“APPROVED”

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL MINUTES
September 1, 2009
Members Present:

Jae-Hwa Shin (Arts and Letters), Denise Brown (Health), Sharon Rouse, Kyna Shelley (Education & Psychology), Edward Nissan (Business), Tisha Zelner (Library), 
Connie Wyldmon (SPA)
Members Absent:

Jeanne Gillespie (Arts and Letters), Tom McIlwain (Health), William “Bill” Hornor, Glen Shearer (Science and Technology), James T. Lindley (Business)
Others Present:

Cecil Burge, Julian Allen (Vice President’s Office of Research & Economic Development)

Shelia Johnson (SPA) 
The meeting was held in SPA Conference Room 312.
1.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 11:09 a.m. by Dr. Kyna Shelley.  The agenda for the meeting was distributed.  Dr. Cecil Burge and Dr. Julian Allen were acknowledged and welcomed to the meeting.  
2.
Welcome and introduction of Dr. Cecil Burge 
Introductions were made and the floor was opened to Dr. Cecil Burge.  
Dr. Cecil Burge opened by thanking the University Research Council (URC) for their service.  He stated that this committee offered a forum for the faculty and staff to speak and have a voice in terms of policy.  Ms. Connie Wyldmon and I were just in a discussion on issues involving scientific misconduct.  Because of these recent investigations on scientific misconduct, I recommend that the committee review chapter 11 of the Faculty Handbook.  

This has been a great year in regards to competitive grants both in size and quantity, specifically from NSF (National Science Foundation), across the spectrum, and across departments and colleges.  Dr. Martha Saunders and I appreciate your hard work in the midst of these budget uncertainties.  The 2011 budget will be reduced because of reductions in stimulus money.  There is a 12 million dollar budget cut that will go into play for 2011.  He stated that he had witnessed some budget challenges in his many years with the university, but this was the worst budget year he has seen in his history.  

Dr. Lyman and I have discussed the Summer Faculty Research Grants.  The money for these grants comes from money made in summer school.  There will be no Summer Faculty Research Grants this year.  

Dr. Burge announced that it would be made public this week that he will be retiring.  I am in my 6th year and this job has required a 24:7 commitment in order to make an impact.  In January of this year, I indicated to Dr. Martha Saunders my intention to retire.  We revisited it in May and I submitted my letter of resignation effective December 31, 2009.  Dr. Burge reaffirmed his dedication to the University of Southern Mississippi and his intent to make this transition as smooth as possible.  I will not do anything to hurt the university. I came in 1970.  There are a few who have been around here longer.  Dr. Edward Nissan here came in 1968 and I believe Dr. William Scarborough came in 1964.  There will be a national search for my replacement and I am recommending that representation from the URC be a part of that search committee.  

Dr. Julian Allen here has been working very hard on export control issues.  

In regard to research ethics, under the American Competes Act, students supported by any federal grant are required to have ethics training.  You might look at addressing this training.  

Dr. Kyna Shelley stated the IRB is already involved in a similar discussion and was leaning toward an on-line ethics training program which would cost ~10-20K a year.   There is some uncertainty as to what impact the budget restraints will have on those plans.  

Dr. Cecil Burge was pleased to hear that the IRB is already focusing on this required ethics training, but still strongly urged the URC to make it a focus as well.  

We now have 10 proposals for stimulus money.  Dr. Cecil Burge complimented the faculty on rolling out the NIH proposals.  He indicated there might be some geographic distribution of these awards.  We do not want it all going to the east and west coast.  

Dr. Sharon Rouse applauded and appreciated the work, direction and support that Dr. Cecil Burge has given to the University Research Council.  He was thanked and wished the best in his retirement and told that he will be missed.  
3.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the last meeting were not distributed and the approval will be tabled until the next meeting to allow time for review.  Connie Wyldmon stated that Dr. Jeanne Gillespie was in Washington, DC with her last week and this was probably the reason she was not at the meeting today.  
ACTION ITEM:  Shelia Johnson will forward a copy of the rough draft of the minutes from the last meeting sent to Dr. Jeanne Gillespie to Dr. Kyna Shelley and the other URC members.  
4.
Council Membership
There are a number of vacancies to be filled.   Dr. Edward Nissan talked of his plans to retire although he has made the statement that this will be my last year for the last five years.  He did plan to retire this year.  Membership replacements are needed in Arts & Letters, Business, and also an additional person from the Library.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Kyna Shelley to get with Dr. Lance Nail regarding replacements

ACTION ITEM:  Ms. Tisha Zelner to pursue the addition of a new person to the council from the library

5.
Old Business
LETTERS Day (Dr. Sharon Rouse & Dr. Denise Brown
Dr. Denise Brown took the floor stating that she wished more people were in attendance today.  There was a handout with plans for LETTERS DAY (see attached).  It was agreed to table changing the name from LETTERS Day to a new acronym until next year.  An update was given to the committee on the tremendous amount of work that had been done in preparation for LETTERS Day.  Dr. Brown brought the print which has been commissioned specifically to be presented to the Lifetime Achievement award recipient (Dr. Bill Scarborough).  Everyone was very impressed with the print and her plans were to have it framed. Dr. Martha Saunders was invited but has another commitment.  However, she will try to come by some time during the day.  There are four research awardees that were told that Dr. Burge would pay for the printing.  Ms. Connie Wyldmon felt that even with the budget cuts, he would still cover the printing.  Dr. Sharon Rouse has already received a number of inquiries on display tables. They were really nice last year and it was suggested that the scholars be again invited to help set up as they did last year.   There are 100 easels available and a requirement for boards with a rigid back has already been requested to address issues from last year.  The medallions will be presented without the engraving.  Approximately 10 medallions are needed and there is a sufficient quantity on hand to cover that number.  The setup, posters, display boards, food and quantity to be ordered was discussed at length.  The changes in number of servings to the menu from last year are as follows:  
· Add juice to the morning refreshments (50 servings)

· Same luncheon menu as last year (80 servings)

· Afternoon refreshments (50 servings)

More presentations are scheduled this year which would dictate having to start earlier than last year. There is sufficient lead time to get printed invitations for the deans and chairs.  There is a formal invitation in Dr. Martha Saunders office that would work well.  

ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Sharon Rouse will contact Denise Casey to see if she has access to the invitations from Dr. Martha Saunders office for the deans and chairs.

Dr. Denise Brown plans to draft invitations for the awardees and their guests on her computer.

ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Denise Brown personally knows Maggie Williams and volunteered to contact her as suggested by Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin 
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Denise Brown and Dr. Sharon Rouse will work jointly on the handouts which they can take with them for LETTERS Day
The Emcee for the day was discussed and Dr. Kyna Shelley will do the welcome and turn it over to Dr. Cecil Burge in much the same way that Dr. Jeanne Gillespie did last year.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin will provide bios to Dr. Denise Brown which will be given to Dr. Burge to introduce each award. 
Dr. Sharon Rouse suggested that we take the opportunity to recognize Dr. Cecil Burge since he is retiring.  It was felt that Dr. Burge would probably be more comfortable with this acknowledgement after the awards.  A meaningful gift for him was discussed.
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Sharon Rouse will contact Denise Casey to see if she has any suggestions on a gift for Dr. Burge.  Dr. Kyna Shelley offered to chip in on paying for the gift as did a few other URC committee members.  Each member is to also be thinking of ideas for a gift as well.  
No further meetings were needed to finalize LETTERS Day.  

A round of kudos was given to the Dr. Denise Brown and Dr. Sharon Rouse for a great job!  

There will be no LETTERS Day next year.  

6.
New Business
Summer Faculty Research Grants (SFRG)
Budget restraints have taken care of this.  The committee agreed to therefore leave it to the colleges.  Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin suggested Dr. Kyna Shelley send a memo which can then forwarded to their respective colleges.  It was decided to update the webpage to reflect these current economic conditions.  
ACTION ITEM:  Kill the link from the URC web page to the application page to be replaced by the wording:  “Due to budget restraints, funding for 2009-2010, applications are not being received at this time.”
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Kyna Shelley to draft a memo on the status of Summer Faculty Research Grants and forward it to the members who will in turn forward it to their respective colleges.
Dr. Sharon Rouse is still being contacted about Summer Faculty Research Grants.  She  respectfully stated that she is not the contact person and it should be reflected on the URC webpage.    
Innovation Awards (Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin & Ms. Tisha Zelner
It was agreed to wait until next month after the completion of LETTERS Day to talk about Innovation Awards in depth.  Although there is no money, they will still get awards.  There was some discussion that funding for these awards might still be possible and Denise Casey thought there was a possibility of money coming out of the foundation account.  A nomination deadline of November 13, 2009 was decided upon and will be changed on the URC webpage.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Kyna Shelley to check with Dr. Cecil Burge to see if there is indeed funding or not for Innovation awards
URC Website
A handout of a printout of the University Research Council webpage was distributed and discussed.  It was decided to add a drop-down box on LETTERS Day which would take you to Google where the number of guests attending could be entered.  Creative Awards needs to be added to the list of awards.  Also, other changes affecting the webpage during the meeting were captured by Dr. Kyna Shelley.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Kyna Shelley to send all changes and corrections to the URC webpage to Mr. Syd Conner.

ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Kyna Shelley will send Google document

Student Research Ethics Training (Connie Wyldmon)
Ms. Connie Wyldmon reminded the members of the need to address the issue of ethics training with possibly a workshop or seminar.  The objective is to teach graduate students about plagiarism and steer them away from it.  Dr. Sharon Rouse suggested a possible joint effort between IRB and URC since they are already working on it in order to eliminate duplication of efforts.   
ACTION ITEM:  Ms. Connie Wyldmon agreed to look into Research Ethics training and provide some information and recommendations to the URC committee.
7.
Next Meeting Dates:  


Tuesday, October 6, 2009
9:30 a.m.



Tuesday, November 3, 2009
9:30 a.m.



Tuesday, December 1, 2009
9:30.am.

ACTION ITEM:  Ms. Shelia Johnson to check conference room availability and schedule for these dates.
8.
Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.
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