
The University of Southern Mississippi
Graduate Student Senate Meeting
Thursday September 17, 2009
McCain Library – Room 203
12:00 p.m.

Greetings by Dr. Susan Siltanen, Dean and Faculty Advisor

All members of the senate were present except David Rosenfield (Marine Science), Jennifer Milam 
(Chemistry and Biochemistry), Mike Cottingham (Human Performance and Recreation), Daana Nelson 
(Child and Family Studies), and Breanne Hancock (Accountancy). 

1.0  Call to Order – Alice Ferguson, President

Alice Ferguson mentioned that Jennifer Styron (previous president) took on a job opportunity. Alice has 

assumed Jennifer’s position as president, opening the vice president’s position. 

2.0  Adoption of Agenda


A motion to approve the agenda was made by Colin Colbourn and seconded by Matt Stambaugh. 

The agenda was approved without changes.

3.0  Approval of Minutes – April 16, 2009
Linda Matthews  made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 16, 2009 meeting which 
was seconded by David Whitman. Minutes from April 16, 2009 were approved without changes. 

4.0  Officers Report



4.1
President’s Report – Alice Ferguson – Mass Communication & Journalism


Alice commented on the university’s parking situation and how parking decal prices have nearly 



tripled to $135 from last year’s prices. She suggested the Parking Task Force is a university 


committee which can provide input to this process and has met once this year. 


4.2
Vice President’s Report 



4.3
Recorder’s Report – Matt Batina – Geography & Geology


Matt mentioned highlights from the April 16 meeting. He also reminded students who will be 


graduating to notify their department chairs so they can appoint new senate members.

5.0  Standing Committee Reports



5.1
Bylaws Committee 


5.2
Journal Committee 


5.3
Symposium Committee – Paul Stafford – Speech Communication


Paul covered the guidelines for this year’s symposium. Students are to fill out forms to submit 


abstracts with a maximum length of 500 words. The symposium committee will accept five 


abstracts from each department, possibly ten depending on number of submissions. The deadline 


for submission of abstracts is January 29, 2010. Symposium will be held March 26, 2010 and 


more details will follow as the committee continues preparing. 



6.0  Unfinished Business

7.0  New Business



7.1
Election of Vice President.


Alice Ferguson invited the motion to open nominations for vice president. Linda Matthews 


nominated Colin Colbourn for vice president, seconded by Matt Stambaugh. Colin was elected to 

vice president by a majority vote approval from the senate.



7.2
Election of Bylaws Committee Chair.


Matt Stambaugh nominated himself for bylaws committee chair, seconded by Paul Stafford. Matt 

was elected to bylaws committee chair by a majority vote approval from the senate.


7.3
Election of Journal Committee Chair.


Lindsey Walker nominated herself for journal committee chair, seconded by Matt Stambaugh. 



Lindsey was elected to journal committee chair by a majority vote approval from the senate.

8.0  Announcements


Flyers were distributed for GRE preparation courses that are coming up. 


9.0  Adjournment


Eowyn Cenek made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Matt Stambaugh, and approved 



unanimously.
The next meeting will be Thursday, October 15, 2009 @ 12:15 p.m. Agenda items due by Tuesday, 
October 13, 2009.
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