Approved

Graduate Council/Academic Council
Policy for Evaluation and Proposal of On-line Programs 
Prior to submission of the request to offer an entire degree program online, all online courses in the proposed  (online) degree program must be previously approved by the appropriate faculty within the unit, the respective college curriculum committee(s) and the appropriate University Council (Graduate Council or Academic Council). 

Courses for online delivery must comply with Rehabilitation Act Section 508. 

Program approval must follow all IHL requirements for approval including submission of Library impact letter and other IHL forms for new programs/modifications for on-line delivery.

I. Administration

1. What is the responsible academic unit(s) and college, with identified faculty responsible for administering the degree program?
2. What is the main purpose of offering this distance learning (online) degree program?
3. How does this compare to other similar programs at the University of Southern Miss? In the state? In the region?
4. What changes in faculty/staff are required to administer/teach this program?
5. How will these changes affect the other programs within the unit and college?
II. Determination of Program Need
1. Describe the process the faculty used to initiate and develop the online program, (include what assessment results have lead to proposing an online degree program).

2. How was it determined (what criteria was used) to offer this program online?

3. How many students must be enrolled to make the online program minimally viable? 

4. What faculty/student ratio is anticipated for this online program? 

5. How does this faculty/student ratio compare to the existing traditional program offered?
6. Will students be required to visit on campus?  If yes, explain:
7. Will students be allowed to combine on-campus (face to face) AND distance learning (on-line) courses within this degree? If yes, explain:

III. Student Performance and Security

1. How will student performance on assignments, exams, quizzes and final exams        (including comprehensive exams) be administered and evaluated? 
a. Will students be required to come to campus for exams?
b.  Will students take on-line exams and how will they be administered? 
c. What are the procedures for selecting proctors, establishing student identity, 

assuring security of test instruments, administering exams, and assuring secure 

and prompt evaluation?

2.  What are the research components of this online degree program?
3.  How are research components evaluated? 
4.  How will the program handle General Education Core requirement, oral 

     communication components, capstone, and writing intensive areas related to the   

     General Education Core.

5.  Submit assessment plan for program.  
IV. Access and Use of Learning Resources


 1. What mechanisms are in place to provide and assess students’ access to and use of       

             appropriate, necessary, and relevant learning resources [facilities, laboratories,  

             libraries, technical expertise, etc.] , and how is this communicated to the student?
2. Does the program have the expectation that students may require access to and    use of non-online resources to complete the program.  Students may need to use physical resources (library or laboratory/clinical setting). If yes, explain:
V.  Faculty/Student Interaction and Mentoring

1. How will the program assure that each student is appropriately mentored,                     including advising, instructor-student and student-student interaction, interaction with major professor and other faculty, comprehensive examinations, thesis/research project advisement and oversight, and professional growth?

2. Describe the program that will be available to students online (e.g., program website, student handbook, etc) to furnish essential program information.

VI.  Milestones of Student Progress 
 1.  What are the minimal criteria for assessing the progress of students’ completion of the online program?
2. What mechanisms and/or procedures will assure that students make reasonable    progress toward the completion of the online degree program?

3.  What policies/procedures would apply to those students who do not demonstrate minimal progress toward completion of the program?

VII.  Faculty and Program Support Services

1.  What are the minimal support services required to make the online program viable?
2.  Describe support services available to those faculty members responsible for working directly and indirectly with students in the online program.
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