
OFFICIAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE POLICY FOR STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES
The University of Southern Mississippi prohibits the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by students and employees

on The University of Southern Mississippi property or as part of any of its activities.

PREVENTING ALCOHOL 
and 

OTHER DRUG ABUSE

PREVENTING ALCOHOL
and 

OTHER DRUG ABUSE



MISSISSIPPI DRUG 
TRAFFICKING PENALTIES (Except Marijuana)

FIRST OFFENSE 
Schedules I & II 

Maximum jail term of 30 years or 
Maximum fine of $1,000,000 or both

Schedules III & IV
Maximum jail term of 20 years or
Maximum fine of $250,000 or both 

Schedule V
Maximum jail term of 10 years or 
Maximum fine of $50,000 or both 

SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES
Twice the penalty for a First Offense (See Notes 1 &2)

Note 1
Sale or transfer of certain amounts of marijuana and other controlled
substances within a 12-month period carries a sentence of life 
imprisonment with no possibility of parole or suspension.

Note 2
Anyone over 21 years old convicted of sale or manufacturing of
Schedule I-V drugs to a person under 21 years of age may be fined as
set out above and may be imprisoned for twice the stated time.

MISSISSIPPI POSSESSION PENALTIES
(Except for Marijuana)

FIRST OFFENSE 
Schedules I & II

Maximum jail term of 3 years or
Maximum fine of $30,000 or both

Schedules III, IV, &, V
Maximum jail term of 1 year or
Maximum fine of $5,000 or both

SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES
Twice the penalty for a First Offense (See Notes 1 &2)

MISSISSIPPI MARIJUANA PENALTIES
A. TRAFFICKING

1. First Offense—one ounce or less: Maximum jail term of 3 years or
maximum fine of $3,000 or both

2. First Offense—less than one kilogram but more than one ounce:
Maximum jail term of 20 years or maximum fine of $30,000 or both

3. First Offense—one kilogram or more: Maximum jail term of 30 years
or maximum fine of $1,000,000, or both

SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES
Twice the penalty for a First Offense (See Notes 1 & 2)

B. POSSESSION
1. One ounce or less

• First Offense — fine of $100 to $250
• Second Offense within 2 years — fine of $250 and 5 to 60 days in

jail and mandatory participation in drug education program
•Third Offense within 2 years — fine of $250 to $500 and 5 days

to 6 months in jail
2. More than one ounce but less than one kilogram

a. Maximum jail term of one year or maximum fine of $1,000 or both or
b. Maximum jail term of 3 years or maximum fine of $3,000 or both

3. One kilogram or more
Maximum jail term of 20 years or maximum fine of $1,000,000 or both

4. Possession in a motor vehicle of more than one gram but less than
one ounce
Maximum jail term of 90 days and maximum fine of $1,000

More detailed and precise information on state and federal penalties for trafficking and 
possession of illicit drugs is available in Cook Library and the Department of Human Resources.

MISSISSIPPI PENALTIES FOR ILLEGALALCOHOL SALES, POSSESSION, ANDDRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE
SALE OR TRANSFER OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TO A PERSON
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE
First Offense

Fine of $500 to $1,000
Subsequent Offenses

Fine of $1,000 to $2,000 or maximum jail term of 1 year or both and
permit to sale is permanently revoked.

POSSESSION OR PURCHASE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BY A
PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF 21 YEARS

Fine of $100

MISREPRESENTATION OF AGE TO PURCHASE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Fine of $200, imprisoned on failure to pay, jailed for 5 to 30 days in county jail

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR
OTHER IMPAIRING SUBSTANCES
Changes in DUI sentencing requirements effective September 1, 2000

Section 1. (1) (a) Impoundment, Immobilization or Ignition Interlock System
for second or subsequent conviction under 63-11-30

…..the court shall order either the impoundment or immobilization of all
vehicles registered to the person convicted for the entire length of
license suspension…provided, however, that if other licensed drivers liv-
ing in the household are dependent upon the vehicle…the court may
order the installation of an ignition interlock system…in lieu of impound-
ment or immobilization.  Additionally, the court shall order the installa-
tion of an ignition interlock system on all vehicles registered to the per-
son for a minimum of six months to occur upon reinstatement of the
persons drivers license if the court determines it is a vehicle to which
the person has access and which should be subject to Ignition Interlock.

Cost of the impoundment, immobilization and interlock shall be paid by
the person convicted.

(b) a person may not tamper with, or in any way attempt to circumvent
immobilization or impoundment of vehicles ordered by the court…viola-
tion is a misdemeanor…violator shall be fined not less than $250 nor
more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year or both.

Note:  Those offenders with the Interlock System in place will have to
blow into the machine prior to starting the vehicle.  The Interlock
System will not allow the car to be started if the person registers .03
on the precalibrated machine.  Also, those offenders with the Interlock
System will be required to participate in rolling test after the vehicle
has been started.
Under 63-11-30, the court can no longer impose sentencing under the minimum
penalties set by law for 2nd and subsequent DUI offenses. (see DUI offenses)

AGGRAVATED DUI MCA 63-11-30 (5)
Anyone convicted of a DUI resulting in death of another must serve 85% of his
sentence. Effective upon passage signed by Governor April 22, 2004.  SB 2680
AGGRAVATED DUI MCA 63-11-30
Allows filing multiple counts for each victim killed or seriously injured. Effective
upon passage, Signed May 4, 2004.  HB 96
AGGRAVATED DUI MCA 47-7-3
Anyone convicted of DUI resulting in death or serious bodily injury (defined in
broader terms than 63-11-30 (5) as “death, or serious bodily injury resulting in the
loss of a limb or dismemberment, loss of eyesight, a coma, permanent paralysis or
resulting in an individuals permanent bedridden state.”) must serve 85% of the
sentence. Effective upon passage signed by Governor May 14, 2004.  HB668

Note:  If an individual is maimed or killed as a result of a DUI crash, the
offender must serve a minimum of five years under state law.
Second Offense within 5 years-Fine of $600 to $1500, imprisonment of
10 days to 1 year, community service for 10 days to 1 year, driver’ s
license suspended for 2 years and a drug and alcohol assessment. If the
offender fails the assessment then they must successfully complete an
alcohol and drug program.

Third Offense within 5 years (Felony)- Fine of $2,000 to $5,000, imprison-
ment of 1 to 5 years, and vehicle may be impounded or equipped with the
Interlock system and driver’s license suspended for 5 years and a drug and
alcohol assessment.  If the offender fails the assessment then they must
successfully complete an alcohol and drug program.
ZERO TOLERANCE FOR MINORS
Effective July 1, 1998, under the Zero Tolerance for Minors statute, it is
unlawful for a person below the legal age (age 21) to purchase alcoholic bev-
erages, to drive or otherwise operate a vehicle in this state with a BAC of
.02% or more, but lower than .08% (63-11-30 (3)(a). If such a person has a
BAC of .08% or greater, the Mississippi DUI laws apply.

More details and precise information on state penalties for illegal use and possession of alcohol are available in Cook Library and the Department of Human Resources.

STATE SANCTIONS



THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI PREAMBLE

The Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989, Public Law 101-226, require that, as a condition of receiving funds or any

other form of financial assistance under any federal program, an institution of higher education must certify that it has adopted and implement-

ed a program to prevent the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by students and employees. This document was

prepared and distributed in compliance with title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 86.

FEDERAL TRAFFICKING PENALTIES* As of January 1, 1996

FEDERAL TRAFFICKING PENALTIES - MARIJUANA** As of January 1, 1996

CSA 2nd Offense 1st Offense Quantity Drug 1st OffenseQuantity 2nd Offense

I
and
II

III

IV

V

Not less than 10
years. Not more 
than life

If death or serious
injury, not less 
than life

Fine of not more
than $4 million 
individual, $10 mil-
lion other than 
individual

Not less than 5
years. Not more 
than 40 years

If death or
serious injury, not
less than 20 or
more than life

Fine of not more
than $2 million indi-
vidual, $5 million
other than individual

10-99 gm pure or
100-999 gm mixture

100-999 gm mixture

500-4,999 gm mixture

5-49 gm mixture

10-99 gm pure or
100-999 gm mixture

1-9 gm mixture

40-399 gm mixture

10-99 gm mixture

Methamphetamine

Heroin

Cocaine

Cocaine Base

PCP

LSD

Fentanyl

Fentanyl Analogue

100 gm or more pure or
1 kg  or more mixture

1 kg or more mixture

5 kg or more mixture

50 gm or more mixture

100 gm or more pure or
1 kg or more mixture

10 gm or more mixture

400 gm or more mixture

100 gm or more mixture

Not less than 10
years. Not more 
than life.

If death or
serious injury, not
less than 20 years or
more than life.

Fine of not more
than $4 million individ-
ual, $10 million other
than individual.

Not less than 20
years. Not more 
than life.

If death or
serious injury, not
less than life.

Fine of not more
than $8 million individ-
ual, $20 million other 
than individual.

1st Offense 2nd OffenseDrug Quantity

Any

Any

Any

Any

All

All

Others
(does not include 

marijuana, hashish, 
or hash oil)

All
(includes anabolic

steroids as of 2-27-91)

• Not more than 20 years
• If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life
• Fine $1 million individual, $5 million other than individual

• Not more than 5 years
• Fine not more than $250,000 individual

$1 million other than individual

• Not more than 3 years
• Fine not more than $250,000 individual

$1 million other than individual

• Not more than 1 year
• Fine not more than $100,000 individual

$250,000 other than individual

• Not more than 30 years
• If death or serious injury, life
• Fine $2 million individual, $10 million other than individual

• Not more than 10 years
• Fine not more than $500,000 individual

$2 million other than individual

• Not more than 6 years
• Fine not more than $500,000 individual

$2 million other than individual

• Not more than 2 years
• Fine not more than $200,000 individual

$500,000 other than individual

*Does not include marijuana, hashish, or hash oil.   **Includes hashish and hashish oil. (Marijuana is a Schedule I controlled substance.)

Controlled Substances MCA 41-29-139
Substitutes 30 grams for “one ounce” in the sale or possession of marijuana with intent section of the statute. Effective upon passage. Signed April 28, 2004.HB1138

Description Quantity 1st Offense 2nd Offense

Marijuana 1,000 kg or more mixture
or 1,000 or more plants

• Not less than 10 years, not more than life
• If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life
• Fine not more than $4 million individual, $10 million other than
• individual

• Not less than 20 years, not more than life
• If death or serious injury, not more than life
• Fine not more than $8 million individual, $20 million 
• other than individual

Marijuana 100 kg to 999 kg mixture,
or 100-999 plants

• Not less than 5 years, not more than 40 years
• If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life
• Fine not more than $2 million individual,
• $5 million other than individual

• Not less than 10 years, not more than life
• If death or serious injury, not more than life
• Fine not more than $4 million individual,
• $10 million other than individual

Marijuana 50 to 99 kg mixture
or 50-99 plants

• Not more than 20 years
• If death or serious injury, not less than 20 years, not more than life
• Fine $1 million individual,
• $5 million other than individual

• Not more than 30 years
• If death or serious injury, not more than life
• Fine $2 million individual,
• $10 million other than individual

Marijuana Less than 50 kg mixture

• Not more than 5 years
• Fine not more than $250,000,
• $1 million other than individual

• Not more than 10 years
• Fine $500,000 individual,
• $2 million other than individual

Hashish 10 kg or more

Hashish Oil 1 kg or more
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UNIVERSITY SANCTIONS

The University of Southern Mississippi will impose disciplinary sanctions
consistent with local, state, and federal laws on students and employees.

SANCTIONS FOR STUDENTS
University students who violate articles of the rules will be 

subject to disciplinary actions that range from probation with edu-

cational sanctions through suspension and expulsion. Students

accused of violating these policies and rules are 

afforded full due process under the University Code of Student

Conduct. The University reserves the right to assign disciplinary

sanctions based on the particular circumstances of each individual

case. The range of sanctions is as follows:

(1) Disciplinary probation — Probation makes the offense a part of

the student’s permanent disciplinary record and places that student

under formal warning. Should a further offense occur while the stu-

dent is serving a disciplinary probation, the subsequent punishment

will be swift and more severe and likely include suspension or

expulsion. Disciplinary probation allows a student to continue in

school but may include other sanctions, including, but not restrict-

ed to, the following: loss of Housing 

visitation privileges; transfer to another residence hall; eviction

from campus housing; and counseling.

(2) Suspension — Suspension removes the student’s right to

attend the University for some period of time. Suspension can be

immediate or projected in the future, and it may be for a fixed

period of time (ex., 2 years, one semester, etc.) or an 

indefinite period of time with the right to appeal and show cause

for reinstatement at a fixed date. Suspension removes the stu-

dent from the campus, relinquishing all “in progress” academic

work. The disciplinary suspension becomes a permanent part of

the student’s record. The University can require that students

accomplish certain things prior to reinstatement. These may

include completing addiction treatment, receiving psychological

services, or fulfilling other 

nonpunitive requirements.

(3) Expulsion — Expulsion is the most severe sanction a university

can render. Expulsion is immediate and permanent separation from

the University with no rights to future reinstatement.

(4) Parental Notification Policy — The Dean of Students Office

reserves the right to notify the parents of students under the age

of 21 who violate alcohol and other drug provisions of the student

code of conduct, and/or who in our professional judgement are con-

sidered to be a danger to themselves or others. Upon receipt of an

alcohol or other drug violation by a student under the age of 21, the

dean of students will staff the case and make a decision regarding

parental notification based on the particular circumstances of the

offense and the student’s history. Parents will be notified by letter

or phone, depending on the circumstances of the case.

SANCTIONS FOR EMPLOYEES
Sanctions against Southern Miss employees range from a letter of

reprimand to termination of employment. The University may refer

for prosecution to the appropriate officials. The University may

impose multiple sanctions.

ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

The University makes available to all its faculty, staff, adminis-

trators, and their families the Faculty/Staff Assistance Program,

which provides professional assessment and comprehensive

referral services. The F/SAP is operated by the University

Counseling Center, Kennard-Washington Hall, Room 200,

Telephone: 266-4829.

Students needing assistance can utilize the University

Counseling Center located in Room 200, Kennard-Washington

Hall, Telephone: 266-4829. In addition to offering direct services

to students, the Center provides referral services to a number of

resources both on and off the campus.

Faculty, staff, and students who prefer to seek assistance off the

campus are urged to contact Pine Belt Programs for Chemical

Dependency (264-2111), the Life Focus Center of Forrest General

Hospital (288-4900), Behavioral Healthcare Center at Wesley

Medical Center (268-8645). Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics

Anonymous, and Adult Children of Alcoholics meet in the

Hattiesburg community. For further information, call the

University Counseling Center (266-4829).
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HEALTH RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH ALCOHOL USE

Alcoholic beverages in the form of beer, wine, wine coolers, or

distilled spirits require no digestion and are absorbed directly

into the bloodstream from the digestive tract. Within approxi-

mately three minutes after drinking, alcohol may be found in the

brain and other tissues, organs, and body fluids. Alcohol depress-

es the central nervous system. Even at low levels, alcohol

impairs vision, judgement, and complex motor skills and behav-

iors, making driving dangerous. Not only are persons under the

influence of alcohol less able to perform the many complex tasks

involved in safe driving, they cannot judge their own levels of

impairment. Because alcohol decreases inhibitions, users often

do things they normally would not do.

Long-term drinking of moderate to large quantities of alcohol

can cause liver damage. Heavy drinking can cause serious 

nervous mental disorders, including permanent brain damage.

Ulcers, gastritis, pancreatitis, diabetes, high blood pressure, 

malnutrition, and some cancers are also more common among

chronic heavy drinkers than among the general population.

Users may also experience periods of amnesia called blackouts.

During these periods, the person functions but later cannot

remember what he or she has done during this time.

Dependence on alcohol can occur after many years of heavy

drinking or, for some individuals, soon after the first drink.

Dependent persons may experience withdrawal symptoms

including craving alcohol, anxiety, weakness, tremors, and 

perspiration. More severe withdrawal symptoms include nausea,

vomiting, seizures, convulsions, hallucinations, and delirium

tremors. Severe alcohol withdrawal is life-threatening.

Mothers who drink during pregnancy may give birth to infants

with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) or other alcohol-related birth

defects. Drinking by the mother during pregnancy places the

unborn child at risk, affecting the child’s development.

Conditions seen in FAS children include (1) mental retardation;

(2) a pattern of abnormal facial and body features; and (3) cen-

tral nervous system abnormalities. Not all infants born to women

who drink exhibit abnormal development. “Safe” levels of 

alcohol use during pregnancy have not been established, and it

is currently recommended that pregnant women abstain.
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