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             THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI


Guidelines
Graduate Certificate in University Teaching*

The Association of American Colleges and Universities and the Council of Graduate Schools supported by the Pew Charitable Trusts and the National Science Foundation have developed several Preparing Future Faculty programs. These programs are designed to prepare doctoral students for faculty positions and have focused most specifically on teaching. One of these programs is the Graduate Certificate in University Teaching program. Departments and schools will submit the specific methods and practicum courses.
Admission Requirements

· Students must hold an earned masters degree and apply for admission or

· Students must be currently pursing a masters, specialist, or doctoral degree

Certificate Minimum 12 hrs. Items A and B are required of all certificate programs and then, the department or school recommends either option C or D or a department or school could let their students select option C or D.

A. Two Required courses – 6 hrs

1. Methods course in teaching field  – 3hrs





Teaching strategies, methods, learning theories and styles, assessment of learning, tests and measurement,                       classroom management, evaluation of teaching, and research on and scholarship of teaching, (see Journal on College Teaching and Journal on Excellence in College Teaching). 
2.    Course in technology in the classroom – 3hrs   IT 650 and IT 755 are recommended.
Use of technology to support teaching and learning, distance learning models, developing on-line and hybrid courses, promethean boards. 

B. Teaching Portfolio – 

Students must submit a teaching portfolio at the end of their practicum that is developed while taking   their courses and possibly some workshops offered by the Learning Enhancement Center.  The portfolio should minimally the following: a teaching philosophy, description of courses taught, sample teaching materials, sample student work, innovative teaching projects, list of  professional activities related to teaching, special training or teaching related experiences, and evaluation of teaching.
C.  Third Required Course (3hrs) and Practicum (3 hrs required)


1. Methods course #2 in teaching field – 3 hrs

 Teaching strategies, etc, like A1 but either advanced or in another area in the field. For Eng  609, “Teaching Freshman Composition” can satisfy A1 requirement and Eng 695, “Advanced Methods in   English” can satisfy B1 requirement
OR
2. Multicultural and intercultural communication or instructional communication – 3 hrs

Course that explores but is not limited to research on the role and impact of cultural differences among students and professors and how that impacts student learning and classroom communication

AND
3. Practicum in teaching field – 3 hrs minimum

Students must teach and be supervised. The practicum course can be a variable hour course ranging from 1 – 6 hours. Students may enroll in 1 hr for three semesters or 3 hours for one semester. Students may complete several workshops offered by the Learning Enhancement Center while taking their practicum hours.
D. Practicum in Teaching field  – 6 hrs

Students must teach and be supervised. The practicum course can be a variable hour course ranging from 1 – 6 hrs. Students may enroll in 1 hr for three semesters or 3 hours for one semester.  Students may complete several workshops offered by the Learning Enhancement Center while taking their practicum hours.
* Approved by Graduate Council November 17, 2008

