Graduate Council Minutes

The University of Southern Mississippi

February 26, 2007
The Graduate Council met at 3:00 p.m. on February 26, 2007 in McCain Library, Room 203 with Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present: 

Dr. Vernon Asper, Dr. Ann Blackwell, Dr. Denise Brown, Dr. Francis Daniel, Dr. Sabine Heinhorst, Dr. Lawrence Hosman, Dr. Jane Hudson, Mr. Stephen Judd, Dr. Arthur Kaul, Dr. Jameela Lares, Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Dr. William Powell,  Dr. Charles Sawyer, and Dr. Heather Sterling-Turner. 

The following voting members were represented by proxies to constitute a quorum: Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks for Dr. Mark Peterson.
The following non-voting members were present:  Ms. Carolyn Cawthon, Mr. Greg Pierce, Dr. Susan Siltanen, Ms. Karolyn Thompson and Dr. Joe Whitehead for Dr. Rex Gandy.
The following guests were present: Dr. Patricia Biesiot, Ms. Antoinette Butler, Dr. David Davies, Dr. Ken Malone, Ms. Dawn Porter, Ms. Desiree Rodriguez, and Mr. Bruce Waguespack.
1.0
Call to Order

Dr. Middlebrooks called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   

2.0
Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the agenda for approval.  Dr. Hudson moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion passed.

3.0
Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the January 22, 2007 minutes for approval.  Dr. Lares
moved and Dr. Turner seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.

4.0
Course and Program Proposals


4.1
College of Arts and Letters

4.1.1
Department of Anthropology/Sociology

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add SOC 564.  
Dr. Hudson moved and Dr. Turner seconded a motion to table SOC 564.  The motion passed.  Council is requesting that the undergraduate syllabus be submitted.


4.1.2
Department of Political Science, Int’l Development & Affairs




Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request the add IDV 871.

Dr. Turner moved and Dr. Heinhorst seconded a motion to table IDV 871.  The motion passed. Council is requesting for evaluation criteria of this course be submitted.
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add IDV 880. Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Powell seconded a motion to approve the addition of IDV 880.  The motion passed.

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add IDV 890.  Dr. Turner moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to approve the addition of IDV 890.  The motion passed.

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add IDV 891.  Dr. Lares moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to approve the addition of IDV 891.  

The motion passed.
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add IDV 892. Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Powell seconded a motion to approve the addition of IDV 892.  The motion passed.
Dr. Turner moved and Dr. Daniel seconded a motion for a formal request to be submitted for consideration of the emphasis areas in this major.  The motion passed.


4.2
College of Business



4.2.1
No course business.

4.3
College of Education and Psychology

4.3.1
No course business.
4.4 College of Health

4.4.1 No course business. 

4.5 College of Science and Technology
4.5.1 Department of Biological Sciences

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify BSC 501, 502, 508, 509, 511, 513, 514L, 527L, 528, 530L, 532L, 541, 544, 648L, 706, 707, and 740. Dr. Powell moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the modification of BSC 501, 502, 508, 509, 511, 513, 514L, 527L, 528, 530L, 532L, 541, 544, 648L, 706, 707, and 740 as a group.  

The motion passed
Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Heinhorst seconded a motion to approve the modification of the courses BSC 501, 502, 508, 509, 511, 513, 514L, 527L, 528, 530L, 532L, 541, 544, 648L, 706, 707, and 740.
The motion passed.

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add BSC 591 and BSC 591L.
Dr. Powell moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the addition of BSC 591 and BSC 591L as a group.  The motion passed.

Dr. Turner moved and Dr. Powell seconded a motion to approve the addition of BSC 591 and BSC 591L.  The motion passed.
4.5.2 Department of Economic and Workforce Development

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify ED 665.  Dr. Hosman moved and Dr. Turner seconded a motion to approve the modification of ED 665.  The motion passed.  
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify ED 701, 725, 730, and 765.  Dr. Rachael moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the modification of ED 701, 725, 730, and 765 as a group. 

The motion passed.
Dr. Hudson moved and Dr. Daniel seconded a motion to approve the modification of ED 701, 725, 730, and 765.  The motion passed.

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to untable HCD 755 and HCD 780.  Dr. Hosman moved and Dr. Asper seconded a motion to untable HCD 755 and HCD 780.

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add HCD 755.  Dr. Powell moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the addition of HCD 755.  The motion passed. 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add HCD 780.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Turner seconded a motion to approve the addition of HCD 780. The motion passed.  Dr. Powell requested that Seminar courses be added to the Variable Title Assignment Form in order to distinguish the different topics covered.
4.5.3 School of Polymers and High Performance Materials

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify PSC 804.  Dr. Heinhorst moved and Dr. Turner seconded a motion to approve the modification of PSC 804.  The motion passed.

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to add PSC 520.  Dr. Powell moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to approve the addition of PSC 520.  The motion passed. 
5.0
Officers Report


5.1
Chair – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.

5.2
Chair-Elect – Dr. Charles Sawyer

No report.


5.3
Corresponding Secretary – Dr. Susan Siltanen 

Dr. Siltanen announced that Nursing received approval for Grad Certificates in the four emphasis areas in their MSN program from Dr. Lynn House, Associate Commissioner for Academic Affairs in the IHL Board office.  In addition, Dr. House approved the three certificates for Educational Leadership and Research doctoral students (a Special Education Certificate, an Instructional Technology Certificate, and a Community College Certificate).

5.4
Parliamentarian – Dr. Susan Siltanen

No report.
6.0
Standing Committee Reports


6.1
Bylaws Committee – Dr. Vernon Asper



No report.

6.2
Credentials Committee – Dr. Heather Sterling-Turner

Dr. Sterling-Turner submitted the Credentials report for February 2007 for approval.  The report was approved.  (See attached).
6.3
Election Committee – Dr. Jerome Kolbo

Dr. Siltanen reported that Ms. Joyce Sanders has the first draft of the ballot ready for elections. She will meet with Dr. Kolbo as well as the Departments to verify who has met the three year requirement to serve on Graduate Council. The two colleges this will involve will be Science & Technology as well as Education.  The ballots should be ready to go out next week. 
6.4 Policies and Procedures Committee – Dr. Art Kaul
No report.

6.5 Program Review Committee – Dr. Jane Hudson, Chair

Dr. Hudson commented that the committee has reviewed all of the self studies except Math and Science Education.  Everything is on target. The committee is waiting on plans and information from the deans. Then she will bring this information to the council for recommendation in March and April.

7.0
Liaisons to University Committees


7.1
Academic Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks



No report. 


7.2
Alternative Learning Committee – Dr. Jerome Kolbo

Dr. Powell commented that the proposal has now been approved by all representative groups and that there is a meeting scheduled with the Provost to discuss it.  
7.3
Assessment Committee – Dr. Jerry Griffith

No report.
7.4
Calendar Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.

7.5
Distance Education Committee – Dr. Jameela Lares

1. 
 Bill Powell recommended that the old guidelines for requesting course modification for online delivery be updated to reflect the current state of online education.  SREB requires certain information be included, but maybe SREB itself would revisit its requirements.  The Committee voted to endorse a review by Academic Council and Graduate Council of the process for course modification to online instruction.

2.
Those USM computers not set to receive automatic updates will need a patch for the new, early change to Daylight Savings Time.  (By Federal law, Daylight time begins this year and hereafter on the second Sunday in March, falling this year on March 11.)  Without the patch, a computer will not be able to communicate with SOAR.

3.
The central iTech budget only covers about 1/3 of its required expenditures.  The iTech advisory council will be meeting tomorrow (Tuesday), February 27, 2007 to prioritize programs and services.  As of Wednesday, the iTech advisory council still hadn't heard from three colleges.

4.
There needs to be a better system for determining and policing what constitutes "online classes," as some instructors are reporting their courses as face-to-face with online "supplements" when their courses are in fact 100% online but run on alternate delivery systems over which USM has no control.  Such a practice blunts or skews institutional data, and thus our funding formula, and also threatens to violate FERPA.
Dr. Powell reported that the SREB makes certain requirements that he has not found listed anywhere.  He will follow up with the SREB to verify if these requirements are in fact valid.  Dr. Powell also stated that the six points for moving a course online needs to be reevaluated. The requirements are now too broad and professors are doing Distance Ed without going through the various proposals.   He mentioned that the University may switch from Weave to TK 20 which has the capacity to do at least 90% of what WebCT can do.  TK20 will allow professors to put their whole course on this program.  Dr. Powell feels that this is an issue that will cause the traditional class to become a blur and he is raising the question of whether or not this should be maintained and should it be a part of our policy.  Not only that but does this have to go through all of the committees or groups. Dr. Kaul moved and Mr. Judd seconded that Dr. Powell head up an Ad Hoc committee concerning these issues.
7.6
Evaluation of Teaching Committee – Dr. Bill Powell

No report.
7.7
I-Tech Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.
7.8 University Planning Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

Dr. Middlebrooks raised concern over identification of the mechanism by which new academic programs submitted to the Graduate Council for approval will be supported or funded.  The Council is concerned that approval of new programs, however high the quality, might de facto result in diversion of funding from existing programs of equal quality and importance.  The Council requests that the question of the need for and source of funding be specifically addressed in proposals for new or expanded programs.
8.0
Unfinished Business


8.1
No unfinished business. 

9.0 New Business

9.1 
Certificate in College Teaching Template
The Association of American Colleges and Universities and the Council of Graduate Schools supported by the Pew Charitable Trusts and the National Science Foundation have developed several Preparing Future Faculty programs.  These programs are designed to prepare doctoral students for faculty positions and have focused most specifically on teaching.  Certificates in College Teaching are being offered at many universities. 


Building on the work of prior ad hoc committees, Dr. Siltanen presented a template on a Certificate in College Teaching developed by the above ad hoc committees for Graduate Council Approval.  If approved, the template will be sent to departments and schools to develop a specific Certificate for their students.  Departments and schools will then submit their certificates through the college councils to the Graduate Council for final approval.  
There was discussion among the council regarding whether or not each department would be interested in this certificate program. Dr. Rachal moved and Dr. Powell seconded a motion to table the distribution of the certificate template at this time. The motion passed.  It was decided Dr. Siltanen will meet and present the template to deans and departments for their consideration and feedback. 
10.0
Announcements

10.1
Dr. Siltanen announced that Dr. Jane Boudreaux was resigning her position from Graduate Council.  Dr. Denise Brown will take her place to complete this year as well as the remainder of the term which ends in 2008. 

Dr. Sawyer stated that the new email system, Oracle, will be implemented in either May or June. He also suggested that everyone may want to backup their files.
Dr. Powell shared that the ocean website is coming to an end.  The senate is exploring a survey of the faculty to question whether or not they would be interested in having their own web space.  He encouraged the council to talk to their colleagues about the survey that will be sent out.
11.0
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.  The next Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 26, 2007.  Deadline for proposals is Thursday, March 15, 2007.    

___________________________


Greg Pierce, Recording Secretary


Presiding Officer 


___________________________





Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair

GRADUATE MINUTES COURSE/PROGRAM SUMMARY

February 26, 2007
College of Arts and Letters
Department of Anthropology/Sociology


Tabled:



SOC 564

Qualitative Research 









Methods.
Department of Political Science, Int’l Development & Affairs
Tabled:



IDV 871

Institutions in 











Development.
Add:




IDV 880

Political Economy of the








Global Oil Market. 









Three hours.  









Effective summer 2007.

Add:




IDV 890

International Security.








Three hours.  









Effective summer 2007.

Add:




IDV 891

Homeland Security.









Three hours.  









Effective summer 2007.

Add:




IDV 892

Terrorism and 









Unconventional Warfare.









Three hours.









Effective summer 2007.
College of Science and Technology
Department of Biological Sciences


Modify:



BSC 501

Natural History of Animals.









One hour.


To:




BSC 501

Natural History of Animals.










Two hours. 










Effective fall 2007.




Modify:



BSC 502

Natural History of Plants.








One hour.

To:




BSC 502

Natural History of Plants.








Two hours.









Effective fall 2007.

Modify:



BSC 508

Invertebrate Zoology I.









Two hours.

To:




BSC 508

Invertebrate Zoology I.









Three hours.









Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 509

Invertebrate Zoology II.









Two hours.


To:




BSC 509

Invertebrate Zoology II.









Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 511

Entomology.









Two hours.


To:




BSC 511

Entomology.









Three hours. 









Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 513

Arachnida Biology.









Two hours.


To:




BSC 513

Arachnida Biology.









Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 514L

Ichthyology Laboratory.









One hour.


To:




BSC 514L

Ichthyology Laboratory.










Two hours.










Effective fall 2007.
Modify:



BSC 527L

Introductory Phycology 










Laboratory. One hour.


To:




BSC 527L

Introductory Phycology









Laboratory.  Two hours.










Effective fall 2007.
Modify:



BSC 528

Plant Anatomy.  Two hours.








To:




BSC 528

Plant Anatomy.  Three hours.









Effective fall 2007.

Modify:



BSC 530L

Aquatic and Marsh Plants









Laboratory.  One hour.

To:




BSC 530L

Aquatic and Marsh Plants









Laboratory.  Two hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 532L

Economic Botany 










Laboratory.  One hour


To:




BSC 532L

Economic Botany









Laboratory.  Two hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 541

Population and Community









Ecology. Two hours.


To:




BSC 541

Population and Community









Ecology.  Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.



Modify:



BSC 544

Limnology.  Two hours.

To:




BSC 544

Limnology.  Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 648L

Aquatic Insect Ecology Lab.









One hour.


To:




BSC 648L

Aquatic Insect Ecology Lab.









Two hours.  









Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



BSC 706

Principles of Biological









Systematics.  Two hours.


To:




BSC 706

Principles of Biological 










Systematics.  Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.



Modify:



BSC 707

Planktology.  Two hours.

To:




BSC 707

Planktology.  Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.

Modify:



BSC 740

Topics in Marine Biology.









Two hours.


To:




BSC 740

Topics in Marin Biology.










Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Add:




BSC 591

Introduction to 










Bioinformatics. Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Add:




BSC 591L

Bioinformatics Laboratory.










Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.
Department of Economic and Workforce Development
Modify:



ED 665

Economic Development and









Tourism.  Two hours.

To:




ED 665

Economic Development and








Tourism.  Three hours.









Effective fall 2007.





Modify:



ED 701

New South.  Two hours.

To:




ED 701

The New Economy.  










Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



ED 725

Advanced Economic









Development Finance II.










Two hours.


To:




ED 725

Technology Based 










Entrepreneurship in 










Economic Development.










Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Modify:



ED 730

Theory of Technology









Development.


To:




ED 730

Innovation and Development.










Effective fall 2007.

Modify:



ED 765

Economic Development 









Theory II.  
To:




ED 765

Business Retention and 










Expansion in the New










Economy.  










Effective fall 2007.


Add:




HCD 755

Survey , Design, and 









Administration.  Three hours.










Effective fall 2007.


Add:




HCD 780

Seminar.  Three hours.









Effective fall 2007.

School of Polymers and High Performance Materials




Modify:



PSC 804

Naturally Occurring 











Polymers.


To:




PSC 804

Biopolymers.









Effective summer 2007.


Add:




PSC 520

Experimental Design for









Polymer Scientist.  










Two hours.  













Effective summer 2007.

DATE:

 February 26, 2007

TO:

Graduate Council

FROM:
Graduate Credentials Committee

RE:

Graduate Faculty Recommendations

	Name
	Department
	Recommended Status

	Abukmail, Ahmed
	School of Computing
	R2

	El-Sawi, Khaled
	School of Computing
	R2

	Wittmann, Charles M.
	Management and Marketing
	R2

	Buchanan, Randy
	School of Computing
	R3

	LeDuff, Kim M.
	Journalism and Mass Communications
	R3

	Qualls, Carl
	Biological Sciences
	R3


	Name
	Department
	Recommended Status

	Tatchell, Kelly G.
	Biological Sciences
	A3


Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Heather Sterling-Turner, Chairperson

