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Today’s children with hearing loss may surprise you! With the help of cochlear
implants, digital hearing aids, and specialized instruction in listening and spoken
language, deaf children can learn to listen and speak, just like their hearing peers.
According to the University of Michigan, over 100,000 people have received cochlear
implants in the past 20 years. Children with hearing impairment, however, are rarely
represented in children’s literature and cochlear implant technology is widely

misunderstood.

To address these problems, Elizabeth Boschini, a student pursuing a degree in
Speech-Language Pathology at Texas Christian University (TCU), and Rachel Chaikof, a
bilateral cochlear implant user and student at the Savannah College of Art and Design
(SCAD), created a new children’s book, Ellie’s Ears. Written by Boschini and illustrated
by Chaikof, the story presents cochlear implants and deafness from the perspective of
Ellie, a ten-year-old deaf girl with bilateral cochlear implants, as she explains her hearing

loss to a new student in her mainstream 3™ grade class.

Ellie’s Ears will be released to the public on May 1, 2008, in honor of ASHA’s
Better Hearing and Speech Month. The book is available for purchase at

http://stores.lulu.com/EaRbooks, and the author and illustrator can be contacted at

elliesearsbook@gmail.com or via their website, www.cochlearimplantonline.com.

Proceeds from book sales will benefit organizations that provide legal advocacy and
financial assistance to people in need of cochlear implants and other assistive listening

devices.
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