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IDV 719
Research Design I
Syllabus
Fall 2009
Shahdad Naghshpour

Office

: North Complex, Suite 20 room 1
Phone

: (228) 332-1186
Email

: s.naghshpour@usm.edu
Fax 

: (228) 214-3234

Office hours
: By appointment

Please check www.usm.edu and www.usm.edu/internantional for information pertaining to University and the department, respectively. 

Prerequisite 

You must be admitted to IDV program.
ADA Syllabus Statement for Southern Miss at Gulf Park: 

If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA), for information on appropriate policies and procedures.  Box 5128; voice telephone or TTY 214-3232.
Learning Objectives

Upon completion of the course students will be able to 
· Identify different research tools
· Distinguish capabilities of different research methods

· Pose a research question

· Form a null and alternative hypotheses

· Write an abstract for scientific journals

· Provide a skeleton for research

Course Objectives

The primary objective of this course is to familiarize students with research methods, their application, and capabilities. Students will practice writing abstracts for research papers, form research questions, and formulated null and alternative hypotheses. Throughout the semester students will practice writing different components of a research paper. Special attention will be given to the method section of research papers. 
This is one of the four core courses. 

Learning Outcomes

Successfully complete homework, pass tests, and write a page paper using acceptable research methods to analyze refutable hypotheses.
Plagiarism Policy Statement

A. Plagiarism is scholarly theft, and it is defined as the unacknowledged use of secondary sources. More specifically, any written or oral presentation in which the writer or speaker does not distinguish clearly between original and borrowed material constitutes plagiarism.

B. Because students, as scholars, must make frequent use of the concepts and the facts developed by other scholars, plagiarism is not the mere use of another’s facts and ideas. However, it is plagiarism when students present the work of other scholars as if it were their own work.

C. Plagiarism is avoided when students give credit (footnotes or other documentation forms) to the sources consulted in researching all written work.

D. Plagiarism is a serious offense. An act of plagiarism may lead to a failing grade on the paper and in the course, as well as sanctions that may be imposed by the student judicial system.-USM Student Handbook, pages 74-75.
Assessment

Evaluation is based on mastery of the subject, which will be determined by formal testing, and on application of material, which will be demonstrated through a research paper on a topic related the course content. Final grade also depends on participation in discussions, and familiarity with current issues. Demarcations for the grades are 
A  93-100

A- 90-92

B+ 88-89

B  83-87

B- 80-82

C+ 78-79

C  73-77

C- 70-72

D  60-69

F  59 and below

Required Readings

King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba (1994) Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research Princeton.
Collier, David and Henry E. Bradley (2004) Rethinking Social Inquiry: Diverse Tools, Shared Standards Rowman & Littlefield.

Huck, Schuyler W. (2004) Reading Statistics and Research, 4th Edition Pearson

The Chicago Manual of Style, The University of Chicago Press.

Turabian, K. L. (2007) A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th Edition. Chicago Guides.

Strunk W. Jr. and E. B. White (2000) The Elements of Style, 4th Edition, Longman Publishers.

Suggested Readings
Frankfort-Nachmias, Chava and David Nachmias (2007) Research Methods in the Social Sciences 7th Edition. Worth.

Ziliak S. T. and D.N. McCloskey (2007) The Cult of Statistical Significance, University of Michigan Press.

Morgan, S. L. and C. Winship (2007) Counterfactuals and Causal Inference: Methods and Principles for Social Research, Cambridge.

 
Additional books and article will be added through semester.
Weekly Schedule

Week 1


Huck Ch 1


King et al. Ch 1

Week 2


Huck Ch 2


King et al. Ch

Week 3


Huck Ch 3


King et al. Ch

Week 4


Huck Ch 4


King et al. Ch

Week 5


Huck Ch 5

King et al. Ch

Week 6


Huck Ch 6

King et al. Ch

Week 7


Huck Ch 7
Week 8


Huck Ch 8
Week 9


Huck Ch 9
Week 10


Huck Ch 10
Week 11


Huck Ch 11
Week 12


Huck Ch 12
Week 13


Huck Ch 13
Week 14


Huck Ch 15
Week 15


Final during in-person

