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MEETING TIME AND FORMAT

First and last in person sessions (required)
Online Synchronous Chats via Blackboard and Horizon Wimba

Wednesdays 5-7pm CST 

IN PERSON MEETINGS

The face to face (“in person”) meetings at first and last in person sessions during the term in Gulfport, Mississippi, are mandatory to complete the class assignments and pass the class. 

COURSE GOALS

This course is designed with the following goals:


• To teach the theory and underpinnings of qualitative methodologies

• To teach the dynamic process of collecting qualitative method data in the field and the challenges it provides

• To construct a list of best-practices for qualitative methods for each student in the class where a clear and effective means of collecting the best data possible is emphasized

• To analyze the qualitative data collected

• To design a tight and effective multimedia presentation of the methods, data collected and experiences for dissemination to a group of peers within a 15-20 minute format  

• To have students complete papers/reports from qualitative data collected.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will achieve the following outcomes by the end of the term:  

• Learn the various qualitative methods available.

• Learn the strengths and weaknesses of each qualitative method examined.

• Experience hands-on qualitative method data collection.

• Learn how to distinguish between good, solid and rigorous data collection techniques and unacceptable qualitative methods techniques by academic standards.

•Learn how to complete a qualitative analysis on data collected.

TEXTS

All of the following texts are required readings for the class

The SAGE Qualitative Research Kit

Uwe Flick (Editor)

Hardcover: 1320 pages 

Publisher: Sage Publications Ltd (September 20, 2007) 

Language: English 

ISBN-10: 0761949747 

ISBN-13: 978-0761949749

Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences (6th Edition) (Paperback)

by Bruce L. Berg (Author)

Paperback: 400 pages 

Publisher: Allyn & Bacon; 6 edition (March 24, 2006) 

Language: English 

ISBN-10: 0205482635 

ISBN-13: 978-0205482634

Studying Elites Using Qualitative Methods (SAGE Focus Editions) (Paperback)

by Rosanna Hertz (Editor), Jonathan Imber (Editor)

Paperback: 210 pages 

Publisher: Sage Publications, Inc (August 3, 1995) 

Language: English 

ISBN-10: 0803970374 

ISBN-13: 978-0803970373

Academic peer-reviewed scholarly articles as assigned each week in class.

CLASS PRESENTATION

A presentation of a qualitative methods used and data collected during the class including analysis of the data will be required at the final in person at the end of the term. This presentation will cover one of the three papers during the semester. The student, with professor consent, will choose which paper s/he wants to present at the final in person. Note that a draft of the assignment is not required but if a student chooses to submit a draft presentation assignment to the professor, he will read it and offer feedback in advance of the in person session.  

SEMINAR

This class will follow a seminar style class where the professor will lead the first in person and first class discussion to show the students the class format. Each week thereafter a student will lead the discussion for the week which includes the following:

a. Student searches out supporting scholarly peer-reviewed articles on the class topic of their week and makes these articles available to the students at least one (1) week in advance of them leading class discussion. 

b. Student will send out a list of interesting research-based critical thinking questions to the class at least three (3) days prior to leading class discussion.

c. The student will lead class discussion by keeping all of the students in the class engaged and on topic for the full two hours of class.

CLASS EVALUATION

Percent

Project

25%

Interview Paper

25%

Focus Group Paper


25% 

Ethnographic Paper


15%

Student led seminar (including articles, questions, and leading discussion)
10%     
Final Presentation (at final in person)
Grade Range

Description

Expectations

A=93-100%    

Excellent work
Exceeded high expectations

A-=90-92%

Excellent work
Just barely exceeded high expectations

B+=87-89%

Good work

Met high expectations and a little more

B=83-86%

Good work

Met high expectations

B-=80-82% 

Good work

Just barely met high expectations

C+=77-79%

Average work 

Met basic expectations and a little more

C=73-76%

Average work 

Met basic expectations

C-=70-72%     

Average work

Just barely met basic expectations

F=69% or less

Unacceptable work 
Did not meet basic expectations

ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

Interview, Focus Group, and Ethnographic Papers



A


The paper contained very few errors, was well written, formatted and argued. The figures and tables support the text.  The content of the paper was interesting, relevant, and clearly articulated the methodology used and data collection.  The report included a detailed analysis of the data and the conclusions found. The student incorporated student and instructor reviewed comments successfully.  The paper reflects a solid example of qualitative methodology and analysis.

B
 


The paper contained some errors, was well written, formatted and argued. The figures and tables supported the text.  The content of the paper was interesting, relevant, and articulated the qualitative methodology used and data collection.  The report included analysis of the data and the conclusions. The student incorporated most student and instructor reviewed comments successfully.  The paper reflects an example of qualitative methods and analysis.   

C
 


The paper contained a fair number of errors.  The paper contained figures and tables.  The content of the paper existing and addressed some of the qualitative methods used and data collected.  The report attempted to include analysis of the data. The student incorporated few student and instructor reviewed comments successfully.     

F
 


The paper contained numerous errors, was poorly written, formatted and argued. The figures and tables did not exist or did not support the text.  The content of the paper was not interesting or relevant and it did not articulate the qualitative methods used and data collected.  The report did not include analysis of the data and the conclusions. The student did not incorporate student and instructor reviewed comments.  The paper does not reflect an example of qualitative methods and analysis.   

Professional Presentation



A

The presentation was almost flawless in content and delivery.  The presenter(s) held the audience throughout and effectively incorporated multimedia into the presentation.  The voice level and pitch were correct for the environment of the presentation.  

B

The presentation was solid in content and delivery.  The speaker(s) held most of the audience’s attention and used multimedia as part of the presentation.  The voice               level and pitch of the presenter(s) were correct for the environment of the presentation.  

C

The presentation was average in content and delivery.  The speaker(s) held the attention of most of the audience for most of the presentation.  The presentation used some visuals to convey the message.  The presenters could be heard by the majority of the audience.  

F

The presentation was poor in content and delivery.  The speaker(s) could not hold the attention of the audience during the presentation.  The presentation failed to make use of visuals or multimedia devices.  The audience had difficultly hearing and following the speaker(s).  

Student-Led Seminar



A

The student excelled in leading class discussion creating a solid environment of learning.  The student’s goals for their seminar were clear, clean, precise, and articulated in advance. The student ensured that there was full participation from all and was fair in balancing the time and effort of each student.  The classed ended on time with all objectives being met.  The seminar added much value to the overall class. 

B

The student effectively led class discussion creating a solid environment of learning.  The student’s goals for their class were clear and articulated in advance. The 

student ensured that there all students contributed and attempted to balancing the time and effort of each student.  The classed ended on time with most of the objectives being met.  The seminar added value to the overall class.

C

The student led class discussion.  The student’s goals for their class were articulated. The class leader encouraged students to contribute.  The classed ended with part of the objectives being met.  The seminar added partial value to the overall class.

F

The student led class discussion.  The student did not have goals for their class. They did not encourage students to contribute.  The classed ended too late or too early without objectives being met.  The seminar added no value to the overall class.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Week

Date



Topic_________
Readings_________
QRK=Qualitative Research Kit
SE=Studying Elites Using Qualitative Methods
QRM=Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences
Week 1
Aug 22 
         
In person-Gulfport, intro 
none

to class & assignments    
Week 2        
Aug 27


No Class-Waiting for Class set up

Intro to Qual. Methods
QRM-Chs 1&2

Week 3
Sept 3


Designing Qual Methods
QRK-Designing

Qualitative Research 

(brown book).


Week 4
Sept 10

Ethics in Qual Research
QRM-Ch 3

Week 5
Sept 17

Interviewing
QRM-Ch 4







SE-Intro & Chs 1-2
Week 6
Sept 24

Interviewing


QRK-Doing 









Interviews







(rust book).







SE-Chs 3-4

Week 7
Oct 1


Focus Groups
QRM-Ch 5







SE-Chs 5-6
Week 8
Oct 8


No Class
Catch up Time

Interviewing Paper Due Friday, October 10th, 8am CST.
Week 9
Oct 15


Focus Groups


QRK-Doing 

Focus Groups







(purple book).











SE-Chs 7-8
Week 10
Oct 22


Ethnographic Research
QRM-Ch 6









SE-Chs 9-10

Week 11
Oct 29


Ethnographic Research 
QRK-Doing 

Ethnographic and Observational Research









(blue book).









SE-Chs 11-12

Week 12
Nov 5


Historical Analysis
QRM-Ch 9








SE-Ch13

Focus Group Paper Due Friday, November 7th, 8am CST.
Week 13
Nov 12


Content Analysis
QRM-Ch 11
QRK-Doing Conversational, Discourse, and Document Analysis (yellow book).

Week 14
Nov 19


Case Studies
QRM-Ch 10
Week 15
Nov 26


Thanksgiving Holiday

Ethnographic Paper Monday, December 1st, 8am CST.
Week 16
Dec 3


No Class Wed before in person-travel day

Week 16
Dec 4-7

In person-Gulfport, 

none

Final Presentations

ADA POLICY STATEMENT

If a student has a disability that qualifies under the Americans with Disabilities Act and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office of Disability Accommodations for information on appropriate policies and procedures. Box 8586; Tel. 601-266-5024; TTY 601-266-6837; Fax 601-266-6035.

PLAGIARISM POLICY
The following is the plagiarism policy based on the The University of Southern Mississippi Student Handbook 2006/2007 which can be read in its entirety at the following URL http://www.usm.edu/union/downloads/handbook0607.pdf.

“A. Plagiarism is scholarly theft, and it is defined as the unacknowledged use of secondary sources. More specifically, any written or oral presentation in which the writer or speaker does not distinguish clearly between original and borrowed material constitutes plagiarism.

B. Because students, as scholars, must make frequent use of the concepts and the facts developed by other scholars, plagiarism is not the mere use of another’s facts and ideas. However, it is plagiarism when students present the work of other scholars as if it were their own work.

1. Referring to commonly known facts is not plagiarism.

2. Students may refer in their own words to generally known and widely accepted ideas or theories without fear of plagiarism as long as they do not copy the plan or organizational scheme used by another scholar.

C. Plagiarism is committed in a number of ways including the following:

1. Reproducing another author’s writing as if it were one’s own;

2. Paraphrasing another author’s work without citing the original;

3. Borrowing from another author’s ideas, even though those ideas are reworded, without giving credit; and

4. Copying another author’s organization without giving credit.

D. Plagiarism is avoided when students give credit (footnotes or other documentation forms) to the source in the following instances:

1. When quoting directly from someone else’s writing (a direct quotation must always be enclosed in quotation marks);

2. When paraphrasing someone else’s writing (to paraphrase means to restate a passage from someone else’s writing in one’s own words); or

3. When following the outline or structure of another author’s argument, explanation, or theory, even though the material is summarized in one’s own words.

E. When in doubt about how widely known ideas are, observe these steps:

1. Ask your instructor.

2. Document the source.

F. Plagiarism is a serious offense. An act of plagiarism may lead to a failing grade on the work involved and in the course, as well as sanctions that may be imposed by the student judicial system” (page 32).
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