committee was brought up. David Hanbury raised concern about where the funds will come from. Dr. Siltanen indicated that there is funding available if we decide to do this. For now it was decided that a homecoming event will be organized. A motion was entertained by the Graduate Student Senate for a homecoming event and passed unanimously. Alice Ferguson called for the nomination of a homecoming committee chair and Linda Matthews was elected chair. 

7.2 Residency

Colin Colbourn raised concern about residency requirements and tuition waivers following budget cuts. Dr. Siltanen provided information about this issue. Graduate Assistants receive full in-state tuition waivers and if necessary, also receive full out-of-state waivers. Other schools in Mississippi only waive a portion of tuition. Steps have been taken to get the out-of-state waiver budget back in line. The University of Southern Mississippi used to waive the out of state fee for part-time graduate students but this is no longer done since the budget has been back in line. There are options for Graduate Assistants to still receive in-state tuition waivers; through a volunteer system, 31 Ph.D. students have acquired in-state residency and become eligible for in-state waivers. 

8.0  Announcements

8.1 Budget Cuts
An update was provided on budget cuts. Duplication programs and those which have low enrollment may be shut down. IHL maintains a list of low performing programs. 

9.0  Adjournment

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Alice Ferguson and seconded by Chris Monsour. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, October 29, 2009 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, October 27, 2009.
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