Graduate Council Minutes

The University of Southern Mississippi

March 26, 2007
The Graduate Council met at 3:00 p.m. on March 26, 2007 in McCain Library, Room 203 with Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present: 

Dr. Ann Blackwell, Dr. Denise Brown, Dr. Sabine Heinhorst, Dr. Lawrence Hosman, Dr. Jane Hudson, Mr. Stephen Judd, Dr. Arthur Kaul, Dr Jerome Kolbo, Dr. Jameela Lares, Ms. Erica Lewis, Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Dr. William Powell, and Dr. John Rachal. 

The following voting members were represented by proxies to constitute a quorum: Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks for Dr. Mark Peterson.
The following non-voting members were present:  Mr. Greg Pierce, Dr. Susan Siltanen, and Dr. Joe Whitehead for Dr. Rex Gandy.
The following guests were present: Dr. David Davies, Dr. Ed Mann, Ms. Dawn Porter, Ms. Sheri Rawls, Dr. Beth Richmond, Ms. Desiree Rodriguez, and Ms. Joyce Sanders.
1.0
Call to Order

Dr. Middlebrooks called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   

2.0
Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the agenda for approval.  Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion passed.

3.0
Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the February 26, 2007 minutes for approval.  Dr. Lares
moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed.

4.0
Course and Program Proposals


4.1
College of Arts and Letters


4.1.1
Department of Political Science, Int’l Development & Affairs




Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to untable IDV 871.

Dr. Powell moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to untable IDV 871.  The motion passed.  Dr. Lares moved and Ms. Lewis seconded a motion to approve the addition of IDV 871.  The motion passed. 

4.1.2
Department of Anthropology/Sociology

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to untable SOC 564.  

Dr. Powell moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion for SOC 564 to remain tabled.  The motion passed.  Council continues to request that the undergraduate syllabus be submitted. 

4.2
College of Business



4.2.1
No course business.

4.3
College of Education and Psychology

4.3.1
Department of Educational Leadership & Research
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to approve the Certificate in Adult Education.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the Certificate in Adult Education.  The motion passed.
4.3.2 Department of Curriculum Instruction & Special Education

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify SPE 578 to SPE 678.  Dr. Blackwell moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the modification of SPE 578 to SPE 678.  The motion passed. 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify the titles of SPE 500, 597, 598, 629, 630, 631, 632, 634, 640, 641, 643, 644, 645, 650, 651, 652, 654, 692, 709, 770, 791, 792, 802, and 803.  Dr. Rachal moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to accept these title modifications as a group.  The motion passed. Dr. Blackwell moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to approve the title modifications of SPE 500, 597, 598, 629, 630, 631, 632, 634, 640, 641, 643, 644, 645, 650, 651, 652, 654, 709, 770, 791, 802, and 803 excluding 692 and 792.  The motion passed.  SPE 692 and SPE 792 were excluded due to the fact that these courses do not merit the Seminar title.
4.3.3 Department of Technology Education

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify BTE 651 and BTE 652.  Dr. Blackwell moved and Dr. Rachal seconded a motion to modify BTE 651 and BTE 652 as a group.  The motion passed.  Dr. Lares moved and Dr. Rachal seconded a motion to approve the modification of BTE 651 and BTE 652.  The motion passed. 

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify IT 645.  Dr. Lares moved and Ms. Lewis seconded a motion to approve the modification of IT 645.  The motion passed. 
4.4 College of Health

4.4.1 No course business. 

4.5 College of Science and Technology
4.5.1 Department of Biological Sciences

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify BSC 533 and 
BSC 533L.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Lares seconded a motion to modify BSC 533 and BSC 533L as a group. The motion passed.  Dr. Heinhorst moved and Dr. Hudson seconded a motion to approve the modification of BSC 533 and BSC 533L.  The motion passed. 

4.5.2 Department of Physics and Astronomy
Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to modify the master’s program in Physics to have a non-thesis option.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a motion to approve the modification of the master’s program in Physics to have a non-thesis option.  The motion passed. 
4.5.3 Department of Economic and Workforce Development

Dr. Middlebrooks presented the request to unapprove ED 725.

Dr. Rachal moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a motion to unapprove 
ED 725.  The motion passed. 
ED 725 is currently an inactive course. Council is requesting the department resubmit the course at a future date for addition.
5.0
Officers Report


5.1
Chair – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks
Dr. Middlebrooks asked Dr. Siltanen about the progress of the minor in teacher education.  She indicated that there was no action and that this issue would remain tabled until further notice. 

5.2
Chair-Elect – Dr. Charles Sawyer

No report.


5.3
Corresponding Secretary – Dr. Susan Siltanen 

Dr. Siltanen announced that there will be an online teleconference in relation to online courses. One of the themes that this teleconference will cover is how to assure academic freedom within the online context.  Dr. Siltanen offered the possibility of joining this teleconference if the council wished to do so.

5.4
Parliamentarian – Dr. Susan Siltanen



No report.

6.0
Standing Committee Reports


6.1
Bylaws Committee – Dr. Vernon Asper



No report.

6.2
Credentials Committee – Dr. Heather Sterling-Turner

Dr. Heinhorst submitted the Credentials report for March 2007 for approval.  The report was approved.  (See attached).
6.3 Election Committee – Dr. Jerome Kolbo

Dr. Kolbo stated that the election ballots were sent out to the College of Science and Technology as well as to the College of Education and Psychology.  When the ballots are returned, if there is a run off between candidates, new ballots will be sent out at the appropriate time.
6.4 Policies and Procedures Committee – Dr. Art Kaul
Dr. Kaul presented a report on the limitations of university faculty members.  This report included a statement from the USM Graduate Bulletin 2005-2006. The statement was that members of the faculty of The University of Southern Mississippi above the rank of instructor cannot become candidates for a doctoral degree at the institution. The Policies and Procedures Committee recommends revision of this policy.   After some discussion among the council it was decided for this report to be taken under advisement and Graduate Council members were encouraged to provide feedback concerning the proposed revision.
6.5 Program Review Committee – Dr. Jane Hudson, Chair

Dr. Hudson presented four Graduate Program Review Executive Summaries for the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, the Department of Mathematics, the Department of Philosophy and Religion, and the Department of English.  All were approved with the exception of the Department of Math.  The Graduate Program review for the Department of Math was postponed until the next Graduate Council meeting in order to give the council more time to evaluate this report.
7.0
Liaisons to University Committees


7.1
Academic Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks



No report. 

7.2 Alternative Learning Committee – Dr. Jerome Kolbo

Dr. Powell commented that the proposal has been reviewed by the Provost and now the proposal has gone a step further to the Executive Cabinet.

7.3
Assessment Committee – Dr. Jerry Griffith

No report.
7.4
Calendar Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.

7.5
Distance Education Committee – Dr. Jameela Lares

1. 
 With regard to the mechanics of approval for online delivery of existing courses in terms of the 5-6 requirements of SREB, Sheri Rawls mentioned that academic bodies at Ole Miss do not formally approve such modifications but rather the department chair signs off on the decision and then the distance education staff review the syllabus for technical issues prior to making the course available for registration.  On the other hand, at Mississippi State academic bodies do formally approve course modifications for online delivery.  We agreed that we need more information.  In any case, our chief academic officer has agreed that we would abide by SREB standards.
2.
Jason Lisovicz, marketing manager for the university, was present at the meeting to announce that he was developing marketing support for online courses and that Dr. Exline was planning to develop something called “Southern Miss Online,” a new, alternative online university, a separate entity that did not include crossovers from our existing students.  This news produced a flurry of questions and concerns, including whether our current online programs would be similarly marketed and also who would teach the new courses, since we should not be marketing something we do not have.  Jason indicated that marketing would be driven by interested faculty and departments, though the new program was apparently news to most committee members, including the alternative learning coordinators from the colleges, who asked to be included in such decisions.  Jason also noted that Marketing has paid for 52 weeks of front-page advertising for Southern Miss online in the Monday Hattiesburg American at $349/week.
3.
The IHL is asking the university to account for fully online courses and certificates, but data collection is difficult , both because the programs are not coded as fully online and because there are crossover students from other programs, not to mention the widely made assumption that courses are not significantly changed by online delivery.  One indicator of the difficulty and/or perceived irrelevance of such data collection is that the last time this request came up a few years ago, only one IHL institution furnished the data.  The request may die a natural death, though it was suggested that we could create academic plans that are labeled as online.  The general concern was that the tail was wagging the dog.
4.
The final report was on Horizon Wimba, the expanded program for online course delivery, now in a pilot with 24 courses but about to roll out campuswide.  See the demo at http://www.horizonwimba.com/products/liveclassroom/.
Also note that Dr. Exline has announced a university wide meeting later this week with SunGard, consultants in software and processing solutions for financial services, higher education and the public sector.  A general session for all chairs, deans, and interested faculty on March 28, from 8-10 a.m., in JGH 115, will be followed by meetings with chairs/deans in separate college meetings, allowing faculty to voice their concerns about distance education within their disciplines and learn how other universities have addressed such concerns.  On March 29 there will be another general meeting from 9:30-12:30 in Library 123 on the “program assessment level-distance education gap analysis,” addressing such issues as market assessment, program development criteria, infrastructure and technology needs, student services and orientation needs, and faculty numbers and compensation.
Dr. Kolbo moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a motion to have a called meeting with Academic Council, Graduate Council on April 16 at 3 and invite the Provost to address the issue in distance education including but not limited to the Southern Miss Online Concept.  The motion passed.
7.6 Evaluation of Teaching Committee – Dr. Bill Powell

Dr. Powell stated that spring 8W1 courses have not yet been evaluated. The “switch was not turned on” for the 8W1 students to evaluate their instructors.
 
7.7 I-Tech Committee – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.
7.8 University Planning Council – Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks

No report.
8.0
Unfinished Business


8.1
No unfinished business. 

9.0 New Business

9.1 
 No new business.
10.0
Announcements

10.1
No announcements.
11.0
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.  The next Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 23, 2007.  Deadline for proposals is Thursday, April 12, 2007.    

___________________________


Greg Pierce, Recording Secretary


Presiding Officer 


___________________________





Dr. Bobby Middlebrooks, Chair

GRADUATE MINUTES COURSE/PROGRAM SUMMARY

March 26, 2007
College of Arts and Letters
Department of Political Science, Int’l Development & Affairs
Add:




IDV 871

Institutions in 











Development. Three hours.









Effective summer 2007.
Department of Anthropology/Sociology


Tabled:



SOC 564

Qualitative Research 









Methods.

College of Education and Psychology
Department of Educational Leadership & Research
Add:




Adult Education Certificate.  Effective fall 2007






Pending IHL approval.

Department of Curriculum Instruction & Special Education

Modify:



SPE 578

Specialized Studies in










Developmental Disabilities.

To:




SPE 678

Specialized Studies in 









Developmental Disabilities.










Effective summer 2007.

Modify:
SPE 500

The Psychology and 









Education of the Exceptional 









Individual.


To:




SPE 500

Psychology and Education of 









the Exceptional Children.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 597

Professional Collaboration 










for Developmental Disability










Services.


To:




SPE 597

Developmental Disability 










Service Collaboration.










Effective summer 2007.

Modify:



SPE 598

Families of the 










Developmentally Disabled.


To:




SPE 598

Families of Individuals with 










Disabilities.  










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 629

Advanced intervention 










Procedures for Young 










Children with Disabilities.


To:




SPE 629

Intervention for Young 










Children with Disabilities.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 630

Advanced Studies in 










Learning Disabilities.


To:




SPE 630

Advanced Seminar in
Leaning Disabilities.

Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 631

Programming for Elementary 










Students with Learning 










Disabilities: Advanced 










Studies.  


To:




SPE 631

Methods of Instruction:









Elementary Special 










Education.  










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 632

Programming for Secondary 










Students with Learning 










Disabilities: Advanced 










Studies.


To:




SPE 632

Methods of Instruction: 










Secondary Special Education.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 634

Practicum in Learning 










Disabilities.


To:




SPE 634

Practicum in Learning/ 










Cognitive Disabilities.










Effective summer 2007.

Modify:



SPE 640

Advanced Studies of Mental









Retardation.


To:




SPE 640

Advanced Seminar in









Cognitive Disabilities.











Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 641

Vocational Education in 










Mental Retardation.


To:




SPE 641

Transition Programming: 










School to Adult life.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 643

Advanced Curriculum 









Studies for Individuals with 










Mental Retardation.


To:




SPE 643

Curriculum for Severe/Low 










Incidence Disabilities.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 644

Practicum in Mental 










Retardation.


To:




SPE 644

Practicum in Severe and Low









Incidence Disabilities.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 645

Assessment and Intervention 










for individuals with severe 










and Profound Disabilities.


To:




SPE 645

Assessment for Severe/Low









Incidence Disabilities.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 650

The Psychology and
Education of Individuals with

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders.


To:




SPE 650

Characteristics: Children with 










Emotional Disorders.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 651

Advanced Methods in 









Behavioral Management for 










Individuals with Disabilities.


To:




SPE 651

Advanced Behavior 










Intervention Planning.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 652

Instruction and Programming 









for Social and Emotional 










Competency Individuals with 










Emotional and Behavioral 










Disorders.


To:




SPE 652

Teaching Social and 










Emotional Skills.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 654

Practicum in Teaching 










Individuals with Emotional










and Behavioral Disorders.


To:




SPE 654

Practicum: Individuals with 










Emotional Disorders.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 709

Assessment of Individuals









with Exceptionalities 










Assessment of Exceptional 










Individuals.


To:




SPE 709

Assessment of Exceptional









Individuals.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 770

Administration and 









Supervision of Programs for 










Exceptional Children.


To:




SPE 770

Legal Issues in Educating 










Exceptional Children.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 791

Research in Special 










Education.


To:




SPE 791

Advanced Research in 










Special Education.









Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



SPE 802

Public Relations, Service, 










and Leadership in Special










Education.


To:




SPE 802

Public Relations, Service, 










and Leadership Education.










Effective summer 2007.

Modify:



SPE 803

Program Evaluation and 










Grant Writing in Special










Education.


To:




SPE 803

Program Evaluation and
Grant Writing.

Effective summer 2007.

Department of Technology Education

Modify:



BTE 651

Principles of Business 










Education.


To:




BTE 651

Principles of Business









Education.  Online 










Correspondence format.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



BTE 652

Seminar in Business 










Education.


To:




BTE 652

Seminar in Business









Education. Online 










Correspondence format.










Effective summer 2007.


Modify:



IT 645


Computers in Education.


To:




IT 645


Computers in Education.









Hybrid and online 










Correspondence format.










Effective fall 2007.





College of Science and Technology
Department of Biological Sciences


Modify:



BSC 533

Taxonomy of Local Flora.

To:




BSC 533

Plant Systematics.










Effective fall 2007.




Modify:



BSC 533L

Taxonomy of Local Flora.
To:




BSC 533L

Plant Systematics.








Effective fall 2007.

Department of Physics
Modify:
Master’s degree program in Physics.
To:
Master’s degree program in Physics allowing the option of non-thesis.  Effective fall 2007.

DATE:

 March 26, 2007

TO:

Graduate Council

FROM:
Graduate Credentials Committee

RE:

Graduate Faculty Recommendations

	Name
	Department
	Recommended Status

	Foxworth, Marilyn
	Curriculum, Instruction & Special Ed.
	R3

	Larmon, Marilyn M.
	Curriculum, Instruction & Special Ed.
	R3

	McDowell, Linda G.
	Curriculum, Instruction & Special Ed.
	R3

	Richmond, Beth A.
	Curriculum, Instruction & Special Ed.
	R3

	Haggard, Dana L.
	Management and Marketing
	R2

	Kamall, Vafa
	Community Health Sciences
	R2


	Name
	Department
	Recommended Status

	Wood, Forrest
	Philosophy & Religion
	A2

	Kerfeld, Cheryl
	Chemistry and Biochemistry
	A3


Respectfully submitted,

_________________________________

Heather Sterling-Turner, Chairperson

