UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL MINUTES
February 25, 2005
Members Present:

Ed Jackson, William Scarborough (Arts and Letters), Barry Babin, Chang Hseih (Business), Stan Kuczaj (Education & Psychology), Yuan Luo, Vernon Asper (Science & Technology), Amal Mitra (Health), and Jennifer Bannock (Library)
Members Absent:

Jerome Kolbo, Steve Yuen, Connie Wyldmon
The meeting was held in McCain Library Conference Room 200
1.
Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by Ed Jackson.

2.
Minutes from the last meeting
Bill Scarborough moved and Chang Hseih seconded the approval of the minutes for January 21, 2005 without changes.
3. Old Business
a.
Dr. Jackson reported that a letter has been sent to Joan Exline concerning the strategic planning document. Since then the University Planning Committee has been resurrected to develop the document.  Jerome Kolbo is a member of this committee and has indicated that he will carry the sentiments of the letter to that committee.
b.
Summer Research Grant 

Recipients have been announced by Cynthia Moore.  11 projects have been funded.  Two were turned down in favor of Instructional Grants. A recommendation was made by Stan Kuczaj that, given how small the funding is in both of these areas, perhaps next year applicants should be permitted to apply either for a Summer Research Grant or an Instructional Grant, but not both.  This recommendation will be suggested to the Provost.
c.
Innovation Award Application
Jennifer Bannock reported that letters have been sent and documents have also been sent to the external referees (4).  
d. LETTERS Day Planning (April 5, 2005)
Dr. Jackson received information from Lisa Mader that the Polymer Science Auditorium is reserved for the day and the Country Club is reserved for the evening dinner.  Invitations will be sent out for the evening banquet.  Invitation will also go out to selected High School students inviting them to attend the lectures.

The schedule will consist of lectures from past year Innovation awardees, a total of five, to present during the time of 2:30-5:00.  A general announcement will be sent on campus inviting presentations for early in the day.  
Summer Research Grant recipients’ posters are set.  If you know of anyone else who would like to present, please submit names to Ed Jackson to forward to Lisa Mader so the program can be set up.
Comments were made regarding changes to be made to next year’s LETTER Day event such as multi-campus participation and to incorporate the Faculty Senate’s Jr. Research Award recipient in the presentations.

e.
Research Position Policy status

Very good comments were made by the Faculty Senate ad hoc committee formed to review the document.  These were addressed and the Policy has been sent to the President’s Cabinet via Dr. Burge.
4. New Business

Next meeting will be March 11th, McCain Library Conference Room 200
5.
Adjourn


Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

