Graduate Council Minutes

The University of Southern Mississippi

February 25, 2008
The Graduate Council met at 3:00 p.m. on February 25, 2008 in McCain Library, Room 203 with Dr. Ann Blackwell, Chair of the Graduate Council, presiding.

The following voting members were present: Dr. Vernon Asper, Dr. Ann Blackwell, Dr. Denise Brown, Dr. Joanne Burnett, Dr. Stanley Clark, Dr. Francis Daniel, Dr. Jerry Griffith, Dr. Sabine Heinhorst, Dr. Lawrence Hosman, Dr. Jane Hudson, Mr. Stephen Judd, Dr. Ernest King, Dr. Jerome Kolbo, Dr. Bonnie Nicholson, Dr. Sharon Rouse, and Dr. Shiao Wang. 
The following voting members were represented by proxies to constitute a quorum: Dr. Ann Blackwell for Dr. Mark Peterson, and Dr. Kay Harris for Dr. Ellen Weinauer.
The following non-voting members were present: Ms. Carolyn Cawthon, Mr. Greg Pierce, Dr. Susan Siltanen, Ms. Karolyn Thompson, Dr. Joe Whitehead for Dr. Rex Gandy, and Dr. Jeanne Gillespie for Dr. Denise von Herrmann.
The following guests were present: Ms. Tammy Adams, Mr. Desmond Fletcher, Dr. Robert Pauly, Ms. Dawn Porter, Ms. Desiree Rodriguez, and Ms. Joyce Sanders.
1.0
Call to Order

Dr. Blackwell called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   

2.0
Adoption of Agenda

Dr. Blackwell presented the agenda for approval.  Mr. Judd moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion passed.

3.0
Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Blackwell presented the January 28, 2008 minutes for approval.  Dr. King moved and Dr. Rouse seconded a motion to approve the January 28, 2008 minutes.  The motion passed.

4.0
Course and Program Proposals


4.1
College of Arts and Letters

4.1.1
Department of Political Science, International Development and International Affairs
Dr. Blackwell presented the request to add IDV 795, IDV 872, IDV 873, IDV 874, and IDV 875.  Dr. Kolbo moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a motion to request the addition of IDV 795, IDV 872, IDV 873, IDV 874, and IDV 875 as a group.  The motion passed.  Dr. Kolbo moved and Mr. Judd seconded a motion to table the addition of IDV 795, IDV 872, IDV 873, IDV 874, and IDV 875.  The motion passed.  
Council is requesting more clarification regarding online status and requests that the proposals be resubmitted reflecting these clarifications. 

4.1.2
Interdisciplinary Studies Certificate Program


Dr. Blackwell presented the request to add IDS 601, IDS 611, IDS 621, and IDS 631.  Dr. King moved and Dr. Hudson seconded a motion to request the addition of IDS 601, IDS 611, IDS 621, and IDS 631 as a group.  The motion passed. Dr. King moved and Dr. Daniel seconded a motion to table the request to add IDS 601, IDS 622, IDS 621, and IDS 631.  The motion passed.  Council is requesting that a representative in charge of the graduate certificate program attend the next meeting. 



4.1.3
Department of Theatre and Dance




Dr. Blackwell presented the request to modify THE 527 and THE 528.  Dr. Hosman 




moved and Dr. King seconded a motion to request modification of THE 527 and THE




528 as a group.  The motion passed.  Dr. Brown moved and Dr. Hosman seconded a 




motion to approve the modification of THE 527 and THE 528.  The motion passed. 


4.2
College of Business



4.2.1
No course business.

4.3
College of Education and Psychology
No course business.
4.4 College of Health
4.4.1
Department of Speech & Hearing Sciences

Dr. Blackwell presented the request to modify SHS 592. It was agreed among Council that SHS 592 remain tabled.  Council is still awaiting clarification between the graduate and undergraduate course as well as clarification on the research component.  
4.4 College of Science and Technology
4.5.1
School of Construction
Dr. Blackwell presented the request to untable the discussion of degree proposal requirements.  Dr. Brown moved and Dr. King seconded a motion to untable the discussion of the degree proposal requirements.  The motion passed. Dr. Brown moved and Dr. King seconded a motion to remove discussion of degree proposal requirements from the agenda.  The motion passed.  Discussion of degree proposal requirements was removed from the agenda until further notice.
5.0
Officers Report


5.1
Chair – Dr. Ann Blackwell


Dr. Blackwell reported the following:
· Dr. Middlebrooks solicited thoughts concerning honorary degrees.  It was suggested at Provost Council that honorary degrees should be issued only under special circumstances. The practice should not be used as an avenue to collect donations for the university. 

· The university has been approached with an opportunity to host and/or educate approximately 1,000 Chinese students per year.  One challenge may be the infrastructure and funds to support changes to the infrastructure.  However, a similar project was conducted with the University of Memphis and the Chinese may provide monies needed for infrastructure changes.

· The Emergency Security Plan currently has notification in place through internet, email, and telephone.  The university is working on a public address system to be installed initially in residence halls, the Payne Center, and Thad Cochran Center.  Text messaging will be an opt-in system for faculty/students.


5.2
Chair-Elect – Dr. Sabine Heinhorst
Dr. Heinhorst reported the following from Provost’s Council 2/25/08:

· As recommended by Noel-Levitz (consultants), a student satisfaction inventory will be administered that will involve ≥2425 undergraduate on the Hattiesburg and Gulf Coast campuses. Dr. Kristi Motter has selected participating classes. Annual surveys are planned for the future.
· The University Strategic Planning Committee is refining the measurable indicators of performance for Southern Miss. These will be incorporated into a new strategic plan for the university.
· Dr. Siltanen distributed a compilation of honorary doctoral degree policies from various universities. She will convene a committee to address the quantity vs. quality issue that is a concern among faculty and the issue of linking such a degree to fundraising.
· The deadline for Grand Marshal Nominations was extended to Feb. 29 in an effort to encourage additional nominations.
5.3 Corresponding Secretary – Dr. Susan Siltanen 

Dr. Siltanen reported on the Conference of Southern Graduate Schools annual meeting. Specifically, she presented updates on the Bologna Project developed by the European Union countries and the new Professional Science Master’s degree. She also discussed the Graduate Research Symposium scheduled for April 11, 2008. Dr. Joanne Tornow, acting Director of the Molecular and Cellular Biosciences Division of the National Science Foundation is the keynote speaker
5.4
Parliamentarian – Dr. Susan Siltanen



 No report.
6.0
Standing Committee Reports


6.1
Bylaws Committee – Dr. Vernon Asper



 No report.
6.2
Credentials Committee – Dr. Sabine Heinhorst
Dr. Sabine Heinhorst submitted the Credentials report for February 2008 for approval.  The report was approved.  (See attached).
6.3 Election Committee – Dr. Ellen Weinauer
In January, Ellen Weinauer, Chair of the Elections Committee, met with Susan Siltanen and Ann Blackwell to determine procedures and timelines for upcoming GC elections.  Elections will proceed as follows:

--after the February GC meeting, Joyce Sanders will prepare a list of eligible faculty to department chairs for review.  Chairs will verify eligibility and check with faculty to verify that they are willing to serve on GC.  Chairs will have approximately two weeks to return the faculty lists to Joyce with any deletions.

--just after spring break, the first round of ballots will be sent to faculty; faculty will have approximately 10 days to return the ballots.

--during the first week of April, the first round of ballots will be tallied.

--if a run-off election is required, second ballots will be sent in the second week of April; faculty will have approximately one week to return the second ballot, which will be tallied immediately afterwards.

--at the April GC meeting, the Elections Committee will present results of the elections to the GC; letters will be sent to newly elected GC members.  Those members may attend the May GC meeting if they wish to. 

6.4 Policies and Procedures Committee – Dr. Art Kaul
Dr. Kaul submitted the following report: The Graduate Council Policy and Procedure Committee recommends adoption of the following course number designations for inclusion in University Bulletins and transcripts.
500 – 599        Master’s Level Graduate

           


600 – 699        Upper-Level Master’s Graduate 
700 – 799        Specialist and Doctoral-Level Graduate

            

800 – 899        Doctoral-Level Graduate
Rationale and Justification.  The recommendation above is intended to provide general guidelines for interpreting various numerical levels of graduate courses offered by The University of Southern Mississippi.  USM graduate transcripts should be enhanced with inclusion of this information, especially for those unfamiliar with the University who attempt to assess the level of graduate course work offered.  Finally, the course number designations do not reflect restrictions to the program level of students allowed to take specific courses.
6.5 Program Review Committee – Dr. Lawrence Hosman, Chair

No report.
7.0
Liaisons to University Committees


7.1
Assessment Committee- Dr. Jerry Griffith
Dr. Griffith reported the following: The University Assessment Committee met with President Saunders to discuss concerns over the university assessment procedures.  While we believe we have the president’s support for the process of assessment, she is not going to dictate how assessment will be done or how these links between assessments, budget priorities, etc., will be made.  And really, the committee doesn’t think we want her to do that.  The new provost and the deans will be directly involved in that process.  What we accomplished in this meeting was to let her know what we are doing, that we think assessment is important, and to raise some concerns that will need to be addressed. 
7.2
Distance Education Committee – Dr. Joanne Burnett
Dr. Burnett reported that this committee no longer exists.
7.3 Evaluation of Teaching Committee –Dr. Bonnie Nicholson
No report.
7.4 I-Tech Advisory Council – Dr. Ann Blackwell
Dr. Blackwell reported that this committee no longer exists.

7.5 
Calendar Committee-
Dr. Ann Blackwell

Dr. Blackwell reported that spring break in 2009 has been changed to the third week in March (March 16-20).  The public schools have statewide testing scheduled the second week in March 2009; the change was made to coincide with the schedules of local public schools. 


7.6
Strategic Planning Committee- Dr. Ann Blackwell

Dr. Blackwell stated that the committee has met twice.  Based on the four areas of strategic focus derived from the campus dialogues (image development, connection with community, top flight education, culture of healthy minds and bodies), key performance indicators were identified by the Cabinet and the Deans.  Initial feedback concerning the key performance indicators has been collected, and additional key performance indicators identified.  The committee will be broken into subgroups based on the four areas of strategic focus, and the key performance indicators will be further refined.  The goal is to secure a great deal of input.



8.0
Ad Hoc Committee Reports


8.1
AC/GC Ad Hoc Committee on Distance Education- Dr. Denise Brown

Dr. Brown commented that the ad hoc committee has met twice. Dr. Powell provided the committee with a list of issues to discuss and address. The committee is collecting specific information related to a number of these points for a follow-up meeting the week after Spring break.  We discussed the committee's concern that we need a mechanism to identify when a particular curriculum reaches the 51% of courses being offered in an online format.  The committee will prepare recommendations that will be forwarded to both the Graduate and Academic Councils by the end of the spring semester.

9.0
Unfinished Business


9.1
No unfinished business.
10.0
New Business

10.1
Requirements for Admission to Doctoral Graduate Programs

The College of Science and Technology submitted a proposal to change certain requirements for admissions to doctoral graduate programs.  After some discussion, the proposal was approved by Council.
Proposed Wording for the 2008-2009 Graduate Bulletin:

Types of Admission to Doctoral Programs
Doctoral degrees are research degrees that provide (a) specialized, advanced knowledge of a discipline, (b) an ability to integrate a specialized field of study into the larger areas of knowledge, and (c) the critical, analytical, and/or problem-solving tools needed to produce original, independent scholarly research or creative work in a discipline, thus contributing to the discipline’s body of knowledge.
Advanced graduate programs leading to the doctoral degree are available to qualified students. An applicant may be granted regular or conditional admission to these programs.
II. Regular Admission

Minimum standards for regular admission are as follows:
A. The applicant must hold a baccalaureate or master’s degree from an institution approved by a recognized accrediting agency. The degree required for entry into a doctoral program varies by department.
B. The applicant must be eligible to re-enter in good standing the last college or university attended.

C. The applicant must present evidence, by official transcript, of a grade point average equivalent to at least 2.75 (calculated on a 4.0 scale) for the last two years of undergraduate study and a grade point average of at least 3.0 on undergraduate courses in the filed of proposed graduate study. Applicants who hold a master’s degree must present evidence, by official transcript, of a grade point average of no lower than 3.50 (calculated on a 4.0 scale) on previous graduate course work. Applicants must also submit official transcripts from all other institutions they attended.

10.2 Credit Hours Required for Doctoral Graduate Degrees

The College of Science and Technology proposed the following changes for the credit hours required for doctoral graduate degrees.  After some discussion, the proposal was approved by Council.
Proposed Wording for the 2008/2009 Graduate Bulletin:

Doctoral degrees are research degrees that provide (a) specialized, advanced knowledge of a discipline, (b) an ability to integrate a specialized field into the larger areas of knowledge, and (c) the critical, analytical and/or problem-solving tools needed to produce original, independent scholarly research or creative work in a discipline, thus contributing to the discipline’s body of knowledge.

I.
Credit Hours

All doctoral degrees entail a minimum of eighty-four (84) semester hours of course work beyond the bachelor’s degree or fifty-four (54) semester hours of course work beyond the bachelor’s degree beyond the master’s degree. Individual departments may have additional requirements. A 3.0 GPA and no grade below a “C” are required for graduation.

10.3 Qualifying Exam

The College of Science and Technology proposed the following changes for the doctoral degree requirements for the qualifying exam. After some discussion, the proposal was approved by Council.
Proposed Wording for the 2008/2009 Graduate Bulletin:

Doctoral Degree Requirements

VIII. 
Qualifying Exam

At or near the beginning of the student’s work beyond the master’s level, the department or school may require a preliminary examination to determine the student’s qualification to pursue a doctoral degree and to assist the student’s advisory committee in planning the degree program. The details of the qualifying examination, including the time, date, and place of administration, will be determined by the particular department and are discussed in the department's graduate handbook. The results of the qualifying examination form should be submitted to the Graduate Studies Office.

10.4
Input for Library Dean Search Committee

Dr. Brown commented that telephone interviews are in process for the main pool of candidates. Once telephone interviews are completed, a final pool of candidates will be identified for campus visits.  The selection committee did request that the graduate council members identify any specific skills that are important for graduate programs that the search committee should consider. A number of graduate council members indicated that technology skills and expertise were especially important for graduate programs. Limited library budgets have limited the number of electronic resources particularly in the hard sciences necessary to support graduate education. The need for technology skills was also identified as necessary to support the demands of the growing presence on online course delivery. Graduate council members also indicated that cost sharing and/or partnerships with other libraries would be helpful in expanding resources available for graduate programs.

11.0
Announcements

11.1
No announcements.
12.0
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned.  The next Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 24, 2008 at 3p.m.  Deadline for proposals is Thursday, March 13, 2008.    


___________________________

___________________________

Greg Pierce, Recording Secretary

Dr. Ann Blackwell, Chair
GRADUATE MINUTES COURSE/PROGRAM SUMMARY

February 25, 2008
College of Arts and Letters

Department of Political Science, International Development and International Affairs
Tabled:



IDV 795

U.S. National Security Policy.
Tabled:



IDV 872

Nation/State Building.

Tabled:



IDV 873

Political Economy of Global








Climate Change.

Tabled:



IDV 874

Ethnic Conflict and Civil War.

Tabled:



IDV 875

Political Economy of Middle East








and North Africa.

Interdisciplinary Studies Certificate Program


Tabled:



IDS 601

Perspectives of Interdisciplinary









Studies and Portfolio Assessment.

Tabled:



IDS 611

Models of Inquiry in Contemporary









Issues.


Tabled:



IDS 621

Advanced Interdisciplinary Studies









Seminar.


Tabled:



IDS 631

Applied Research in Interdisciplinary









Studies.

Department of Theatre and Dance

Modify:



THE 527

Survey of Theatre History.


To: 




THE 527

Survey of Theatre History Part I.











Effective fall 2008.


Modify:



THE 528

History of Theatre Production.


To: 




THE 528

Survey of Theatre History Part II.









Effective fall 2008.

College of Health
Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences


Tabled:



SHS 592

Special Problems.

DATE: February 2008

TO: Graduate Council

FROM: Graduate Credentials Committee

RE: Graduate Faculty Recommendations

	Name
	Department
	Recommendation Status

	Gourd, Jean
	Computing
	A-1

	Krebs, Gary
	HPR
	A-3

	Mathis, Barbara
	Music
	A-3

	Walters, Marsha
	ELR
	A-2


	Name
	Departments
	Recommendation Status

	Liu, Shujie
	ELR
	R-3

	Mohn, Richard
	ELR
	R-3

	Parker, Gaylynn
	ELR
	R-2


Respectfully submitted,

___________________________

Dr. Sabine Heinhorst, Chair

