UNIVERSITY RESEARCH COUNCIL MINUTES
November 21, 2005
Members Present:

William Scarborough (Arts and Letters), Steve Yuen, Stan Kuczaj (Education & Psychology), Amal Mitra, Jerome Kolbo (Health), David Sharp (Business), and Connie Wyldmon (SPA) 
New Members:  Jeanne Gillespie (Arts and Letters), Mark Miller (Science and Technology), Alan Shiller (Science and Technology)

Others Present:  Margot Hall (Health), Jeff Kaufman (Arts and Letters), Ron Styron (Education and Psychology), Shelia Johnson (SPA)
Members Absent:  Jennifer Brannock and Frank Mixon
The meeting was held in SPA Conference Room, Bond Hall, Room 210
1.
Call to order
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Amal Mitra. Dr. Mitra welcomed the new URC members.
Minutes from last meeting approved with following changes:

1) p.2, para 4, change “he” to “Dr. Burge” could give up 10%.
       
2) p.2, para 5,  Jerome Kolbo would like it clarified by adding “perhaps” this was an unwritten policy.  Delete sentences “He pointed out the discretionary funds be restricted. F&A can only be used for staff”.  

3) p.3, next to last para, Dr. Scarborough added that these are bylaws of College of Arts and Letters.  

4) p.4, second Action Item, change to November 21 meeting instead of November 18.

2. Changes on the Charter and URC member list
The Charter was approved with the following 4 changes: 
1) Page 1: “College of Business and Economic Development” should read as “College of Business”
2) Page 3, item 2a, replace “Secretary” by “Chair-Elect”
3) Page 3, item 4a, replace “ex-officio” by “regular”
4) Page 4, item e, replace “Vice-Chair” by “Chair-Elect”.

An updated URC member list was circulated.  
The updated Charter, new URC member list and minutes will be on the web. Special thanks to Bonnie Cooper for all her hard work and URC support.  

ACTION ITEM:  Connie Wyldmon to make sure the Charter and Council Members are updated on the web.
3. Task Forces  
A. LETTERS Day Celebration

Jeanne Gillespie volunteered to chair the Task Force.  Dr. Yuen proposed to include Chairs of the College Research Committee and the Public Relation Officer as members of the Task Force. 
ACTION ITEM:  Dr Mitra to contact VP Research regarding the date to celebrate LETTERS Day.   

B. Innovation Awards Task Force – Dr. Scarborough
Dr. Scarborough sent by USM Mail on October 21, 2005 a solicitation for nominations for the 2006 Innovations Awards to faculty. This award honors faculty achievements in basic research, applied research, academic partnerships, and creative activities.  Also one outstanding graduate student will be recognized.  Finally, on merit, an outstanding faculty member’s career will be recognized with the Innovations Lifetime Award.  

Deadlines:  
1) Faculty to submit their recommendations for these awards through their respective chairs to Dean by Nov. 23rd.
2) Deans send the names of no more than two nominees for each award category to Dr. Scarborough by Nov. 30.  
3) Nominees to submit their dossiers to Dr. Scarborough by Jan 27, 2006.  
4) URC selects the top two nominees for each category and sends them for external reviews in February. 
5) Final selection made in early March. 
6) Winners notified no later than early April.  
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Mitra to remind the Deans about the deadline.

C. Summer Faculty Research Grants – Dr. Yuen
He wanted to thank the Chairs for doing an outstanding job.  Also, he appreciated Bonnie Cooper for her wonderful job.    

Attending the meeting was a representative from each college to submit a summary of the top 4 proposals.  Council members asked College representatives to clarify some points.  One candidate from College of Business was disqualified because of exceeding the page limit. URC will now review and rank top 15 proposals. 
ACTION ITEM:  Dr Yuen to send the ranking spreadsheet to the Council members.
Council members to make their final recommendations to Dr. Yuen by November 30.  Dr Yuen will then compile the list for the December 2nd meeting for a vote.  

4. Next Meeting date
Friday, December 2, 2005, SPA Conference Room
5. Adjourn

   Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

PAGE  
3

