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Lesson Objectives: To provide hands-on experience using proper MLA Works Cited pages and in-text citations.
Preparation and Materials: The goal for this lesson is not only to help students understand how to create an MLA Works Cited page and in-text citations, but also to help them understand the importance of regularized formatted citations. Because one of our overarching goals as instructors is to prepare students for future college-level writing assignments, providing them with a grasp of citations, and an awareness of their importance, is valuable. 

In order to prep the class for this lesson, I suggest introducing the class to citations early—have them generate (as a class) a list as to why citations are important and why having a standard form for citations is helpful. The Practical Argument text provides a section on MLA citations that is helpful to assign before doing this lesson (PA Chapter 10: “Documenting Sources: MLA” pages 265-273).

This lesson can be done using only the Practical Argument  text and writing on the whiteboard (or overhead, or projected), but I suggest giving students printouts of the source information they will be using as well as an in-text citation reference sheet.  

Introduction: Again, be sure to begin this lesson by discussing the importance of citations in all forms of writing—what purpose it serves, how citations are a form of conversation, how they show a writer engaging within a discourse, how they give credit where credit is due. This is also a good time to discuss how you, as instructor, are providing the students with necessary tools to avoid plagiarism.

This activity can take place whenever the instructor deems necessary. It will be more useful when students are actually using citations (for example, if you are not requiring citations for “Project Two: Synthesizing Perspectives,” you might wait until Project 3 to introduce this activity). This lesson will take about 30 minutes to execute. 
Procedures: 

· Begin by discussing in-text citations and Works Cited pages—a brief overview/reminder of previous discussions/class work/reading.

· Handout in-text citations reference sheet. It can be as simple as a breakdown of when to use the writer’s name within the MLA parenthesis and when not to. Examples work well.

· Briefly go over this handout—emphasize what is most important to you as instructor.

· Transition to Works Cited pages—how does a reader know where these in-text sources come from? Why is a Works Cited page necessary/useful?

· Assign student groups (3-5 per group works well). 

· Give each group a handout detailing specific information about 4-6 types of sources—for example, choose one book, one periodical, one website, and one database. Basically, create a list of everything they’d need to know in order to create a Works Cited.

· I ran this lesson like a contest. The first group to finish a correctly formatted Works Cited page won. They could use their book (again, Practical Argument breaks down step by step, and gives examples, of each of these types of sources). Because of the time limit (it is a contest, after all), the students seemed really into the competition—they wanted to win. 

· Be sure to discuss how the purpose of this lesson isn’t that they memorize how to put together a Works Cited page, but rather to give them the tools to properly use citations. I told my class that I didn’t mind if they used an online citation generator—they now know how to double-check what the generator gives them. I also reemphasized the importance of citations in all forms of writing.  

Conclusion: The objective for this lesson is to prepare students to create in-text citations and a Works Cited page using MLA Style. Because citation is so important to all forms of writing, it’s easy to connect this lesson to students’ own writing. Asking students to tell you, the instructor, why citation is important works well—get them to articulate the importance themselves by asking, “So, why did I have you do this?” Ending the lesson on how this will help them in all forms of writing—both in this class and their future endeavors—works nicely also. Finally, it’s pretty easy to transition into the rest of the class period by discussing their current (or future) project and briefly mentioning how this lesson applies. 
