Category: Finding Significance
Title: Images and Context: Discussing Context through War Images 
Designed by Jolene Creighton 

Lesson Objectives: The goal for this lesson is to help students understand why context is important; this is accomplished by focusing on the ways in which context alters the way that we see images and, by extension, read, speak, and ultimately write. 
This lesson relates to the overall course goals of ENG 101 and 102 because the goal of both these courses is to help students engage texts critically. This necessarily includes understanding context and the affect that is has on the way we see, read, write, etc. 
Preparation and Materials: 
Prep: 
· If working on an Image Analysis project, this assignment works best if students bring their images to class to work with at the end of this activity. 
· Alternately, this class plan can be used to discuss context when working on a variety of other writing assignments. The instructor will need to tailor the concluding discussion so that students can transfer the day’s lesson to their current writing project.   
Materials Needed: 
· Computer and Projector
· Image of the flag being raised at Iwo Jima (http://www.iwojima.com/raising/lflaga2.gif) 
· Image of Vietnam execution (http://digitaljournalist.org/issue0309/lm12.html) 
Introduction: 
Before beginning this activity, the instructor should ensure that students understand what context means. Ideally, the instructor would have a brief discussion about context, how it affects the way we see things, and why it is important in relation to the project that students are currently working on. This lesson plan can work with any image. However, students have responded extremely well to the two that I selected. Additionally, the two images work well together in that they evoke very different emotions. 
I used this class plan with students when we were working on Image Analysis papers in ENG 101. However, this class plan would also work well in ENG 102 when discussing context during a Rhetorical Analysis project. It is best used after students have already picked the image that they are going to write about, or have already selected their text for the Rhetorical Analysis. Again, the concluding discussion will need to be tailored to fit the assignment that students are working on. 
If given time at the end of class to apply these principles to their own work, this activity should last for a 50 minute class period. This class plan can easily be tailored to be much shorter or much longer, depending on the discussion that the instructor facilitates. 
Procedures: 

1. Instructor begins by having a discussion about context and its importance (5-10min)
2. Instructor shows the first image (Iwo Jima) (10min)
a. Instructor has a brief discussion about the image, asking students if they know where/when this image was taken. DO NOT say any more than it was taken after an Allied victory during WWII

b. Instructor asks students how this image makes them feel and why (students general respond with “Patriotic” “Proud” etc.)
c. Instructor provides context for the image. 
i. There are six men in this photo, three of them never made it off that island. Of the three who made it, one—Ira Hayes—could not cope with the trauma he experienced during war and died in a gutter in Arizona less than ten years after this photo was taken. 
d. Instructor again ask students how the image makes them feel and why (Students generally say “Sad” “Depressed” etc.)
3. Instructor shows second image (Vietnam) (10min)
a. Instructor has a brief discussion about the image, asking students if they know where/when this image was taken. DO NOT say any more than it is an image taken during Vietnam. For this image, it helps to ask students what they think is going on in the image.
b. Instructor asks students how this image makes them feel and why
i. For this image, it helps to ask more nuanced questions ie. How do you feel about the man holding the gun? The man getting shot? The photographer? (Students generally respond with alternate answers of “angry” “sad” “angry”).
c. Instructor provides context for the image (it may help to look up more information than I provide so the instructor can answer student questions).
i. A South Vietnamese officer is executing a handcuffed Viet Cong guerrilla. This image fueled antiwar protests in the United States.
ii. Photographer (Eddie Adams) forever regretted taking this image as it destroyed the officer’s life. Quote from Eddie Adams- “The general killed the Viet Cong; I killed the general with my camera. Still photographs are the most powerful weapon in the world. People believe them, but photographs do lie, even without manipulation. They are only half-truths ... What the photograph didn't say was, 'What would you do if you were the general at that time and place on that hot day, and you caught the so-called bad guy after he blew away one, two or three American soldiers?’” Adams called the officer both a friend and a hero.
d. Instructor again ask students how the image makes them feel and why (answers are generally more varied and heartfelt, can’t be summed in a single word). 
4. Conclusion
a. Instructor discusses how students perceptions changed based on the context that was provided. 
b. The instructor should also reiterate how context relates to the current project that students are working.
c. Next, the instructor should give students time to write about context in relation to the image/text they are analyzing.  
Conclusion: The objective of this lesson is to help students understand how to incorporate the context of the image/text that they are analyzing into their papers. By the end of this activity, students should have a clearer understanding of why it is important to understand, and write about, the context of the image or text that they are analyzing. 
