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What is this conference apout?

The conference program is an exciting mix of policy and practices for supporting young children with special needs
and their families. National leaders in the field will share their perspectives on current and future trends in
Mississippi and the United States, Participants will have opportunities to explore recommended best practices,
learn about new research, network with other professionals, and experience creative, fun approaches to early
intervention and education.

Who should attend?
This conference is appropriate for anyone involved in the care and coordination of services and supports for
children birth to 5 with special needs and their families. These individuals include

* family members

* regular and special educators
* program directors

* early interventionists

s childcare providers

* administrators

*» psychologists

* social workers

* mental health providers

* service coordinators

» physicians

s speech and language therapists

» occupational therapists
* physical therapists

* audiologists

* behavioral specialists

* higher education faculty
* students

opics and Speakers
Thursday, April 27
“Using an Evidence-Based Practice
Model in Early Childhood
Intervention”
M‘Lisa L. Sheldon, PT, Ph.D. and
Dathan D. Rush, M.A., CCC-SLP

With the Mississippi Early
Intervention Program moving
more toward a transdisciplinary
model of service delivery, the
coaching model has become a focal
point of learning. This evidence-
based model is being used in
several state early intervention
programs. Emphasis will be
placed on cultivating the skills of
providers as well as families while
making the most of natural
learning environments.

Friday, April 28
“Characteristics and Features of

Common Genetic Disorders
Alan Percy, M.D.

Information will be provided
regarding specific genetic and
clinical diagnoses from high to low
incidence, Specific medical needs
will be discussed with regards to
providing family-centered services.
Focus will be placed on the need
for continuously updating medical
information and resources.

Friday, April 28
“The Dance of Partnership:
Supporting Families”
Mary E. Rugg, M.Ed.

With the continued need of
providing family-centered services,
all early intervention providers
strive to identify individual
strengths, interests and natural
learning opportunities for the child
and the family. Through the use of
child vignettes and strength-based
portfolio examples, ways to
enhance communication and
nurture relationships with families
will be expiored.

Friday, April 28
“Utilizing Multiple Intelligences in
Multiple Environments”
Thomas Armstrong, Ph.D.

The theory of multiple intelligences
has grabbed the attention of many
educators around the country. In
addition, hundreds of schools are
currently using this philosophy to
redesign the way children are
educated. This theory is pertinent
when a provider is challenged in
using the more traditional
linguistic or logical ways of
instruction. The theory of multiple
intelligences will be discussed to
facilitate effective learning,

Post-Conference Session for
Childecare Providers

Saturday, April 29

“Rubber Duckies, Hide ‘n’ Seek
and Dirt! What Do They Have In
Common? Ways To Help All
Young Children Learn Through
Everyday Activities!”

Mary E. Rugg, M.Ed.

The purpose of this workshop is
to assist childcare providers in
supporting infants, toddlers and
preschool children with disabilities
to actively participate in the
childcare setting.
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