UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL
MINUTES

October 29, 2004
Members Presents:

Ed Jackson (Arts & Letters), Amal Mitra (Health), Chang Hsieh (Business), Connie Wyldmon (SPA), Yuan Luo (Science & Technology), Steve Yuen (Education & Psychology), Jennifer Brannock (Library), Barry Babin (Business), Vernon Asper (Science & Technology), Bob Bateman (IACUC), and Larry Hosman (IRB)
Member Absent:

William Scarborough, Stan Kuczaj
The meeting was held in the SPA Conference Room in Bond Hall.
1)
Meeting was called to order by Dr. Jackson.
2)
Agenda approved, without changes.

3)
Minutes from the last meeting were approved, without changes

4)
Old Business:

a.
Reports by Dr. Jackson on:

LETTERS Day 2005
· Nominations are being gathered
· Would prefer to have lectures in the morning and College events in the afternoon
· No date set yet but Lisa Mader has been contacted
b.
Summer Faculty Research Grants (SFRG) – college status reports
· College committees have met
· Reminder: URC representatives can vote at the college level but not at the URC Committee level
· Discussion:  Y. Luo passed on a suggestion from a faculty member of her college that SFRGs should be fixed amount awards and not summer course equivalent releases.  It was noted that if a fixed amount is awarded that will limit the amount of awards to be issued.  
· Bonnie Cooper (SPA) will send copies of proposals to URC representatives of the four nominations submitted by the college committees.  Rankings should be done by next meeting – November 12.  Send rankings to Steve Yuen.  Reminder:  Look at how much dollars is requested and the amount of time committed to the project when considering the ranking.
5)
New Business:
a. Introduction and status report on IRB – Larry Hosman
· Old name for IRB was Human Subjects Review Committee
· Committee consists of 15 reviewers across the University

· Members look at protocol and ask for modifications if necessary

· Only high risk protocols calls for full committee review

· Committee meets year round

· There is a wide diversity of committee members with experience

· IRB do have a web page

· Research ethics require that certain guidelines are followed

· Future plans:  (1) Training faculty on procedures; (2) Going paperless

b. Introduction and status report on IACUC
· Consist of 14 members including 4 nonvoting member; also Tom Ricks-DVM, and Valerie Morrow-Community Rep.

· Animal facilities including:  JST Animal Research, OMH Mouse/Rat, WSB wet lab, GCRL Fish facility, J.L. Scott Aquarium, Hattiesburg Zoo/ Natural Science Park

· Responsibilities:  (1) Review protocol for research on vertebrate; (2) Inspect lab; (3) Review animal research programs

· Short term goals: (1) Website; (2) Handbook; (3) IRB-like database of protocols; (4) member training procedures

· Long term goals: (1) Liquid office protocol procedures; (2) New primary animal facility; (3) Accreditation by AALAS

· USDA does exclude some animals.

· All dissertations and published articles involving animal research have to have an IACUC number.

· All protocols must have a designated member review or a full committee review.  Very little is done on the individual basis.

· Ordering animals has to go through Julie Rich.

c. Other New Business:
None

6) Meeting adjourn – Next meeting: Friday, November 12, 2004 
