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Directions: In groups, redraft one of these paragraphs to be as streamlined as possible.

1.
There was an article in The New Yorker that talks about how the leading exponent for the power‑law theory of homelessness is Philip Mangano.  He was appointed by President Bush in 2002 to be the executive director of the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness.  This group has the oversight for the programs of twenty federal agencies. Mangano is a slender man, with a mane of white hair and a magnetic presence.  He got his start in Massachusetts, where he advocated for the homeless people who live there.  In the past two years, he has traveled across the United States from several directions, and he has worked to teach the people who are in charge of cities about the mathematical shape of statistics about homelessness.  He doesn’t think that running soup kitchens and shelters is enough, because he says that this just lets the people who are always homeless to go on with being always homeless.  You build a shelter and a soup kitchen if you think that homelessness is something that goes on for a long time for most of the people who are homeless, and that it is a hard problem to solve.  But you don’t run shelters and soup kitchens if you think that homelessness is a real problem for only a few people.  At this time, Mangano has changed the minds of people in more than two hundred cities to think and plan very differently about how they deal with people who are homeless.  (246 words; original had 166)

2.
Markets are healthier when what is happening is clear.  The more information that people who invest have about a company, the easier it will be for them to know how much money that company is really worth. This relates to how the Securities and Exchange Commission has in recent days proposed a new set of rules that make it a requirement for companies to make public more information about exactly how much (and in exactly what ways) they pay the people who are in charge of the companies.  This seemed like an idea that anyone could have had and one that will be good for the market.  Corporations already have to make statements about how much money the main person in the company makes, but often important information about this in financial reports is buried in down in footnotes or inside of lots of language that is hard to figure out, so that even investors that are good with figuring out information have a difficult time getting a clear idea of how much the leaders of companies earn.  The rules that have been proposed by the Securities and Exchange Commission will mean that companies have to publish more information about the little extras that their top people get and how much stock they are allowed to buy and about how much money they will get in the future for their retirement. Companies are also going to have to say what all these benefits will add up to.  The new rules won’t mean that companies have to change the big bucks that they pay to the people who run the companies.  It just means that they will now have to tell people who invest with them how much they’re paying.  (289; original was 169)

3.
Religions that have been around for a while and don’t have as much energy are more interested in creating works of art.  In contrast, new and energetic religions are only interested in controversy.  It is very difficult to make great art when you really believe what you are doing, or at least you have to know it so well that it no longer seems exciting.  This is shown in the art made in the Catholic Church during the Renaissance period in Italy, because the very tired establishment headed by the pope had paintings on the ceiling of the Sistine chapel, but during the early period of the Christine church, the art was only some words scratched on the walls of the caves under Rome. In America, it is certain that very little art has been directly made by any of the very many kinds of religion, and that is perhaps because when people are worried about eternity they are less worried about decorating. But there is one great exception to this general rule, and that is the Shakers, because they were important during about a hundred years and there were at the same time able to create works of art that were so simple that it seemed impossible and still are very impressive in terms of how they look even though we really don’t have the Shakers around any more in our own time. (234 words, original was 126)

4.
There were attempts at giving the girls in the Bankhead family a conventional education, but Eugenia eloped when she was eighteen with a boy she had met that day. As for Tallulah, at fifteen she gave her family the conviction that she was born to be an actress, and her grandfather who was a senator decided she had to be instantly successful when she started on Broadway. She went to New York in the protective company of her Aunt Louise, where she lived at the place called the Algonquin Hotel back in the early days of its fame, and the people who she met there were the people who were very important in the theater, and also some people who were nearly very important, such as John Barrymore, who attempted to make her like him sexually.  This happened in his dressing room. She was not trained to be an actress and she did not like to work very hard, but she was really pretty and had a way of behaving socially that was charming, she really wanted to succeed.  As she herself put it in words, “I was consumed by a fever to be famous, even infamous,” she wrote.  (199 words; original was 138)

*Below are the original passages. N.B. Full access to the following articles requires a paid subscription to The New Yorker Digital Edition.

1.  Malcolm Gladwell, “Million‑Dollar Murray:  Why Problems Like Homelessness May Be Easier to Solve than to Manage.” The New Yorker, February 13, 2006.  http://www.newyorker.com/fact/content/articles/060213fa_fact,  accessed 2/18/06.

The leading exponent for the power‑law theory of homelessness is Philip Mangano, who, since he was appointed by President Bush in 2002, has been the executive director of the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness, a group that oversees the programs of twenty federal agencies. Mangano is a slender man, with a mane of white hair and a magnetic presence, who got his start as an advocate for the homeless in Massachusetts. In the past two years, he has crisscrossed the United States, educating local mayors and city councils about the real shape of the homelessness curve. Simply running soup kitchens and shelters, he argues, allows the chronically homeless to remain chronically homeless. You build a shelter and a soup kitchen if you think that homelessness is a problem with a broad and unmanageable middle. But if it’s a problem at the fringe it can be solved. So far, Mangano has convinced more than two hundred cities to radically reëvaluate their policy for dealing with the homeless.  (166 words)

2.  James Surowiecki, “Overcompensating.” The New Yorker, February 13, 2006.   http://www.newyorker.com/talk/content/articles/060213ta_talk_surowiecki, accessed 2/18/06.   

Markets thrive on information. The more investors know about a company, the more likely they are to figure out what that company is really worth. So when the Securities and Exchange Commission recently proposed a new set of rules requiring companies to disclose more information about exactly how much (and in exactly what ways) they pay their top executives, it seemed like a market‑friendly no‑brainer. Corporations are already required to issue statements detailing C.E.O. pay packages, but they often bury important data in footnotes or beneath mounds of obfuscatory language, so that even sophisticated investors find it hard to get a clear picture of how much C.E.O.s earn. The S.E.C.’s proposed rules will require companies to disclose more about executives’ perks and stock‑option grants and about their future pension benefits. Companies will also have to provide a single figure summarizing all the money an executive is scheduled to get. They can still pay their bosses as lavishly as they like. They’ll just have to tell investors what they’re doing.  (169 words)

3.  Adam Gopnik, “Shining Tree of Life:  What the Shakers Did.” The New Yorker, February 13, 2006.   http://www.newyorker.com/critics/content/articles/060213crat_atlarge, accessed 2/18/06. 

Weary old faiths make art while hot young sects make only trouble. Insincerity, or at least familiarity, seems to be a precondition of a great religious art: the wheezing and worldly renaissance papacy produced the Sistine ceiling, while the young apostolic church left only a few scratched graffiti in the catacombs. In America, certainly, very little art has attached itself directly to our own dazzling variety of sects and cults, perhaps because true belief is too busy with eternity to worry about the décor. The great exception is the shakers, who managed, throughout the hundred or so years of their flourishing, to make objects so magically austere that they continue to astonish our eyes and our sense of form long after the last shakers stopped shaking.  (126 words) 

4.  Robert Gottlieb. “Dah‑ling:  The Strange Case of Tallulah Bankhead.” The New Yorker, May 16, 2005. http://www.newyorker.com/critics/content/articles/050516crat_atlarge, accessed 2/19/06.

There were attempts at conventional education for the Bankhead girls. Eugenia, however, eloped in her débutante year with a boy she had met that day. As for Tallulah, at fifteen she convinced her family that she was born to be an actress, and her senatorial grandfather staked her to an assault on Broadway. Chaperoned by her Aunt Louise, she found herself living at the Algonquin Hotel in its early palmy days, and there she encountered the great and the near‑great of the theatrical profession, including John Barrymore, who, true to form, tried to seduce her in his dressing room. She had no schooling as an actress and she lacked discipline, but she had vivid charm and looks, and she was absolutely determined to prevail. “I was consumed by a fever to be famous, even infamous,” she wrote.  (138 words)

