Graduate Council Minutes

The University of Southern Mississippi

April 24, 2006
The Graduate Council met at 3:00 p.m. on April 24, 2006 in McCain Library, Room 203 with Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair-Elect of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present: 

Dr. Vernon Asper, Dr. Ann Blackwell, Dr. Francis Daniel, Dr. Jerry Griffith, 
Dr. Lawrence Hosman, Dr. Jane Hudson, Mr. Stephen Judd, Dr. Arthur Kaul, 
Dr. Jerome Kolbo, Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Dr. William W. Powell, Dr. John Rachal, and Dr. Heather Sterling-Turner. 
The following voting members were represented by proxies to constitute a quorum:  

Dr. William W. Powell for Dr. Jameela Lares and Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks for Dr. Mark Peterson.  
The following non-voting members were present:  Dr. Katherine Nugent for Dr. Peter Fos, Dr. Steve Moser for Dr. Elliott Pood, Mr. Greg Pierce, and Dr. Susan Siltanen.  

The following guests were present:  Dr. Jeffrey Evans, Ms. Donna Fielder, Ms. Dawn Porter, Ms. Joyce Sanders, and Dr. Joe Whitehead, Jr.  
1.0
Call to Order

Dr. Middlebrooks called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   

2.0
Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the agenda for approval.  Dr. Sterling-Turner moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion passed.
3.0
Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the March 6, 2006 called meeting minutes for approval.  Dr. Hosman moved and Dr. Griffith seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the March 27, 2006 minutes for approval.  
Dr. Hosman moved and Dr. Blackwell seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.
4.0
Course and Program Proposals


4.1
College of Arts and Letters

4.1.1
No course business

4.2
College of Business
4.2.1
No course business.
4.3
College of Education and Psychology


4.3.1
No course business.

4.4
College of Health
4.4.1
No course business.
4.5
College of Science and Technology
4.5.1
No course business.
5.0
Officers Report

5.1
Chair – Dr. Susan C. Ross

No report.

5.2
Chair-Elect – Dr. Bobby L. Middlebrooks  

Dr. Middlebrooks recommended that the agenda be amended to discuss the University Doctoral Assistantship Selection Committee – 2 nominees under (9.0) New Business.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Powell seconded a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion passed.  

5.3
Corresponding Secretary – Dr. Susan Siltanen 

Dr. Siltanen presented Council with a copy of the recommended allocation of state appropriations for Fiscal Year 2007.  She briefly discussed tuition and pay raises with Council.  

5.4
Parliamentarian – Dr. Susan Siltanen

No report.

6.0
Standing Committee Reports


6.1
Bylaws Committee – Dr. Jane Boudreaux, Chair

No report.  


6.2
Credentials Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair

Dr. Middlebrooks submitted the Credentials reports for April 2006 for approval.  The report was approved.  (See Attached).  


6.3
Election Committee – Mr. Stephen Judd, Chair

Mr. Judd announced that two vacant positions have been filled by   

Dr. Sabine Heinhorst in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry and Dr. Alvin Williams in the Department of Management and Marketing.

6.4
Policies and Procedures Committee – Dr. Arthur Kaul, Chair

No report.

6.5
Program Review Committee – Dr. Jane Hudson, Chair

Dr. Siltanen presented the attached summary of the program review process.  (See Attached).  Dr. Hudson requested that a decision be made by Council on the deadline for program plans.  Dr. Hudson moved and 
Dr. Hosman seconded a motion that the improvement plan for programs is due by June 1, 2006.  The motion passed.
7.0
Liaisons to University Committees


7.1
Assessment Committee – Dr. Jerry Griffith

No report.


7.2
Calendar Committee – Dr. Susan C. Ross

Dr. Middlebrooks reported that the Calendar Committee proposed Spring break 2007 be scheduled for March 12-16, 2007.  Mr. Pierce noted that this date has been approved by President Thames.

7.3
Distance Education Committee – Dr. Jameela Lares



Dr. Powell presented a report on the following items for Dr. Lares.  

· The WebCT replacement is still in the planning stage, with the IT planning team gathering information about the new replacement product.  In the meantime, the Distance Education committee is recommending an immediate upgrade to WebCT.   
· Mr. Homer Coffman has met with the Executive Cabinet about the dire need to fund the academic technology that has not been funded for this year—i.e., WebCT, IVN, Equipment Services, Ad Astra, HVUC’s, the Learning Enhancement Center, and the Office of Distance Education Support—proposed that all courses using any online supplementation pay a new fee of $10.00 per credit hour.  He also reported that revenues from fully online courses be put into a separate account under the control of the IT Board of Directors, a proposal that Dr. Thames will take up with the CFO & Provost.  
· The Learning Enhancement Center is drafting online course review rubrics putatively intended for self-review by faculty interested in developing online courses.  Dr. Bill Powell and Dr. Lares are concerned that such a review instrument not bypass faculty input and especially that it not become another suddenly imposed administrative evaluation instrument similar to FAR.  Ms. Sheri Rawls noted all suggestions for improvement and solicits further comments from Graduate council and other representative bodies.  Dr. Lares asked Ms. Rawls to send a revised copy to Dr. Siltanen for distribution to Council members.

7.4
I-Tech Committee – Dr. Francis Daniel

No report.


7.5
Academic Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.

8.0
Unfinished Business



8.1
HPR 628 – Tabled 3/27/2006



Dr. Middlebrooks stated that HPR 628 remain tabled.

9.0
New Business

9.1
Chair-Elect – Dr. Bobby L. Middlebrooks
University Doctoral Assistantship Selection Committee –

2 Nominees

Dr. Middlebrooks initiated a discussion of developments related to allocations for Graduate Assistantships.  Major points/issues included:

· The apparent intent to immediately, and with no further counsel from the faculty or Graduate Council, implement the procedure/policy which the Provost had indicated to the Council (in the specially called meeting of March 6, 2006) was a “straw man”.  
The Council had further been led to believe by the Provost that the procedure/policy would not be implemented this year or would be implemented on a limited basis with no major impact on graduate stipends in the fall with the implication that the advice and consent of the Graduate Council, as the body representing the Faculty, would be sought and considered.
· The planned reallocation of graduate assistantship monies among units with graduate programs.

· University Doctoral Assistantship Selection Committee-

The Graduate Council (together with the Faculty Senate and Academic Council) has been asked to submit the names of two nominees for consideration for membership on this committee which will advise on the selection of graduate recipients of the new “University Doctoral Assistantship” award.
· Committee Nominees
Dr. Powell nominated Dr. Sterling-Turner and Mr. Judd for the University Doctoral Assistantship Selection Committee.  

Dr. Daniels moved and Dr. Kolbo seconded the motion to close the nominations.  The motion passed.

Dr. Middlebrooks appointed Dr. Sterling-Turner and Mr. Judd by acclamation.

Mr. Judd volunteered to draft a statement to send to the Provost addressing Councils concerns.  Dr. Blackwell and Dr. Hudson will assist Mr. Judd with the verbiage of this statement. 

10.0
Announcements

There were no announcements.

11.0
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.  The next Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for May 8, 2006.  Deadline for proposals is Thursday, 
April 27, 2006.    


___________________________


Greg Pierce, Recording Secretary


Presiding Officer 

___________________________





Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair-Elect
DATE:

April 24, 2006

TO:

Graduate Council

FROM:

Graduate Credentials Committee

RE:

Graduate Faculty Recommendations

	Last Name
	First Name
	Department
	Rec. Status

	Beard
	R. Daniel
	Music
	R3

	Hightower
	J. Taylor
	Music
	R3

	Lee
	Hsiaopei
	Music
	R3

	Machado
	Marcos
	Music
	R3

	Oakes
	Gregory, W
	Music
	R3

	Tychinski
	Bruce
	Music
	R3


	Last Name
	First Name
	Department
	Rec. Status

	Butler
	Daniel
	Int.Dev/Pol.Sc
	A2

	Finneran
	James, J
	Psychology
	A3


Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________

Bobby Middlebrooks, Chairperson

