“DRAFT”

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL MINUTES
October 14, 2008
Members Present:

Jeanne Gillespie, Jae-Hwa Shin (Arts and Letters), Denise Brown, Tom McIlwain (Health), Sharon Rouse, Kyna Shelley (Education & Psychology), Edward Nissan, John Carr (Business), Jennifer Brannock, Tisha Zelner (Library), Connie Wyldmon (SPA)
Members Absent:

Mark Miller (Science and Technology)
Others Present:

Shelia Johnson (SPA) 
The meeting was held in SPA Conference Room 312.
1.
Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Dr. Jeanne Gillespie and a copy of the agenda for the meeting was distributed.  Introductions of those in attendance were made in order to welcome Ms. Tisha Zelner, replacing Ms. Jennifer Brannock from the Library and Dr. Tom McIlWain replacing Dr. Jerome Kolbo from the College of Health.  Ms. Brannock was thanked for her hard work as a member of the URC as this was her last meeting.  Minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and approved as written.     
Motion to approve as written (Dr. Denise Brown) Second (Dr. Kyna  Shelley)

Motion to correct URC minutes from 4/15/08 regarding the theatrical performance by Robin Carr instead of Frances Karnes (Dr. Denise Brown) Second (Jennifer Brannock)
Also, Dr. Jeanne Gillespie noted that the minutes should formerly address those persons who are not PhD’s as Mr., Mrs., etc. (their preference).  The new member replacing Ms. Jennifer Brannock would prefer to be addressed as Ms. Tisha Zelner. 
2.
Old Business
Letters Day (Dr. Kyna Shelley)

Dr. Kyna Shelley reported that there was still a lot to do.  Although a lot of work has been done, some things did not happen as planned.  One of her concerns was that the word was not getting out.  She planned to send out an e-mail before the end of the day to i.e. college list serve.  She requested the URC members coordinate with their own college and request that they respond to her e-mail.  Those colleges with two representatives, ideally, one person could contact individual faculty members for posters and the second person could coordinate posters/tables for each college.   She stated that the tables would be for works, i.e., text books, etc. that would not lend itself to posters.  The plan is to position the tables at the top of the escalator so that it is the first thing you see upon arrival.  The parking arrangements have been made.  RSVPs have been received from some of the recipients, but not all.  Dr. Martha Saunders will be out of town for two weeks and unable to attend.  Subsequently, Dr. Shelley is still working on a speaker.  Dr. Shelley needed some input on the award for Dr. Robin Overstreet.  Ms. Connie Wyldmon was able to provide some possible suggestions for the award for Dr. Overstreet based upon her knowledge of his work.  A piece of art was discussed in the price range of between $200 and $400 with the invoice to be given to Denise in Dr. Burge’s office for payment.  The remaining invitations are going out.  Letters Day 2008 is scheduled for October 31, 2008, at the Thad Cochran Center in Ballrooms 1, 2, and 3.  The time slot is 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The SFRG winners’ posters will be paid for and should be charged to Dr. Cecil Burge’s office.  Robin Carr needs a stage.  She will be doing a performance piece.  
Publicity was discussed which is critical at this point.  
· WDAM

· USM Public Relations (Ms. Janna Bryant) to cover
· Student Printz coverage

· Stand-alone e-mail to all faculty and staff

· Student Media Center

TO DO LIST:


· Locate the medals from last year (Ms. Shelia Johnson)

· Take the medals to be engraved to the Trophy Place behind Carroll’s Jewelry on 28th Avenue (Dr. Jeanne Gillespie)

· Ms. Connie Wyldmon will have her students post the Letters Day announcement around campus
· Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin will have a handout for Letters Day on the Innovation awards which will include the updated definitions
· URC to have a call meeting in two weeks (10/28/08) to triage Letters Day to offer support to Dr. Kyna Shelley and Dr. Denise Brown

Ms. Jennifer Brannock reported that Dr. Robin Overstreet will present this year.  He is very excited about receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award.  It was agreed that he is excellent and his presentation will also be excellent.  
Summer Faculty Research Grants (SFRG) (Dr. Sharon Rouse) Help is needed.  Dr. Tom McIlwain agreed to work with Dr. Sharon Rouse on SFRG.  It was agreed to extend the deadline to November 7, 2008.  
Motion to change the 10/31/08 deadline date to 11/7/2008 by (Dr. John Carr)

Second (Dr. Tom McIlwain)
Dr. Sharon Rouse posed two questions on the application deadline.  1) E-mail problems caused the application to be received 2 hours after the deadline, and 2) Application submitted with the wrong e-mail address.  It was agreed that it would not be a problem to include the above mentioned applications for consideration.  The council thanked and applauded the excellent job that Mr. Syd Conner did in coordinating the applications.  There was a remarkable increase in the number of applications this year; 62 vs. ~40 last year will go forward to obtain a recommendation of 4 per college.  They will be sent out this afternoon for review.  Dr. Denise Brown was in possession of a copy of the point scale that was developed and used last time and agreed to forward this to Dr. Sharon Rouse.  Last year 10-12 were funded. 
Dr. John Carr reported that he is leaving the University in January 2009.  His replacement will be assigned by the Dean of his college.  
· 9/27/08

Application deadline

· 10/3/08

Submission to College Research Council
· 10/31/08 11/7
College Research Council to University Research Council
· 12/5/08

Our decision

Website and dates

Dr. Jeanne Gillespie is working in conjunction with Mr. Syd Conner on addressing the web site issues.  
Innovation Awards (Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin) 
Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin is taking suggestions and questions.  She is looking for ways to get the word out for nominations.  Ms. Tisha Carmichael agreed to replace Ms. Jennifer Brannock in assisting Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin with Innovation Awards since this will be Ms. Brannock’s last meeting.  Dr. Gillespie stated that the next regularly scheduled meeting will focus primarily on Innovation awards.  
· 11/7/08

Applications to Chair

· 11/14/08
Chairs nomination to Deans

· 12/5/08

Deans nomination to URC (Dr. Jae-Hwa Shin)

Provost’s Council reexamining compensation for grant activity
Dr. Jeanne Gillespie advised the URC members that the Provost’s council is now looking at the Midas Award carefully and respectfully and we will wait for a report from them. 

3.
New Business

· Ms.Tisha Carmichael replacing Ms. Jennifer Brannock
· Approach the new Dean of Libraries about the Library now having two representatives like the other colleges
· Dr. Kyna Shelley was nominated and it was unanimously agreed to accept her offer to replace Dr. Jeanne Gillespie as URC President 
· Dr. Tom McIlwain welcomed as the replacement for Dr. Jerome Kolbo form the College of Health
· Dr. Denise Brown expressed an interest in working with Dr. Sharon Rouse on Summer Faculty Research Grants next year
· Midas Policy is being tabled.
4.
Next Meeting Date:  Tuesday, October 28, 2008 
Motion to adjourn (Dr. Denise Brown) Second (Dr. Mark Miller)

5.
Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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