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National Home
Ownership Month
Ativities
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Hattiesburg Housing Application Fair

Ivig Pulliam, right, of The University of Southem Mississippi Institute for
Disability Studies (1D3), assists a potential home owner at the Housing
Application Fair hosted by IDS as part of its Mational Home Ownership
Month activities in June. The application fair was held for Hattieshurg
and surrounding areas on June 9 at the Jackie Dole Shermill Community
Center. “Because June is Mational Homeownership Month,” said Cassie
Hicks, coordinator of housing initiatives for the Institute for Disability
Studies, “it was the ideal month to focus on buying a home in the
Hattigshurg area.” IDS currently has grant funds for qualifying applicants
to receive up to 515,000 in down payment assistance. Applicants must
have a disability or live with a family member with a disability and meet
grant criteria to qualify for funds. Twenty-nine applications were taken for
the Mississippi Home of Your Cwn program during the fair.
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IDS Takes Part in
Section 8 Workshop

The Mississippi Regional
Housing Authority No. VI
hosted a Section 8 home
ownership workshop on June
25 in Hattiesburg to inform
clients about vouchers available
to assist with home ownership.
Heather Steele made a
presentation on ID3's HOYO
and IDA programs.



Housing View

Housewarming Held
for New Home Owner

Chiquita Simmons is a single mom who was diag-
nosed at birth with profound hearing loss. Since
her high school graduation in 2000, she has lived
with family. Simmons decided about three years
ago that she would like to own her own home so
she began preparing by looking into what it would
take to pursue her dream.

Simmons was approved through BankPlus,

and her lender referred her to HOYO for grant
assistance. Simmon’s realtor, Cindy Robertson,
worked closely with her to fax required
documents and other information to help make
the home purchase a smooth transaction.
Heather Steele and Chandar Turner met with
Simmons and her mother, Dorothy Green, to
conduct a person-centered planning session in
March to determine services and supports that
she might need. Simmons purchased her home
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Chiguita Simmons, center, welcomes family, friends and
community pariners to her new home at her houswarming
on June 26. Heather Steele, right, of IDS worked with
Simmons to achieve home ownership.

in May using $15,500 in grant assistance through
a Federal Home Loan Bank, BankPlus and
Mississippi Housing Disability Grant partnership.
HOYO held a housewarming celebration for
Simmons on June 26 at her new home in Clinton.

Make Your Home

IN JACKSON

New City of Jackson
HOME Poster Makes
Debut

“Make Your Home in Jackson,” is the headline of

a new poster promoting the city of Jackson HOME
Parinership program. 1DS has worked with the city
of Jackson to assist qualifying families with a family
member with a disability in becoming home owners
within the city limits of Jackson since 2003. Since
that time, 47 families have made their home in
Jackson.

“We began distributing posters around town with
several funders and local churches with a poster
distribution blitz day," said Cassie Hicks, IDS coor-
dinator of housing. “Please call our Jackson office
if you would like to display a poster for the city of
Jackson program.”
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