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Lesson Objectives: 

1. The objective of this lesson is to get students actively involved with proper English grammar through a hands-on activity.

2. The objective of this lesson is to help students notice grammar problems in their drafts through active engagement with punctuation rules.

Preparation and Materials: The students do not need to be prepared ahead of time for this assignment, except for bringing a draft to class for revision. The instructor should refamiliarize him or herself with the four sentence types and the rules for comma usage associated with each type. The instructor needs to bring an inflated beach ball and white board markers to class for this assignment.

Introduction: Grammar is a notoriously difficult area for students to master, even at the college level. This hands-on grammar activity will refamiliarize and engage students with some fundamental grammar knowledge to inform their composition and revision. The hands-on aspect and the specific formulas both help accommodate different learning styles. This is an activity that would be an excellent style workshop activity to complete just before an in-class or take-home workshop. Instructors should allow approximately 30 minutes for this activity. Depending on student skill, interest, and energy levels, this could also go much longer (but probably not much shorter).

Procedures:
1. Ask the students to reach way back in their memories to name and describe the four sentence types. Fill in the missing information as necessary, and copy formulas/notes on the board as the discussion progresses (5 minutes).

Simple = Independent Clause (IC)

Compound = Independent Clause plus Independent Clause (IC + IC)

Complex = Independent Clause plus Dependent/Subordinate Clause (IC + SC)

Compound Complex = Independent Clause plus Independent Clause plus Subordinate Clause

(IC + IC + SC)

Ask the students to elaborate on these ideas, and ask leading questions if necessary. What is an independent clause? What is a dependent/subordinate clause? What are they composed of? Why can one stand alone while the other can’t? (This part of the discussion can also help with sentence fragments, since student writers often try to use a subordinate clause as a complete sentence.)

2. Choose three student volunteers. One student should go to the board as the recorder. The other two students will toss the beach ball according to instructor’s directions (2 minutes).

3. Narrate a few different sentences, and have the student volunteers enact these sentences at the front of the classroom. Be sure to create a variety of sentence types. Student recorder should transcribe these sentences on the board without punctuation (5 minutes).

Ex: Chris throws the ball.

James kicks the ball and it hits Chris.

Since he is mad Chris throws the ball at James’s head.

After he dodges the ball James picks it up and he throws it back to Chris.

(Be certain to throw a few subordinate clauses in there for students to catch and fix.)

4. Ask the class what punctuation marks are needed for the sentences on the board. Optional: ask different student volunteers to come punctuate each sentence (5 minutes).

5. Discuss general punctuation rules for each sentence type and have student recorder write on the board (5 minutes).

Compound sentence:

-IC + comma + fanboys + IC 

-IC + semicolon + IC

Complex sentence:

-IC + SC

-SC + comma + IC

6. Call on two new student volunteers. Give the class a few minutes to compose and punctuate a few beach ball-related sentences of their own. Call on students to direct the new beach ball volunteers to enact sentences. Call on new recorder to record. Ask class volunteers to punctuate and name the sentence type (5 to 10 minutes).

7. Transition the students into a workshopping activity. Ask students to read through their own drafts to locate different sentence types and proofread their punctuation, or have students rotate around the room to examine the punctuation of their peers. (I often do a musical chairs workshop with the students after this type of activity, playing music for a few moments while they rotate around the room. When I stop the music, they sit at a new desk, pick up the draft, and start proofreading the new draft on an individual basis.)

Conclusion: Students have trouble understanding and applying standard grammar conventions to their writing, and many of them can’t even remember the rules in the first place. This fun, hands-on refresher can help students become better at combining and punctuating sentences and can even help students to recognize subordinate clauses as sentence fragments. At the conclusion of this activity, move the students into small workshop groups to complete a style workshop that focused on individual sentences and how to correctly punctuate them. As a result, this activity is best used towards the very end of a paper assignment, as students are moving from big picture revision issues to nit-picky proofreading problems.

