Call for Papers

2004 Student Research Paper Presentation 
and $250 Award

Sponsored by

Beta Phi Mu * Beta Psi Chapter

MLA New Members Round Table (NMRT)
USM School of Library and Information Science (SLIS)
Beta Phi Mu * Beta Psi Chapter, Mississippi Library Association New Members Round Table (NMRT), and The University of Southern Mississippi School of Library and Information Science (SLIS) are sponsoring the fourth annual Mississippi Library Association session devoted to presentations of student research including work completed for courses, master’s projects, and specialist’s theses or projects (but not including doctoral dissertations.) This award is given in an effort to promote research and the advancement of knowledge in library and information science and to encourage student participation in the activities of the Mississippi Library Association. 

Open to graduate and undergraduate library and information science students from The University of Southern Mississippi, University of Alabama, or Louisiana State University, this competitive event will allow up to two students to present the results of their research in a professional conference setting. Representatives from Beta Phi Mu * Beta Psi Chapter, MLA/NMRT, and USM/SLIS will review the submissions and select the winning papers. 

The following criteria will be used to select the winning papers:

· Relevance of the topic to the profession
· Quality of research

· Suitability for public presentation

Winners will receive a cash award of $250.00 and the basic MLA conference fee.  Applications should reach the Committee by September 6, 2004 and include a letter summarizing the research, a statement about the research’s contribution to the profession and a copy of the research paper itself.  The winners will be notified by September 17, 2004.  Winners will be required to present their findings in person at the Mississippi Library Association conference in Natchez, Mississippi on Wednesday October 20, 2004 at 3:00pm. Additionally, winners will have the opportunity to publish a version of their paper in a future issue of Mississippi Libraries. If you have questions, please contact Ann Branton at 601-266-4350 or via email at Ann.Branton@usm.edu.  Mail, email as a MSWord attachment or deliver proposals to:

Ann Branton
USM Libraries

Box 5053

Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5053

Ann.Branton@usm.edu
