THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI
     UNIVERSITY RESEARCH

COUNCIL

MINUTES
September 24, 2004

Members Presents:

Ed Jackson (Arts & Letters), Amal Mitra (Health), Chang Hsieh (Business), Connie Wyldmon (SPA) Stan Kuczaj (Education & Psychology), William Scarborough (Arts & Letters), Yuan Luo (Science & Technology), Steve Yuen (Education & Psychology), Jennifer Brannock (Library), Michelle Shows (SPA)

Member Absent:

Vernon Asper, Barry Babin 

1)
The meeting was held in the SPA Conference Room in Bond Hall.

2)
Introduction was made by Dr. Jackson.
3)
Agenda approved, without changes.

4)
Minutes from the last meeting were approved, without changes

5)
Old Business:

     a. Reports by Dr. Jackson on:

Charter Status

· Has been reconstituted

· Has not been approved yet


Research Faculty Positions Document

· Background: Presently no policy regarding research appointments

· Approved last spring with minor changes

· Jackson met with Dave Beckett (Pres, Faculty Senate). Faculty Senate will form a committee to review. Ultimately, recommendations will be sent to the Provost.


LETTERS Day 2004

· Very successful.  However scheduling all events during morning prevented faculty participation.
· Date for LETTERS Day 2005 has not been decided yet but it will be in early April

· Will include presentations and posters

       b. Summer Faculty Research Grants (SFRG)
· Deadline for submission is September 30

· College Research Committee will review submissions from their college and recommend four to University Research Council.

· Number funded depends on money available from Provost office

· Deadlines slated:

September 30 – deadline for submission

November 1 – College Research Committee provide nominations to URC

November 15 – URC make recommendations to Provost
· Bonnie Cooper (SPA) will receive submissions then forward them to URC college representative.

Steve Yuen Report on SFRG
· Confusion with on-line submission regarding the 3-page limit.  This only applies                  
 to the main content of the proposal

· Question – Can URC representative vote on the ranking at the college level?
Consensus reached – URC representatives should vote at college level but not at URC level

· Reports from recipients

Provost office should be responsible for getting reports from recipients; however, copies of this report should remain in SPA. Reports from all 2004 summer grant recipients were submitted to Provost and will be in SPA office
         
      c.IRB, IACUC

· Process could be improved

· URC need to work with committees

· Need faculty training

· Chairs of these committees are now  ex officio  members of the URC and Jackson expects that URC will hear from them at upcoming meetings. 
6) 
New Business
a. Innovations Awards – 2005
· Letters to chairs will go out in early October
· Chairs will submit recommendations to Dean by November 1
· Dean’s recommendation due to URC by November 12
· URC will contact nominees for submission – deadline December 3
· Applicants will be allow to submit to one category
b. Center for Research Support (tabled)

c. New Initiatives

· Need to expand the idea for training faculty on the use of IRB, IACUC committees
· LETTERS Day 2005 with regards to finding a central location

7) 
Meeting time for the rest of the year

Tentatively – 2:30 Friday afternoon once a month in SPA Conference Room.
ADDENDUM:  Dates for URC Meetings 2004-2005

October 29


November 12 (Be prepared with ranking of SFRG proposals)


December 10


January 14


February 25


March 18


April 15 (tentative; on the coast) 
