Resolution #8 E-Campus

(IT Advisory Council, October 27, 2005)

Be it resolved, that the IT Advisory Council recommends approval for the proposal brought forward by the Distance Education Committee to direct $7 per credit hour fee to partially fund technology infrastructure and support.  The proposal is outlined below:

The Distance Education Committee is charged with the development of policy and procedure related to electronically delivered Distance Education activities; we are also concerned with how and at what level both the technology for distance education delivery and the support for distance education courses are funded.

The University of Southern Mississippi routinely collects a $10 per credit hour fee from students enrolled in online classes of which $3 is returned to IHL for the purpose of funding the Mississippi e-campus initiative.  This fee was originated in response to the established of the Mississippi e-campus; the remainder of the fee ($7) was to be returned to Continuing Education & Distributed Learning (CEDL) to support the technology infrastructure and personnel needed for online course delivery.  Said monies are currently being managed be the Provost’s Office.

The Distance Education Committee respectfully requests that the $7/credit hour fee being charged to students for Distance Education support be used for that purpose.  As stated in its approved policy document, proposals for use of this funding would be reviewed and ruled on by the Distance Education Committee.

The Distance Education Committee finally recognizes that the funding generated from this fee will only partially fund the technology infrastructure and support needed for Southern Miss faculty and students.  However, while not sufficient, we believe assigning funds back to Distance Education is a start.  The Distance Education has committed to fully review all proposals for distance education initiatives which have come before the IT Board of Directors and were rejected for funding, as well as the budget needs for the Learning Enhancement Center and the Office of Distance Education Support, to better understand what financial commitment the University will need to support this effort fully.

This proposal was discussed and approved by unanimous vote of the Distance Education Committee on October 26, 2005.

Current fund balance is estimated to be $116,000

Recommend that IT BOD approve and funds move over to IT Central Services Budget.

IT BOD: Approved
