“Approved”

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL MINUTES
April 16, 2009
Members Present:

Jeanne Gillespie, (Arts and Letters), Tom McIlwain (Health), Sharon Rouse, Kyna Shelley (Education & Psychology), Glen Shearer (Science and Technology), Edward Nissan, James T. Lindley (Business), Tisha Zelner (Library), Connie Wyldmon (SPA)
Members Absent:

Jae-Hwa Shin (Arts and Letters), Denise Brown (Health), William “Bill” Hornor (Science and Technology), John Carr (Business), 
Others Present:

Shelia Johnson (SPA) 
The meeting was held in SPA Conference Room 312.
1.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 11:05 a.m. by Dr. Jeanne Gillespie and a copy of the agenda for the meeting was distributed.  
2.
Approve Minutes
The last meeting was dedicated to the Innovation Award selection process and no minutes were recorded.  
Dr. Jeanne Gillespie sent an e-mail to all members of the committee which captured the end result of the process.  The majority of the members did not receive that memo.  Dr. Gillespie agreed to resend the memo.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Jeanne Gillespie will resend the Innovation Award memo to URC members
3.
Old Business
Innovation Awards (Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin & Ms. Tisha Zelner)
While there has been much work done on improving the process, it is still open to further review and suggestions.  Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin & Ms. Tisha Zelner were recognized for the tremendous amount of work they have put forth.  They are not yet satisfied with the process.  

Dr. Sharon Rouse asked if all announcements for grants coming out of the VP for Research office were automatically sent out by Dr. Cecil Burge.  Dr. Jeanne Gillespie answered, yes.  The winners did get a letter from Dr. Burge. The Innovation Awards were announced on Founders Day.  She also stated that Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin also sent out notices to outstanding recipients this year as well. Twenty five (25) dossiers out of 34 nominees were received in time for review.  Ms. Tisha Zelner discussed the possibility of streamlining the process.  Upon request, she discussed the new category nominations of Research Supporter and Research Advocate.  Ms. Connie Wyldmon added that these new awards should not be required to submit a lengthy dossier.  Also, one of these recognizes an external person as well.  
Clarification of the two new categories was asked for by new members.  Dr. Glen Shearer and Dr. James “Tom” Lindley both were not present in those earlier meetings.  Dr. Shearer replaced Dr. Faqing Huang who cycled out at the end of 2008 from the College of Science and Technology and Dr. Tom Lindley represents the College of Business replacing Dr. Jon Carr who left the University.  
For clarification, Ms. Tisha Zelner read:  

Research Advocate Award 
The Research Advocate Award honors an administrator or staff member who has made significant contributions to fostering research at The University of Southern Mississippi. Nominees should demonstrate a high level of internal recognition. 

Research Supporter Award 
The Research Supporter Award honors an external individual, agency, or institution that has supported research activities or fostered a climate conducive to advancing scholarly inquiry at The University of Southern Mississippi. Nominees should have a significant and sustained association with the University as demonstrated by their level of commitment. 

Graduate Student Award 
The Graduate Student Award recognizes a graduate student who has demonstrated exemplary scholarly or creative achievement. Documentation of outstanding accomplishment is required from each nominee. 

Dr. Sharon Rouse related that she received several e-mails on Media/Innovation awards.  This area is a whole different process, a whole different facet of technology; totally different.  Other examples were creative clothing, virtual reality, architectural in which they actually build buildings.  There is a need to hone in on what the criteria should be for this type of award.    Another prime example cited was Second Life as used by Ohio State whereby you could go online and see all their buildings, register for classes, etc.  In these virtual reality models you can buy and sell property (spend real dollars for something you can’t see or touch).  You have an Avatar that you can make look any way you want to represent you.  Linden owns Second Life.  There was a lengthy question and answer session on Second Life from many who were not familiar with it.  Ms. Tisha Zelner explained that this is life, not a game.  There is no objective or way to win – real life.  

Dr. Sharon Rouse went on to expand upon the virtual classroom for Mexico and Canada in which they virtually attend classes together.  They see movies, video clips, etc.   She stated that USM has no property in Second Life.  Dr. Tom Lindley had a number of questions on the financial aspects of it.  Who finances it, property ownership?  How are investments made?  Dr. Rouse stated that actual dollars are changed to Linden (who owns and oversees it all) dollars.  You would contact Linden and buy property.  You tell them what you want and they build it for you.  At which point, you can set up shop, sell stuff, etc.  Dr. Tom McIlwain asked about opportunities for research in Second Life.  Dr. Rouse said yes and video conferencing was also possible.  She said you could go to YOUTUBE and pull up Second Life and see it first-hand.  
There is some amazing work being done here at USM along these lines.  There are some magnificent designs in web pages, fashion and architectural, etc. All of these are cutting edge and would fit nicely into this category and need to be recognized.  Dr. Lindley asked if the University is going to invest money in this.  Dr. Rouse said she was not the person to ask because she could not speak for the University, but any individual can make an investment.  Ms. Tisha Zelner asked if we are going to have an award that would recognize this work and what would it be under.  Ms. Connie Wyldmon suggested Technology & Media under the Innovation Award. 
Budget restraints were discussed and Dr. Rouse suggested that perhaps no monetary award under these budget conditions, but we could certainly start with well deserved recognition.    
Motion to consider and explore a Technology & Media Innovation Award (Dr. Sharon Rouse) Second (Dr. Ed Nissan) 

Ms.Tisha Zelner will move from co-chair to Chair for next year as is tradition.  A new co-chair will need to be named.  Dr. Tom Lindley stated that his status was temporary pending the new election from the College of Business so he would not like to commit for the newly elected person. 
ACTION ITEM:  Name a co-chair for Innovation Awards for the coming year. 
LETTERS Day (Dr. Sharon Rouse, Dr. Tom McIlwain & Dr. Denise Brown
Dr. Tom McIlwain (co-Chair) will move up to Chair next year.
A date for LETTERS Day was discussed including dates that have not worked well in the past.  Scheduling it on Friday provides an opportunity for a workshop.  Dr. Kyna Shelley said there is no perfect day, and although the participation was great, the main objective is to encourage greater attendance.  
Dr. Glen Shearer asked about the purpose of Letters Day.  Dr. Jeanne Gillespie explained it and outlined how research was presented and how posters also were used to show what is going on at the University in research.  At which point, Dr. Shearer said that it is a research showcase which was affirmed.  He then asked how it got the name Letters Day.  Ms. Connie Wyldmon explained that it was an acronym from a past VP of Research who liked to use acronyms.  It stands for “Live Enriched Through Their Endeavors, Research and Scholarships”.  It is no longer in all caps and very few know what it means.  The idea of changing the name to Research Show Case to reduce confusion and also changing the name beforehand was discussed.  

The date agreed upon for LETTERS Day was Friday, October 16, 2009
Dr. Tom Lindley asked why it was held in the fall and not in the spring.  Dr. Jeanne Gillespie explained that it has been held both in the fall and spring and the results were much better participation/more “buy in” in the fall.  There was much better publicity for the whole week.  It was tied to the opening of the Thad Cochran Center which provided us a lot more publicity and visibility.  We were on everything.  
Dr. Tom Lindley suggested presenting the award at the football game which would offer recognition of faculty in a large arena (captive audience).  It would only take about three (3) minutes and could be done in between quarters easily and not interfere with half-time activities.  Dr. Jeanne Gillespie suggested possibly giving free game tickets to winners.  Dr. Bill Scarborough is getting the Lifetime Achievement Award and it would be a hoot to have him.  

The poster session was discussed.  Dr. Kyna Shelley expressed that the winners really appreciated the luncheon at which they brought their family.  There was a poster session three hours before lunch with an oral presentation by the Innovation Award winners, a nice lunch followed by a 1-3 hour poster session.  It was well received and inclusive of graduate students.  It was decided to keep the luncheon and poster session and not to display posters at the game as well.  Ms.Tisha  Zelner explained who presents, not all present:  Basic, Applied, Research and Creative.  The new award will not happen until next year.  The Lifetime is optional:  They can present if they wish.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Sharon Rouse will e-mail Dr. Cecil Burge for permission to present the awards at the football game and get free tickets for the award winners and copy Dr. Jeanne Gillespie.  
ACTION ITEM:  Pursue changing LETTERS Day to Research Recognition Day

Dr. Glen Shearer asked how difficult it is to find alumni out making significant (worthy of award) contributions in research.  
ACTION ITEM:  URC members to make a list of possible alumni who might fit this category and could be invited.  
ACTION ITEM:  Schedule the Thad Cochran Center

4.
New Business
Wiki
Dr. Sharon Rouse explained a Wiki and how it could be used a tool for the committee to exchange and share ideas over the summer in lieu of a May meeting.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Sharon Rouse to will e-mail a video on a Wiki which she will create and establish a link which will allow access to it.  She will explain how to use it.  
5.
Next Meeting Date:  TBA
6.
Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 11:56 a.m.
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