2010 MAPS CONFERENCE NEWS

VENUE

The MAPS Conference has returned to Cabot Lodge-Millsaps!  This eco-friendly hotel offers many guest services including complimentary hot breakfast, evening hospitality reception, and high speed wireless internet service.  The guest rooms have recently been renovated, and security cameras have been installed.  The hotel will provide an additional security guard to patrol the parking lot during the evening and overnight hours of February 3rd and 4th at no cost to MAPS!  Please visit the hotel website at www.cabotlodgemillsaps.com for additional information about guest services and amenities.  A conference rate of $87 per night plus tax for single or double occupancy is available.  Please mention the MAPS room block when making reservations.  Please submit a tax exemption letter when paying with a school district check or direct bill account.   


SPEAKERS

Dr. Steven Pfeiffer, Professor in the College of Education at Florida State University, will deliver a presentation on gifted assessment practices.  In his current position at FSU, he serves as Director of Clinical Training for the combined program in Counseling and School Psychology.  He is the author of the Gifted Rating Scales and the Handbook of Giftedness in Children.  Previously, Dr. Pfeiffer served as Executive Director of the Talent Identification Program (TIP) at Duke University. 

Dr. Howard Knoff, Director of Project Achieve and Director of the Arkansas State Improvement Grant, will deliver a presentation on capacity-building for Response to Intervention.  He is a former Professor and Director of the School Psychology Program at the University of South Florida.  Dr. Knoff has authored many publications including NASP’s first e-book, Implementing Response to Intervention at the School, District, and State Levels.  He is also a Past-President of the National Association of School Psychologists.    

Mrs. Danita Munday, School Psychometrist, will deliver a presentation on evaluation and eligibility practices. She has worked with many agencies within the state of Mississippi including the Mississippi Department of Education and the Mississippi Department of Health.  As a long-time member of MAPS, Mrs. Munday has held many leadership positions and currently serves as MAPS Treasurer.  


REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Registration for the conference is available through the University of Southern Mississippi, Office of Professional Development & Educational Outreach.  Please visit www.usm.edu/profdev_edoutreach to view a copy of the registration brochure and tentative agenda.  Contact Pat Thompson at Patricia.K.Thompson@usm.edu for more information.






ADDITIONAL CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES

MAPS would like to extend a special invitation to students and young professionals (2 yrs or less in the field) to attend the first ever Student/Young Professional Welcome Party to be held the evening of February 3, 2010, at 5 p.m.  Join us for dinner and fellowship at the hotel at the completion of our first day of professional development!

Speaking of students...we are pleased to once again have a poster session featuring the most current research in our field, presented by students from the School Psychology Programs at MSU and USM.  

Exhibitors and Sponsors help make our conference possible.  Please visit their booths in the Exhibit Hall.  They have many new and exciting products and information to share, and as always, they have graciously provided door prizes!

Gather the latest NASP news from Carlen Henington, MS Delegate, and Sam Givhan,       MS SPAN Coordinator, at the NASP booth.

Tawny McCleon, MAPS Membership Chair, needs your help to update our membership directory.  Please visit her at the membership booth to update your membership information and to place a pin on our membership map!

The MAPS Business Meeting will be held on February 4, 2010, at  5 p.m.  The meeting is open to members and those interested in becoming a member.  Important association business will be discussed and election of new officers held.  For more information about the election or how to become more involved, contact Terry Mortimer, President, at terrymortimer@hotmail.com.

Join us for the 2nd annual Fred Woodall Scholarship Fund Auction.  Bidding will open at    1 p.m on February 3rd and will close during the MAPS Social on February 4th.  Exciting new features have been added including a raffle.  To donate auction items, or for more information, please contact Kathy Smith at kfrankelsmith@yahoo.com.  Please reference MAPS in the subject line of the email.  

Last, but certainly not least, the MAPS Social will be held on February 4, 2010, from          6 to 8 p.m.  Join us for food and networking with colleagues from around the state!  This will also be your last opportunity to bid on auction items to benefit the scholarship fund.    




For additional information about the 2010 MAPS Conference, please contact                 Paige E. Patterson, Conference Chair & President-Elect, at paigeepatterson@yahoo.com.  [Please note the double ‘e’ in the address.]







  
