Graduate Council Minutes

The University of Southern Mississippi

April 23, 2007
The Graduate Council met at 3:10 p.m. on April 23, 2007 in McCain Library, Room 203 with Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present: 

Dr. Ann Blackwell, Dr. Denise Brown, Dr. Francis Daniel, Dr. Sabine Heinhorst, Dr. Jane Hudson, Mr. Stephen Judd, Dr. Arthur Kaul, Dr. Jameela Lares, Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Dr. William Powell, and Dr. Heather Sterling-Turner.
The following voting members were represented by proxies to constitute a quorum: Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks for Dr. Mark Peterson and Dr. Ann Blackwell for Dr. John Rachal.
The following non-voting members were present:  Ms. Carolyn Cawthon, Ms. Sherry Laughlin for Ms. Karolyn Thompson and Mr. Greg Pierce.
The following guests were present: Ms. Sonia Adams, Ms. Tammy Adams, Dr. Mary Jane Barmettler, Dr. David Davies, Dr. Steve Oshrin, Dr. Gaylynn Parker, Ms. Dawn Porter, Ms. Desiree Rodriguez, Ms. Joyce Sanders, and Dr. Michael Ward.
1.0
Call to Order

Dr. Middlebrooks called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.   

2.0
Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the agenda for approval.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Heinhorst seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion passed.

3.0
Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the March 26, 2007 minutes for approval.  Dr. Powell
moved and Dr. Sterling-Turner seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.

4.0
Course and Program Proposals


4.1
College of Arts and Letters

4.1.1
Department of Anthropology/Sociology

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to untable SOC 564.  

Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to untable SOC 564.  The motion passed.  Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Sterling-Turner seconded a motion to approve the addition of SOC 564.  The motion passed.



4.1.2
Department of Foreign Languages & Literatures




Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify FRE 537.  Dr. Lares 




moved and Dr. Brown seconded a motion to approve the modification of 



FRE 537.  The motion passed. 




Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add FRE 656, SPE 656, and 

TSL 656.  Dr. Lares moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to accept FRE 656, SPE 656, and TSL 656 as a group.  The motion passed.  Dr. Blackwell moved and Dr. Sterling-Turner seconded a motion to approve the addition of FRE 656, SPE 656 and TSL 656.  The motion passed. 

4.1.3
Department of Political Science, Int’l Development & Affairs

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add PS 553, PS 588, PS 681 and PS 757.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to accept these additions as a group.  The motion passed.  Dr. Sterling-Turner moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the addition of PS 553, PS 588, PS 681 and PS 757.  The motion passed. 
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request the modify PS 554.  Dr. Lares moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to approve the modification of 
PS 554.  The motion passed. 

4.2
College of Business



4.2.1
No course business.

4.3
College of Education and Psychology

4.3.1
Department of Educational Leadership & Research
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify EDA 700.
Dr. Blackwell moved and Dr. Sterling-Turner seconded a motion to approve the modification of EDA 700.  The motion passed.
4.4 College of Health

4.4.1 Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add SHS 736.  Dr. Hudson moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the addition of SHS 736.  The motion passed. 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add SHS 740.  Dr. Hudson moved and Dr. Brown seconded a motion to approve the addition of SHS 740.  The motion passed.  

4.5 College of Science and Technology
4.5.1 No course business.
5.0
Officers Report


5.1
Chair – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks
Dr. Middlebrooks announced that Chair-Elect Dr. Charles Sawyer has accepted a position at another Institution. There will be a vote for a new Chair and Chair elect for 2007-2008. 

5.2
Chair-Elect – Dr. Charles Sawyer

No report.


5.3
Corresponding Secretary – Dr. Susan Siltanen 

No report.

5.4
Parliamentarian – Dr. Susan Siltanen



No report.

6.0
Standing Committee Reports


6.1
Bylaws Committee – Dr. Vernon Asper



No report.

6.2
Credentials Committee – Dr. Heather Sterling-Turner

Dr. Sterling-Turner submitted the Credentials report for April 2007 for approval.  The report was approved.  (See attached).
6.3 Election Committee – Dr. Jerome Kolbo

No report.
6.4 Policies and Procedures Committee – Dr. Art Kaul
Dr. Kaul presented the issue once more regarding the policy that faculty above the rank of instructor could not become candidates for a doctoral degree at the institution. After many circumstances were presented by the Council regarding this policy it was then decided that the complexity of this issue requires further study and a formal policy needs to be adopted under the new administration. The Council will list the positive and negative outcomes regarding this policy and submit them to the Provost. 
6.5 Program Review Committee – Dr. Jane Hudson, Chair

Dr. Hudson presented the Graduate Program Review Executive Summary for the Department of Mathematics.  The review was approved by the Council.  The Program Review Executive Summaries for Psychology and Nursing will be presented at the next Graduate Council meeting in May. 
Jodi Pettazzoni discussed with Dr Hudson the need to reassess the process of how Graduate programs are reviewed.  Dr. Hudson recommended that the original committee which included Dr. Velasquez, Dr. Evans, Dr. Siltanen, Dr. Hosman and Dr. Hudson be reconvened for this.  Topics that Jodi Pettazzoni has identified to be addressed are:  The process for programs with an external accrediting body, and the documentation that is sent to IHL.  Jane Hudson requested that the Graduate Council notify her of additional areas that need to be addressed by the May Graduate Council meeting.  The Committee will reconvene in July. 
7.0
Liaisons to University Committees


7.1
Academic Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks



No report. 

7.2 Alternative Learning Committee – Dr. Jerome Kolbo

Dr. Powell commented that it has been approved that graduate student tuition waivers apply to minisessions.  He also stated that pay increases that were suggested for summer, minisessions, overloads and adjuncts.  
continue to be reviewed. 
7.3
Assessment Committee – Dr. Jerry Griffith

No report.
7.4
Calendar Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.

7.5 Distance Education Committee – Dr. Jameela Lares

Dr. Lares reported that she was away at a conference for the April meeting of the DEC, and Dr. Powell served as her proxy.  He reports that WebCT is not funded so far, and if it is not funded it will be shut down on July 1.  He also reports the LEC pilot on podcasting, with two faculty each from the five colleges and the coast, for a total of 12 pilot faculty.  There was also some discussion of the problems with restricting online courses to "fully online students," a problematic designation for a population that the IHL wants to identify--how can online and face to face be easily bifurcated?  Dr. Powell also reported the continued concern that external marketing companies are being permitted to make curricular decisions.

The Joint Councils Distance Learning Review Committee, for which Dr. Powell also served as her proxy, agrees that approval for online instruction should be
through the Councils.  There is also concern that student evaluations for
online courses be delivered.  The Committee will reconvene to discuss forms and
formats for online course delivery approval.
7.6 Evaluation of Teaching Committee – Dr. Bill Powell

No report.

 
7.7 I-Tech Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.
7.8 University Planning Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

Dr. Middlebrooks has stated that this council is trying to figure out the best way to evaluate their processes for it to be effective for the university campus as they are reviewing different budget proposals.
8.0
Unfinished Business


8.1
No unfinished business. 

9.0 New Business

9.1 Dr. Blackwell was nominated for Graduate Council Chair for 2007-2008.  

Dr. Powell moved and Dr. Sterling-Turner seconded a motion to approve the nomination of Dr. Blackwell as Graduate Council Chair for 2007-2008.  The motion passed. Dr. Blackwell accepted the position.


9.2
Dr. Heinhorst was nominated for Graduate Council Chair-Elect for 2007-2008.



Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Powell seconded a motion to approve the nomination



of Dr. Heinhorst as Graduate Council Chair-Elect for 2007-2008.  The motion 


passed. Dr. Heinhorst accepted the position.


9.3
The Council discussed possibly having a called meeting June 4, 2007 with the 


new President Saunders.

10.0
Announcements

10.1
No announcements.
11.0
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.  The next Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 7, 2007 at 2p.m.  Deadline for proposals is Thursday, April 26, 2007.    


___________________________


Greg Pierce, Recording Secretary


Presiding Officer 


___________________________





Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair


GRADUATE MINUTES COURSE/PROGRAM SUMMARY

April 23, 2007
College of Arts and Letters
Department of Anthropology and Sociology


Add:




SOC 564

Qualitative Research 










Methods.  Three hours.









Effective summer 2007.
Department of Foreign Languages & Literatures

Modify:



FRE 537

Topics in French Culture.










Face to face format.


To:




FRE 537

Topics in French Culture.









Face to face and online 










correspondence format.










Effective summer 2007.


Add:




FRE 656

Qualitative Research for 










French.  Three hours.










Effective summer 2007.


Add:




SPA 656

Qualitative Research for 










Spanish.  Three hours.










Effective summer 2007.


Add:




TSL 656

Qualitative Research for









ESL/EFL.  Three hours.










Effective summer 2007.
Department of Political Science, Int’l Development & Affairs
Add:




PS 553


Politics and Protests. 











Three hours.









Effective fall 2007.


Add:




PS 588


Women and the Law.









Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Add:




PS 681


Feminist Political Theory









and Jurisprudence.










Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Add:




PS 757


Political Development.










Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



PS 554


African Politics.


To:




PS 554


African Politics and Culture.










Effective fall 2007.
College of Education and Psychology
Department of Educational Leadership & Research
Modify:



EDA 700

School Finance.









Face to face format.

To:




EDA 700

School Finance.









Face to face and online 









correspondence format.









Effective summer 2007.





College of Health
Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences

Add:




SHS 736

Pharmacological 









Applications in 










Audiology. Three hours.









Effective summer 2008.











Add:




SHS 740

Audiologic Habilitation.

Three hours.










Effective summer 2007.
DATE:

 April 23, 2007

TO:

Graduate Council

FROM:
Graduate Credentials Committee

RE:

Graduate Faculty Recommendations

	Name
	Department
	Recommended Status

	Causey, Carley
	Art and Design
	R2

	Fitzsimmons, Susan
	Art and Design
	R2

	Griffith, Jerry
	Geography and Geology
	R3


	Name
	Department
	Recommended Status

	Braswell, Michael
	Administration of Justice
	A3

	Hendry, Shelia
	Center for Science & Math Educ
	A3

	Massey, Brad
	Human Performance and Recreation
	A1


Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Heather Sterling-Turner, Chairperson

