Graduate Council Minutes

The University Of Southern Mississippi

September 27, 1999

The Graduate Council met at 3:03 p.m. on September 27, 1999 in Room 203 of the McCain Library with Dr. Mary Villeponteaux, Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present:  Dr. Vernon Asper, Ms. Bettie Barrett, Dr. Gordon Cannon, Dr. Jim Flanagan, Mr. Desmond Fletcher, Dr. Anselm Griffin, Dr. Arthur Kaul, Dr. Richard Kazelskis, Dr. Gary Krebs, Dr. Sarah Lautherbach, Dr. Carolyn Reeves-Kazelskis, Dr. Dana Ragsdale, Dr. Ron Swager, and Dr. Kathleen Yadrick. 

The following non-voting members were present: Ms. Carol Green for Dr. James Martin, Dr. Denise Von Herrmann for Dr. Pat Smith, Dr. Agnes Hinton for Dr. Jane Boudreaux, Dr. Ernest King for Dr. Michael Vest, Dr. Carl Martray, Ms. Jayne Perkins, Dr. Dennis Phillips for Dr. Gary Krebs, and Dr. Susan Siltanen.

The following guests were present: Dr. Orazio Ciccarelli, Dr. Joan Exline, Ms. Donna Fielder, Dr. Shelton Houston, Dr. Jane Hudson, Dr. Michael McDonald, Dr. Amal Mitra, Dr. Bill Powell, Dr. Wally Pye, Dr. Susan Ross, Ms. Joyce Sanders, Dr. Jan Scott, and Dr. Dana Thames.

1.0 Call to Order

Dr. Villeponteaux called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m.

2.0 Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Villeponteaux presented the agenda for approval.  Dr. Swager made a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded and passed.

3.0 Approval of Minutes

Dr. Cannon made a motion to approve the July 9, 1999 minutes.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Dr. Swager made a motion to approve the May 10, 1999 minutes.  The motion was seconded and passed.

4.0 Executive Committee Reports

4.1 Chair's Report

Dr. Villeponteaux made the following comments:

· She welcomed those serving as proxies

· She noted the two individuals serving as replacements for the year, Mr. Desmond Fletcher for Dr. William Russell and Dr. Carolyn Reeves-Kazelskis for Dr.Reed Motley.

4.2 Corresponding Secretary's Report

Dr. Griffin commented:

· A luncheon was held for the Graduate Council to plan activities for the year and consider how to proceed concerning ad hoc committees researching special topics, policies, or procedures. 

· Another working lunch meeting may be held around mid-semester.   

4.3 Committee Reports

4.3.1 Credentials

The Credentials Committee met Friday, September 24, 1999, and recommended graduate faculty as listed on the attached memo.  

Dr. Yadrick made a motion to accept the recommendations listed.  The motion was seconded.

Discussion:

Define an Associate Member.

Response:
An Associate Member is a category of graduate faculty.  Associate Membership on graduate faculty is reserved for those individuals who meet the minimum qualifications of the category of graduate responsibility and authority to which they are appointed, but who do not meet the employment and/or academic rank requirements specified for regular membership.  A full-time tenure-track faculty would qualify for regular status, Dr. Siltanen noted from the by-laws. 




The motion to accept the Credentials Committee Report was 



passed.

5.0 Old Business

5.1 No Report.

6.0 New Business

6.1 Committee Appointments

The 1999-2000 Credentials committee, chaired by Dr. Yadrick, had already begun work. Also serving on this committee are Dr. Reeves-Kazelskis, Dr. Villeponteaux, and Dr. Siltanen. 

An ad hoc committee composed of Dr. Cannon, Dr. Lauterbach, Dr. Rabian, and Dr. Ragsdale, was appointed to re-visit the research component, otherwise known as the Foreign Language requirement.  This committee will discuss policies, the qualifying exam, and other issues.

Dr. Villeponteaux asked for volunteers to work on streamlining the Constitution and By-laws. She asked interested persons to advise her immediately.

6.2 "I" grades and "E" grades

Dr. Griffin reviewed the Academic Standards policy on Incompletes. An incomplete will become an "F" after one term, if the incomplete has not been removed.  He noted his plan to write a letter to every student with an incomplete within the six-year time period of when that course was taken. These students would have until the end of the Spring 2000 to have the Incomplete changed.  He reviewed this with Jayne Perkins, University Registrar, and determined this was a reasonable plan.  Effective Spring 2000 any student who gets an incomplete will have only one semester to complete work before it becomes an "F".

The next issue he commented on was "E" grades which he had discussed with the Deans Council. He noted that courses eligible for an "E" grade must be approved by the Graduate Council. For programs for which there is a need to develop an in-progress rather than a true incomplete grade, action must be taken through the Curriculum Committee to allow a grade change option to an "E".  At present the "E" is only allowed for Thesis and Dissertation work in-progress plus any self-paced course.  (See Catalog). Ruth Robinson, the graduate degree auditor, noted that the "E" given when a dissertation is in progress is sometimes changed to a letter grade. Usually a "P" is assigned at the end of the successful thesis or dissertation, but some faculty wanted to assign a grade, like an "A" or "B". 

There is no provision on assigning evaluative grades to the thesis or dissertation but Dr. Griffin believes there should be consistency.  Discussion ended with consensus that the policy on P/E grades should be reviewed and strengthened.

6.3 Associate Graduate Faculty in Bulletin

Dr. Griffin noted that departments have an option to list their Associate Faculty.  If Associate Faculty are listed, a star indicates their status. This option will be continued.


Dr. Villeponteaux shared that the Executive Committee would like those making proposals to wait outside until it is time to introduce their proposal.  Discussion and voting will be done after the presenter leaves.  This is an experimental process.

6.4 Course and Program Proposals of Colleges

6.4.1 College of Education and Psychology
6.4.1.1 Department of Curriculum and Instruction

Dr. Yadrick made a motion to approve the Master of Arts in Teaching, Secondary Education program.  The motion was seconded.  The following comments were made: 

· The Master of Arts in Teaching, Secondary Education program will replace the old alternate route certification.  This is USM's response to the State in terms of an alternate route.

· IHL must approve this program.

· Professional Education has approved the Master of Arts in Teaching, Secondary Education program pending Graduate Council action.

· The State requires that students have a Bachelor's Degree in any field.

· There is an Admissions Committee.

The motion was passed.

Dr. Flanagan made a motion to add CIS 603.  The motion was seconded and passed.

6.4.2
Multiple Department Proposals
Dr. Yadrick made a motion to add the following courses as a block: BTE 671, BTE 672, ENG 609, ENG 610, FCS 630, FCS 631, FLL 609, FLL 610, HIS 609, HIS 610, SCM 674, SCM 675, MAT 657, MAT 658, SME 609,

and SME 610.  The motion was seconded and passed.

6.4.3 The College of Health and Human Sciences

6.4.3.1
Center for Community Health
Dr. Exline asked to add an emphasis area in 

Epidemiology-Biostatistics.  It was noted: 

· This is an area where there has been a lot of additional funding in terms of public health training because it is an area of shortages.

· A lot of interest has been expressed by students to formalize an emphasis in that area.

· There are no additional resources or faculty needed.

· Emphasis area does not require College Board approval but does require Graduate Council approval and the Provost's approval. 

· USM's program is very much an applied program.  The activities focus on Public Health.  The students would not get that necessarily in a course in the department.

Dr. Flanagan made a motion to add the Emphasis Area of Epidemiology-Biostatistics.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Dr. King made a motion to add CHS 722 and CHS 723.  The motion was amended so that Council would vote separately on each course. Each addition was passed.

6.4.4
College of Liberal Arts

6.4.4.1  Department of Foreign Language
Dr. Flanagan made a motion to add TSL 645.  The motion was seconded and passed.

6.5.4 College of Science and Technology 

6.5.4.1 Department of Medical Technology

Dr. Flanagan made a motion to delete MTC 500 and MTC 500L, to add MTC 515 and to approve the emphasis area in Medical Technology.  The motion was seconded.

Mr. Fletcher made a motion to withdraw the motion to approve the emphasis area in Medical Technology, and discuss it along with the other proposed additions to the doctoral program in Science and Mathematics Education. 

The motion was seconded and passed.

The motion to delete MTC 500, 500L, and to add MTC 515 passed.

6.5.4.2 The Center for Science & Mathematics Education

Dr. Ross was asked to comment on the requests to add: 

· Medical Technology as an emphasis in the Doctoral program

· Coastal Science as an emphasis in the Master's and Doctoral program

· Marine Science as an emphasis in the Master's and Doctoral program

 The Council discussed the need for more detailed information. Dr. Kaul made a motion to table all three-emphasis area proposals. The motion was seconded and passed.

6.5.4.3 The School of Engineer Technology

Mr. Fletcher made a motion to add SET 500, 501, 583, 585, 586, 588, and 589 courses as a block.  The motion was seconded.

Discussion:

Are there enough faculty to teach?

Response:
Yes.

Discussion:
If something down the line happens will you be able to separate the undergraduate and graduate components and turn the 500-level components into 600-level components?

Response:

No.  There are not enough faculty. Issues have gotten a lot tighter with SACS. 

Discussion:
How does the 500-numbered course differ from the 400?

Response:

The content is the same, only the research is different.

The motion was passed.

7.0 Announcements

Dr. Siltanen stated that the format for the Master of Arts in Teaching proposal is a format suggested by IHL. Dr. Griffin noted that the IHL requirements could serve as the format for the proposals. Mr. Fletcher suggested that this body produce a set of guidelines for submission of emphasis area proposals.

8.0 Adjournment

Dr. Cannon made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded and passed.  The next meeting was scheduled on Monday, October 23, 1999.

__________________________________

CHAIR

__________________________________

RECORDING SECRETARY

          SUMMARY OF GRADUATE MINUTES

                            September 27, 1999

College of Education and Psychology

Department of Curriculum and Instruction


Add:




Master of Arts in Teaching, Secondary







Education.

Add:

CIS 603

Management and Organization of Diverse







Classrooms.  Three hours.







Effective Spring 2000.

Multiple Department Proposals
Department of Technology Education


Add:

BTE 671

Dimensions of Learning in Business






Technology Education I.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

BTE 672

Dimensions of Learning in Business 







Technology Education II.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.

Department of English


Add:

ENG 609

Dimensions of Learning in English 







Education I.  Three hours.  Effective







Fall 2000.


Add:

ENG 610

Dimensions of Learning in English






Education II.  Three hours.  Effective







Fall 2000.

School of Family and Consumer Sciences


Add:

FCS 630

Dimensions of Learning in Family and







Consumer Sciences Education I.  Three







hours.  Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

FCS 631

Dimensions of Learning in Family and







Consumer Sciences Education II.  Three







hours.  Effective Spring 2000.

Department of Foreign Languages


Add:

FL 609


Dimensions of Learning in Foreign







Language Education I.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

FL 610


Dimensions of Learning in Foreign






Language Education II.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.


Department of History


Add:

HIS 609

Dimensions of Learning in Social






Studies Education I.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

HIS 610

Dimensions of Learning in Social






Studies Education II.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.

Department of Speech and Communication


Add:

SCM 674

Dimensions of Learning in Speech






Communication Education I.  Three hours.







Effective 1/2000.


Add:

SCM 675

Dimensions of Learning in Speech







Communication Education II.  Three hours.







Effective 1/2000.

Department of Mathematics


Add:

MAT 657

Dimensions of Learning in Mathematics I.  







Three hours.  Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

MAT 658

Dimensions of Learning in Mathematics II.







Three hours.  Effective Spring 2000.

The Center for Science & Mathematics Education


Add:

SME 609

Dimensions of Learning in Science






Education I.  Three hours. 







Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

SME 610

Dimensions of Learning in Science






Education II.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.

The College of Health and Human Sciences
Center for Community Health

Add:




Epidemiology-Biostatistics Emphasis Area.


Add:

CHS 722

Infectious Disease Epidemiology.






Three hours.  Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

CHS 723

Biostatistics-II.  Three hours.







Effective Fall 2000.

College of Liberal Arts
Department of Foreign Language


Add:

TSL 645

Reading in ESL/EFL Instruction.  Three







hours.  Effective Fall 1999.

College of Science and Technology
The School of Engineering Technology


Add:

SET 500

Intranetworking Project Planning.  Three







hours.  Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

SET 501

Microprocessor Architecture
                                                                        and Applications.  Three hours.







Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

SET 583

Windows Networking.  Three hours.







Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

SET 585

NOS Server Administration.  Three 







hours.  Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

SET 586

Intranetworking.  Three hours.







Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

SET 588

TCP/IP Networking.  Three hours.







Effective Spring 2000.


Add:

SET 589

Internet Information Server.  Three







hours.  Effective Spring 2000.

