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Spring 2007
Course Syllabus

IDV 720—Research Design II:  Academic Publication
Instructor Information

Instructor:  Dr. Robert J. Pauly, Jr.

Office:  College of Arts and Letters Office Suite at the Gulfport Student Services Center
Office Phone:  228-214-3240
Home/Cell Phone:  228-243-8820
Telephone Office Hours:  7-10 p.m. CT Mondays and Wednesdays at 228-243-8820
Regular Office Hours:  By appointment for anyone who plans to be Gulfport during the semester.
Course Description

This seminar will focus on the following fundamental issue areas:

1) The variety of means through which to publish academic work, ranging from op-ed pieces and book reviews to journal articles, book chapters and books.
2) The path to publication in academic and professional journals.
3) The path to publication through publishing companies and self-publishing outlets.
4) The path to the development and publication of one’s dissertation.
Required Texts

There are no required texts.  All readings will be available online or via PDF files in the Virtual Classroom.
Course Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this seminar, the student will be able to:

1) Identify and describe in detail the variety of means through which to publish academic work.
2) Identify and describe in detail the path to publication in academic and professional journals.
3) Identify and describe in detail the path to publication through publishing companies and self-publishing outlets.
4) Identify and describe in detail the path to the development and publication of one’s dissertation.
Grading Criteria
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Course Requirements

Discussion Threads
30 percent (300 points)

Op-Ed Piece

five percent (50 points)

Book Review

five percent (50 points)

Research Project
50 percent (500 points)

Oral Presentation
10 percent (100 points)

Total


100 percent (1,000 points)

Contact Minutes

In the contexts of the In-Person Sessions, Discussion Threads and Telephone Office Hours, students will have no less than 2,250 contact minutes with the instructor over the course of the semester.

ADA Policy Statement

If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office of Disability Accommodations for information on appropriate policies and procedures. Box 8586; Tel. 601-266-5024; TTY 601-266-6837; Fax 601-266-6035.

Plagiarism Policy Statement

A. Plagiarism is scholarly theft, and it is defined as the unacknowledged use of secondary sources. More specifically, any written or oral presentation in which the writer or speaker does not distinguish clearly between original and borrowed material constitutes plagiarism.

B. Because students, as scholars, must make frequent use of the concepts and the facts developed by other scholars, plagiarism is not the mere use of another’s facts and ideas. However, it is plagiarism when students present the work of other scholars as if it were their own work.

C. Plagiarism is avoided when students give credit (footnotes or other documentation forms) to the sources consulted in researching all written work.

D. Plagiarism is a serious offense. An act of plagiarism may lead to a failing grade on the paper and in the course, as well as sanctions that may be imposed by the student judicial system.

-USM Student Handbook, pages 74-75.
Discussion Threads

The following pointers regarding the grading criteria and format for the asynchronous weekly Discussion Threads should prove useful in helping us to develop intellectually stimulating and mutually beneficial exchanges over the course of the semester.

Students will earn a score of 0-100 for each week of graded threads.  There are 13 weeks of graded threads, 12 of which count toward each student’s final discussion grade (the lowest score is dropped).  The average of those 12 scores accounts for 30 percent of the Final Course Grade.  There will be no online discussions during the weeks of the two in-person sessions.

Each week, students must post initial responses to any two of five questions related to the required readings.  The instructor will post those questions in the Virtual Classroom by Monday morning each week.

Students will be distributed in 1-3 Discussion Groups depending on the size of the seminar.  The instructor may change the composition of these groups at the midway point in the seminar.

Students’ initial responses to a given question should be substantial (½-1 single-spaced 

page in length).  These responses will be assessed on the basis of both content (quality of analysis and incorporation of sources into one’s arguments) and presentation (quality of prose and style [i.e., consistency in the use of terms, grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, spelling and formatting of references]) with the instructor providing detailed reactions to each initial posting over the first two weeks of the semester and briefer reactions over the balance of the semester.  The intention here is to impress upon students the expectations for written work from the outset of the semester.  This process is designed to help students to improve their ability to write incisively, which should prove beneficial in both the academic and professional arenas.  These responses are worth a maximum of 25 points each.

In addition to the initial posting, students will be required to post 3-5 additional 

responses to their fellow group members’ postings and/or the instructor’s follow-up 

questions each week. There is no length requirement for these postings, which are 

designed to be more informal in nature and thus foster free-flowing discussions among 

group members and the instructor on the weekly topics.  These responses are worth a total of 50 points.

When fashioning their initial responses, students are encouraged to provide practical 

examples drawn from past and contemporary world events, but only so long as those 

examples relate directly to the readings associated with the questions for a given week. 

They should also make clear references to one or more of the readings in their 

responses.  The intention here is for students to link the literature to past and present events in a practically useful manner.

Students are encouraged to post their initial responses as early in the week as possible 

(ideally by the end of Wednesday evening) and their secondary responses by 6 p.m. (CT) Sunday. The instructor will post grades for the discussion threads on Monday mornings. 

In order to allow cohort members to interact on as wide a variety of topics as possible, everyone is also encouraged to post as often as they like in the contexts of the Current Events Virtual Roundtable, Comprehensive Examination Discussion Thread and Research Paper Discussion Thread.  Such interactions will not be graded.

Op-Ed Piece

Each student will write an Op-Ed piece on a topic of their choice.  The piece should be no longer than 500-750 words and focus on an issue that relates in some way to contemporary international policy and development.  Students will be encouraged to submit these pieces to the newspaper of their choice for consideration for publication.  The assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points.  Grades will be determined on the basis of the quality of the content (extent to which one’s arguments are convincing) and presentation (quality of the prose) of the piece.  The assignment is due by the end of Week 4.
Book Review

Each student will write a Book Review on a monograph of their choice.  The piece should be 800-1,000 words in length and follow the guidelines for reviews to be published in the journal Horizons, which will be launched by the International Development Program and the Association for Global Policy and Development this spring.  The assignment is worth a maximum of 50 points.  Grades will be determined on the basis of the quality of the content (extent to which one’s assessment of the chosen monograph is convincing) and presentation (quality of the prose) of the review.  The assignment is due by the end of Week 7. 
Research Paper

Each student will complete a 30- to 35-page research paper (excluding title and reference pages) on a topic of his or her choice that relates in some way to the materials covered in the seminar.

The formatting requirements for the paper are as follows:

1) Use 12-point Times New Roman font.

2) Set a 1.25-inch left margin and one-inch top, bottom and right margins.

3) Include a separate title page.

4) Choose one style and maintain consistency in the use of that style throughout the paper.   

In addition to the final paper, students must submit a Research Paper Prospectus by the end of Week 3 and an Outline/Working Bibliography by the end of Week 8.  Dr. Pauly will also be happy to review a Rough Draft of any student’s paper so long as it is submitted by the end of Week 11.

Students will be encouraged to collaborate with Dr. Pauly in seeking a publication outlet for their paper as either a journal article or book chapter.

The grading criteria for the paper are as follows:

Content

1) Extent to which the paper makes a useful contribution to the field of International Policy and Development (100 points).

2) Extent to which the author’s analytical points are articulated clearly and supported by detailed practical examples (100 points).

3) Organizational clarity of the paper (100 points).

4) Range and quality of evidentiary sources consulted (100 points).

Presentation

1) Quality of the prose (50 points).

2) Extent to which style guidelines are followed accurately and consistently (50 points).

Oral Presentation

Students will present their papers orally to their classmates and the instructor at the May in-person session of the semester.  These presentations will run 20 minutes and be followed by a 10-minute question and answer session.

The grading criteria for the presentation are as follows:

1) Content, organization and quality of analysis (50 points).

2) Public speaking skills and/or use of presentation media (25 points).

3) Extent to which presenter held the attention of the audience (25 points).

Week-by-Week Schedule for the Seminar

Week 1—Friday, January 12-Saturday, January 13
In-Person Session #1
1) Personal/course introductions.

2) Detailed explanation of syllabus.

3) Detailed explanation of format for asynchronous online segment of the seminar.

4) Publish or Perish:  An Introductory Discussion.
Week 2—Monday, January 15-Sunday, January 21
Topic

An Introduction to Academic Publishing:  A Range of Opportunities fro which to Choose
Required Reading

Brief on the variety of pieces of academic work for which there are publication opportunities, ranging from op-ed pieces and book reviews to journal articles, book chapters and monographs (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Week 3—Monday, January 22-Sunday, January 28
Topic

Publication of Op-Ed Pieces:  Academia Meets the Media
Required Reading

Brief on the content and presentation of op-ed pieces (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).

Sample op-ed pieces (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly). 
RESEARCH PAPER PROSPECTUS IS DUE BY THE END OF SUNDAY EVENING.

Week 4—Monday, January 29-Sunday, February 4
Topic

Outlets for the Publication of Academic Work:  Journals
Required Reading 

Brief on the range of academic and professional journals that provide opportunities for the publication of academic work, both book reviews and articles (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
OP-ED PIECE IS DUE BY THE END OF SUNDAY EVENING.
Week 5—Monday, February 5-Sunday February 11
Topic

Posting and Discussion of Op-Ed Pieces

Required Reading

Students’ op-ed pieces (to be posted by Dr. Pauly in Discussion Groups for open critique and debate). 
Week 6—Monday, February 12-Sunday, February 18
Topic

Publication of Book Reviews
Required Reading

Brief on the content and presentation of book reviews (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Sample formatting guidelines for book reviews (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).

Sample book reviews (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).

Week 7—Monday, February 19-Sunday, February 25
Topic

Publication of Journal Articles
Required Reading

Brief on the content and presentation of journal articles (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Sample formatting guidelines for journal articles (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
BOOK REVIEW DUE BY THE END OF SUNDAY EVENING.

Week 8—Monday, February 26-Sunday, March 4
Topic

Posting and Discussion of Book Reviews
Required Reading

Students’ book reviews (to be posted by Dr. Pauly in Discussion Groups for open critique and debate). 
RESEARCH PAPER OUTLINE/WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE BY THE END OF SUNDAY EVENING.

Week 9—Monday, March 5-Sunday, March 11
Topic

Outlets for the Publication of Academic Work:  Publishing Houses and Self-Publishing 
Required Reading

Brief on the range of available publishing houses and self-publishing outlets that afford scholars opportunities to put their work in print (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Spring Break—Monday, March 12-Sunday, March 18 (No Class)
Week 10—Monday, March 19-Sunday, March 25
Topic

Publication of Book Chapters in Edited Volumes
Required Reading

Brief on the content and presentation of book chapters in edited volumes (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Week 11—Monday, March 26-Sunday, April 1
Topic

Publication of Books
Required Reading

Brief on the content and presentation of books (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
OPTIONAL RESEARCH PAPER ROUGH DRAFT DUE BY THE END OF SUNDAY EVENING.

Week 12—Monday, April 2-Sunday, April 8
Topic

From a Journal Article or Book Chapter to a Dissertation I
Required Reading

Brief on choosing a dissertation topic (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Week 13—Monday, April 9-Sunday, April 15

Topic

From a Journal Article or Book Chapter to a Dissertation II
Required Reading

Brief on the dissertation process (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Week 14—Monday, April 16-Sunday, April 22
Topic

Developing a Dissertation into a Book
Required Reading

Brief on the development of a completed dissertation into a book (to be posted in the Virtual Classroom by Dr. Pauly).
Week 15—Monday, April 23-Sunday, April 29
Topic

Conclusions

RESEARCH PAPER DUE BY THE END OF SUNDAY EVENING.
Week 16—Friday, May 4-Saturday May 5

In-Person Session #2

Oral Presentations

