
Chemistry 255; Spring 2010 
Syllabus  
 
Instructor information:  
Dr. Paige Phillips  
Email: janice.phillips@usm.edu 
Office: TEC 404  
Office phone: 601-266-4083 
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday afternoons @ 2-4 p.m., and other times by appointment   
Website: http://www.usm.edu/phillipsgroup/ 
 
Course details:  
#4174 CHE_255; 1:00 – 1:50 p.m.; MWF; WSB #120 
This course is designed to teach the student the “language” of organic chemistry and provide a firm 
foundation for subsequent courses in chemistry, biology, and medicine.  Organic chemistry is a 
challenging class for many students, and you will be expected to work hard and not fall behind.  New 
principles build over the semester on the foundation concepts, so it is easy to get lost if you are not 
learning the material as we go along.  You are encouraged to form study groups and work together on 
homework and review as a group for exams.  However, all work on your in-class exams and quizzes must 
be your own!  Email will be our primary method of communication during the course.  I plan to maintain 
a course website (www.usm.edu/phillipsgroup/instruction.html) where I will post course information, 
handouts, and exam keys, as appropriate.  I will also maintain a secure space online gradebook 
(www.engrade.com) where you can check your grades as they are posted.       
     
Required and suggested course materials:          
Course text: Organic Chemistry, 9th. Ed. by T.W. Graham Solomons and Craig B. Fryhle: ISBN 978-0-
471-68496-1. This course will cover chapters 1-10, at a rate of approximately 1 chapter per week.  You 
are also required to purchase an ACS study guide, order form is provided and additional information is 
available online (http://www4.uwm.edu//chemexams/guides/index.cfm).  Although not required, a model 
kit is strongly suggested, such as the Darling model kit, available on line (www.darlingmodels.com; 
ISBN 0-9648837-4-0) and from the USM bookstore.  You may bring models to class to use during 
lectures and during exams.  To reduce confusion and noise during exams, I ask that you bring your 
models pre-assembled.  The student study guide/solutions manual for your text is also available for 
purchase, but is not considered required.            
 
Important dates to remember:  
Classes begin:     Mon., Jan. 19 
Classes end:     Fri., May 7  
Last day to drop (no academic penalty) Wed., March 3 
 
Course holidays:  
Martin Luther King     Mon., Jan. 18 
Mardi Gras     Mon.-Tues., Feb. 15-16 
Spring Break     Mon.-Fri., March 15-19 
Good Friday     Fri., April 2  
 
Grading Policy:  
You will be receiving five grades of equal weight this semester: three 50 minute exams, a final exam, and 
the average of your in-class quizzes.  To calculate the final grade, I will average (25% contribution each) 
the final exam score, the quiz average, and the two highest scores from your exams.  This translates to “I 
will drop your lowest 50-min exam score.”   



 
 

Exam 1 of 3 25% 
Exam 2 of 3 25% 
Final Exam 25% 

In-Class Quizzes 25% 
Total 100%

 
 
I will be giving several unannounced (“pop”) in-class quizzes (~1 per chapter) during the semester.  Pop-
quizzes will be used as both a measure of class attendance and understanding.  There are NO make-up 
exams or quizzes in this course – DO NOT ASK.  If you are going to be absent from class on an exam 
day for a university-sponsored event (sufficient documentation is required), you may make arrangements 
to take the exam in advance.  The tentative grading scale is as follows, but the instructor reserves the right 
to move grade boundaries based on class performance.  Homework problems will be assigned for each 
chapter, but will not be collected.  However, (hint) homework questions make excellent content for tests 
and quizzes.  
 
   

90-100 A 

80-89 B 
70-79 C 

60-69 D 
0-60 F  

 
 



Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry Syllabus Supplement 
Quotations are taken directly from the Undergraduate Bulletin 

Professionalism 
Students are required to maintain a professional attitude during the class. Disrespect of the instructor 
and/or of other students will not be tolerated. Not permitted in the classroom during class time will be 
distractions such as eating, cell phone use, or laptop computer use. 
 
Academic Honesty 
“When cheating is discovered, the faculty member may give the student an F on the work involved or in 
the course. If further disciplinary action is deemed appropriate, the student should be reported to the 
Dean of Students. In addition to being a violation of academic honesty, cheating violates the Code of 
Student Conduct and may be grounds for probation, suspension, and/or expulsion. Students on 
disciplinary suspension may not enroll in any courses offered by The University of Southern Mississippi.” 
Plagiarism is included in this policy. 
 
Dropping Courses 
“A student is permitted to drop a course without academic penalty up to and including approved dates 
published in the Class Schedule Guide. After the deadline, a student may drop a course only in the event 
of extenuating circumstances and with permission of the instructor, department chair, and dean of the 
college offering the course, at which time the student will receive a grade of WP or WF.” 
Extenuating circumstances are normally defined as circumstances which are unexpected, significantly 
disruptive and beyond a student’s control. Examples of this might include an extended illness, experience 
of assault, robbery or other traumatic event, eviction/homelessness, unavoidable involvement in extended 
legal proceedings, and call up to full time military duty during the semester. Other disruptive 
circumstances will be considered if they are judged to have an extended impact on the student's ability to 
attend and prepare for the class and are beyond the student's control. In each case, documentation of the 
circumstances is required. 
 
Extenuating circumstances do NOT include academic reasons such as poor performance in class, missed 
too many classes without valid excuses, lost textbook or notes, class is no longer needed, cannot 
understand the material or the teacher, had a period of brief illness, missed classes due to athletic or other 
school responsibilities, too busy with other classes, did not know the class would take this much time, 
thought they could handle the class and work at the same time, and change of major. 
 
Pregnancy Statement for Teaching Laboratories 
The safety of all experiments is carefully considered, but all effects of all reagents used are not currently 
known. Therefore, if you are pregnant or considering becoming pregnant during this semester, we suggest 
you consider consulting your physician regarding remaining in this lab. If your doctor recommends in 
writing that you not be enrolled in this lab, you will be allowed to complete the lab requirement at a later 
semester. 
 
Disability Accommodation 
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires 
accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information 
on appropriate policies and procedures. Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, 
physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders. Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether 
a medical condition/disability qualifies at: The University of Southern Mississippi, Office for Disability 
Accommodations; 118 College Drive # 8586, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 
Voice Telephone: (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232; Fax: (601) 266-6035 
Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service 
at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu. 



CHEM ED EXAMS

ACS EXAMINATIONS INSTITUTE
STUDENT/FACULTY ORDER FORM - 2008

Examinations Institute Study Guides (General Chemistry and Organic Chemistry)
Departmental Purchases – Complete Both Sides Student Purchases – Complete Shaded Area Only

Bill to:__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Fax: __________________________________
Purchase Order No._______________________
Date Needed ____________________________
Submit this completed ORDER FORM to us at least 10 days
before you need the study guides.
ORDERS MAY BE PLACED BY PHONE, MAIL OR FAX
Call 1-800-854-1672 for shipping and processing costs for
orders of multiple copies or for shipping outside of the
continental U.S.

Ship to:
(Name) _________________________________
(Address)________________________________

_________________________________

Shipping requires a street address. Phone number
required.

Phone: (            ) __________________________

All students must prepay  by check, money order, or credit card.
Purchase orders are accepted from Departments only.

 Express processing $8.00  (Mar – May,  Nov – Dec)

Stock
Code Quantity Description

Item
Total

GCSG ACS GENERAL CHEMISTRY STUDY GUIDE @15.00 EACH
ORSG ACS ORGANIC CHEMISTRY STUDY GUIDE @21.00 EACH

VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. Please charge this order to  Express PROCESSING

SHIPPING

TOTAL DUE

ALLOW (5) BUSINESS DAYS FOR
GROUND DELIVERY 





Printed Name on Card: _________________________

Card Number:_________________________________

Expiration: (Month)________  (Year)________

Signature:____________________________________

Ship: Ground ($6.00 for 1)
         2nd day ($16.00 for 1)
         Overnight ($19.00 for 1)

 Payment enclosed.
Checks payable to:  ACS Exams Institute
Billing information specified at top of form.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call: (800) 854-1672             e-mail: chmexams@iastate.edu
Fax: please call for fax number
Web: http://www.uwm.edu/DEPT/chemexams/
Federal Tax ID Number:  42-0935374

WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER:

ACS DivCHED Examinations Institute
Chemistry Department
Iowa State University

0213 Gilman Hall
Ames, IA  50011















CHE 255 Organic Chemistry I 
Prof. J. Paige Phillips  
Study Tips Sign Off  
Quiz 1b (5 points)  
DUE IN CLASS ON 01/25/2010 
 
By signing below you acknowledge that you have received and read the publication “Study Tips 
for Chemistry Students,” excerpt provided, which makes helpful suggestions to improve class 
performance of chemistry students.  Content from this publication may appear on Test 1 as a 
multiple choice or short answer question.   
 
 
 
Student Name  
 
 
 

 



Phillips  
CHE 255 
Quiz 1A engrade sign-up  
DUE BY NOON ON 01/25/2010 
 
I will be using a secure webspace to keep our gradebook for this course.  This will allow 
both you and me to access your grades from anywhere that has internet access.  The 
website URL is www.engrade.com.   
 
Your first quiz (10 points) will be the successful completion of engrade registration.   

1. Go to www.engrade.com 
2. Click on the students and parents link, which will bring you to the following page  
 

 
 
3. Click on “sign up for a free student account here” in green and follow prompts to 

complete your registration  
 

Your access code will resemble the following:  
engrade-jpaigephillips-XXXXXX 
X = your student id # 
Example: engrade-jpaigephillips-111111 




