INTCIRNAL. COMPCETITION

NMAJOR RESEARCH INSTRUMENTATION

The National Science Foundation’s Major Research Instrumentation
Program (MRI) seeks to improve the quality and expand the scope of research and
research training in science and engineering, and to foster the integration of
research & education by providing instrumentation for research-intensive learning
environments. The program encourages the development and acquisition of
research instrumentation for shared inter- and /or intra-organizational use and in
concert with private sector partners.

Proposals may be for a single instrument, a large system of instruments, or
multiple instruments that share a common or specific research focus. Proposals will
be considered for instrumentation used for any NSF-supported field of science
(including, among others, computer & information science/engineering; ;

; geosciences; mathematics; physical sciences; as well as social,
behavioral, & economic sciences).

NOTE THIS CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS YEARS:
Title VII of the America COMPETES Act (P.L. 110-69) directs NSF to require
cost-sharing in the Major Research Instrumentation Program of at least 30%.

ubmissions Are Limited...

to three (3) per institution, of which one must be for instrumentation development.
At BIEIIES an internal committee will review concept papers in order to
determine which applications will be forwarded to NSF. Papers may be no more
than three (3) pages in length and must include a summary budget.

To enter, send a concept paper electronically to sponsoredprograms@usm.edu.

Deadlines

* Concept papers are due at SPA by 5:00 p.m. Thursday, November 15, 2007.
* LOI (required for requests > $2M only) are due at NSF by December 21, 2007.
* Full proposals due at NSF by 5:00 p.m. Thursday, January 24, 2008.

For more information, read the announcement & proposal guidelines
at http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2008/nsf08503/nsf08503.pdf. For questions or

assistance, call Sponsored Programs Administration at 601-266-4119
or email sponsoredprograms@usm.edu.
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