
The University of Southern Mississippi

Graduate Student Senate Meeting

Thursday October 15th, 2009

McCain Library – Room 203

12:15 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean of the Graduate School and Faculty Advisor

The following members of the Graduate Student Senate were present: Alice Ferguson (Mass Comm. & Journalism), Matt Batina (Geography & Geology), Matt Stambaugh (MBA), Colin Colbourn (History), Linda Matthews (SLIS), Eowyn Cenek (Math), Vanessa Woodward (Criminal Justice), Robyn Greenwood (Social Work), David Whitman (Music), Emily Wilson (Community Health), Brandon Davis (Philosophy & Religion), David Hanbury (Psychology), Daana Nelson (Child & Family Studies), Todd Hartlage (Polymer Science), Lindsay Walker (English), Paul Stafford (Speech Comm.), Joy Smithson (Speech Comm.), Breanne Hancock (Accountancy), Christen Smith (Speech Pathology), Jo Ellen Aspinwall (Theatre), Jaclyn Northrup (Political Science), Lacey Duckworth, (HPR), (TED), (NTS).

1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President
2.0  Adoption of Agenda
Matt Stambaugh made a motion to approve the agenda which was seconded by Lindsay Walker and passed unanimously.
3.0  Approval of Minutes – October 1, 2009
Lindsay Walker entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting which was seconded by Eowyn Cenek and passed unanimously.

4.0  Officers Report


4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism
Alice invited suggestions for the Parking Task Force (PTF) committee and mentioned that we can arrange for members of the PTF to attend one of our meetings if desired. 


4.2
Vice President’s Report –  Colin Colbourn – History

Colin mentioned the possibility of re-designating graduate assistant parking to faculty status which is still being considered.


4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology

Matt B. has nothing to report aside from making changes to Section 7 of the October 1st minutes.
5.0  Standing Committee Reports


5.1
Bylaws Committee Chair’s Report – Matt Stambaugh - MBA

5.2
Journal Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Walker – English
Lindsay discussed the first issue of the journal which will include entries from each college. A meeting of the Journal Committee was recently convened and there will be an update on the call for papers soon. The committee’s goal is to have the first issue of the journal published by March 26th in time for the university’s 100th anniversary. 

5.3
Symposium Committee Chair’s Report – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication
Paul mentioned that all materials submitted by each department for the symposium will be returned by January 29th to the Graduate School. Everything will be sent to the printers for program content by February 15th. Eowyn Cenek asked if Adobe PDF documents would be accepted for submission in case graphics might be used. 
6.0 Ad-Hoc Committee Reports


6.1
Social Committee Chair’s Report – Lindsay Matthews - LIS
Lindsay asked if people could show up to the game outside of McCain Library at 10:00 to reserve space for our homecoming event.
7.0  Unfinished Business
8.0  New Business
8.1
Update on Graduate Assistant pay raises under grants by Dr. Siltanen

Dr. Siltanen gave an update on the issue of graduate assistant pay raises under grants. She said that this is a possibility, depending on the principal investigator and how they are managing the grants. GA pay rate change forms for GAs paid under grants have been processed before. 

8.2 
Question about Appropriation of Funds from Student Affairs by Daana Nelson
Daana asked what would be a reasonable amount of funding to propose for student group activities support. Dr. Siltanen mentioned that many departments have representative groups and some of these are informal and not sanctioned by Student Affairs. However, for a group to receive funding it must be officially sanctioned by Student Affairs. Any concerns about appropriation of funds can be addressed if these criteria are met. A motion was entertained to investigate funding from Student Affairs and passed unanimously by the Graduate Student Senate. Daana will be the chair of this committee and Emily Wilson is also participating. 

9.0  Announcements
Dr. Siltanen announced that graduate assistantships are protected for next year, but there will be another budget cut announced in the near future.  
10.0  Adjournment
The next meeting will be Thursday, November 12, 2009 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, November 9, 2009.
2

