Graduate Council Minutes

The University Of Southern Mississippi

April 24, 2000

The Graduate Council met at 3:05 p.m. on April 24, 2000, Room 203, McCain Library with 

Dr. Gordon Cannon, Vice Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present:  Dr. Vernon Asper, Dr. Gordon Cannon, 

Dr. Jim Flanagan, Mr. Desmond Fletcher, Dr. Anselm Griffin, Dr. Gary Krebs, 

Dr. Sarah Lautherbach, Dr. Shahdad Naghshpour, Dr. Brian Rabian, Dr. Dana Ragsdale, 

Dr. Ron Swager, and Dr. Michael Vest.  

The following non-voting members were present: Ms. Carol Green for Dr. James Martin,

Dr. Jayne Perkins and Dr. Susan Siltanen.

The following guests were present:  Dr. Bradley Bond, Ms. Donna Fielder, Dr. Ed Mann, 

Dr. Joseph Parker, Mr. Greg Pierce, Dr. Michael Salda, and Ms. Joyce Sanders.

1.0 Call to Order

Dr. Cannon called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

2.0 Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Cannon presented the agenda for approval with the addition of a Psychology proposal to add an emphasis area in Counseling (see attached).  Mr. Fletcher moved that the agenda be accepted as amended.  The motion was seconded and passed.

3.0 Approval of Minutes

Dr. Cannon presented the March 27, 2000 minutes for approval.  Dr. Griffin asked that 6.3.1.1 paragraphs one, two, and The Graduate Summary under College of Science and Technology be changed as follows.  The motion to approve the minutes as amended was seconded and passed.

CORRECTION

Dr. Asper made a motion to add a Coastal Science emphasis area to the Science

 Education Master's and Doctoral degree programs.  

Dr. Naghshpour made a motion to add a Medical Technology emphasis area to

the Science Education Doctoral degree program.

Dr. Cannon made a motion to add a Marine Science emphasis area to the Science

Education Master's and Doctoral degree programs.

Summary Of Graduate Minutes

March 27, 2000

College of Science and Technology
Center for Science and Mathematics Education 

            Add:                 Coastal Science Emphasis Area

· Science Education Master's and Doctoral Program.

      Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

Medical Technology Emphasis Area

· Science Education Doctoral Program.

      Effective Fall 2000.


Add:

Marine Science Emphasis Area

· Science Education Master's and Doctoral Program. 

      Effective Fall 2000.

Dr. Flanagan made a motion to accept the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded and passed.

4.0 Executive Committee Reports

4.1 Chair's Report

The Chair had no report.

4.2 Corresponding Secretary's Report

Dr. Griffin stated that the possible use of the GMAT for doctoral admission does require Ayers monitor approval.  There has been no definitive ruling but the issue is being reviewed.  

Mr. Fletcher will have information regarding the certification program at the May 8, 2000 Graduate Council meeting.

4.3 Committee Reports

4.3.1 Credentials Committee

The Credentials Committee report was postponed until later in the meeting, pending on Dr. Yadrick's being present at Graduate Council.

4.3.2 Election Committee

Dr. Griffin noted that the Graduate School is summarizing election committee information received from departments and preparing them for distribution.

5.0 Old Business

5.1 There was no old business.

6.0 New Business

6.1 Dr. Cannon stated that Dr. Villeponteaux had distributed to the council a report to review for Ad hoc Committee on Distance Education.  This report will be discussed at the May 8, 2000 meeting. 

6.2 Professional Education Council - Dr. Ed Mann presented the following three points for discussion and possible future action by the Council.

6.2.1 Contract for Completion of Incomplete Grades

Dr. Mann presented the first issue, a contract for completion of incomplete grades.  The contract would be between the department, advisor, and student.  This contract will be taken to the Professional Education Council for approval, but he thought that Graduate Council might want to discuss.  The department of Educational Leadership and Research has drafted an example of a contract as attached.  

6.2.2 Verification of Graduate Minor

Dr. Mann presented the second issue, verification of graduate minors.  Question was raised, "who verifies?" -- the department chairman or the major professor on the committee.  No specifics have been delineated.  The question was also raised, "should every graduate major be eligible as a graduate minor?"  Not every graduate major has a corresponding code that allows it to be used as a minor.  It was suggested that council should revisit departmental minor requirements similar to the undergraduate level.

6.2.3 Training Teaching Assistants (TAs) to Teach in Specific Content Areas

Dr. Mann stated that there was some concern that TAs were being put on the "firing line" without preparation to teach.  Dr. Siltanen stated that there is a SACs requirement for TAs to have completed a course in TA Instruction before beginning their teaching assignments.  Is this organized at the department level or university level?  Some institutions offer a combination where an individual has a university prerequisite of three hour courses in college teaching.  

Dr. Cannon stated that all three items could possibly come under the jurisdiction of the Graduate Policy Review Committee.  The newly appointed Graduate Policy Review Committee for next year will consider these proposals. 

6.2.4 Dr. Siltanen asked for clarification of issues pertaining to minors as additions to courses or part of a program of study.  Dr. Cannon stated that a recommendation should be made to council.   

6.3 Course and Program Proposals of Colleges

6.3.1 College of Education and Psychology
6.3.1.1 Department of Psychology

Dr. Rabian made a motion requesting Counseling Psychology emphasis area be added under the major of Psychology at the Doctoral level.  The motion was seconded and passed.

6.3.1.2 Department of Educational Leadership

Dr. Krebs made a motion to approve the proposal of alternative options to meet residency requirements as attached.  The motion was seconded and passed.

6.3.2 College of Liberal Arts
Dr. Cannon made a motion to take all of the additions for emphasis areas in the Departments of Psychology, English, History, Political Sciences, and School of Communication and add as a block.  The motion was seconded and passed.

6.3.2.1 Department of English

Proposal: Literature, Rhetoric and Composition, and Creative Writing emphasis areas to the M.A., M.S., and Ph.D. in English. 

6.3.2.2 Department of History

Proposal: History of the Americas, United States, and European

emphasis areas to the Ph.D. in History.

Proposal: Asian, European, International Studies, United States, Military, Latin American emphasis areas to the M.A. and M.S. in

History.

6.3.2.3 Department of Political Sciences

Proposal: Public Law and Administration, and Comparative and International Politics emphasis areas to the M.A. and M.S. in Political Sciences.

6.3.2.4 School of Communication

Proposal: Mass Communication and Speech Communication

emphasis areas to the M.A., M.S., and Ph.D in Communication.

The motion to accept these proposals for emphasis areas was seconded and passed. 

7.0 Credentials Committee

Dr. Siltanen presented the Credentials Committee report on behalf of Dr. Yadrick. The report was approved by Graduate Council.  (See attached).

8.0
Announcements

There were no announcements.

      9.0
Adjournment

As there was no further business, Dr. Cannon adjourned the meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 8, 2000, at 3:00 p.m. in the McCain Library, Room 203.

________________________________

Jayne Perkins, Recording Secretary

Presiding Officer

________________________________

Gordon Cannon, Vice Chair

SUMMARY OF GRADUATE MINUTES

April 24, 2000

College of Education and Psychology

Department of Psychology

Add:
Emphasis Counseling Psychology under the major of Psychology at the doctoral level

Department of Educational Leadership



Add:

Alternative options to meet residency requirements



College of Liberal Arts

Department of English



Add:

Emphasis areas for M.A., M.S., and Ph.D. in English,

Literature, Rhetoric and Composition, and Creative Writing


Department of History
Add:
Emphasis areas for Ph.D. in History of the Americas, United States, European

Add:
Emphasis areas for M.A. and M.S. in Asian, European, International Studies, United States, Military, Latin American

Department of Political Sciences
Add:
Emphasis areas for M.S. and M.A. in Public Law and Administration, and Comparative and International Politics


School of Communication
Add:
Emphasis areas for M.S. and M.A. in Mass Communication and Speech Communication

Add:
Emphasis areas for Ph.D. in Mass Communication and Speech Communication

