
With its own dean and advisers, the Southern Miss 

Honors College has been thriving as an independent 

college since 1976 and is the sixth-oldest honors college 

in the country. Honors College students have access to 

the best professors in the University and are part of a 

community of gifted, lively and motivated students with 

wide academic, social and extracurricular interests. 

Smaller, more challenging classes offer more personal 

attention, thought-provoking classroom discussion and 

active learning experiences. Students admitted as 

freshmen are expected to complete the full four-year 

curriculum of General and Senior Honors.
The University of Southern Mississippi

honors college

Knowledge is power. 

Strive for excellence and explore the opportunities available to you at

The University of Southern Mississippi Honors College.

Please contact us for additional information about 
The University of Southern Mississippi Honors College.

118 College Drive #5162 • Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 • 601.266.4533 • www.usm.edu/honors
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Intelligence. 

Drive. 

The Power to succeed.

Students enrolled in The University of Southern 

Mississippi Honors College already possess these 

traits. We are committed to encouraging and 

supporting them in a unique, stimulating environment.

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI HONORS COLLEGE CURRICULUM AND REQUIREMENTS

General Honors (Freshmen and Sophomores)

Honors Forum (HON 321/322)
A guest lecture series required both semesters of the freshman year. 

20 Honors Hours 
Choose Honors sections of the University’s General Education Curriculum. Four to six Honors 
hours are required each semester to ensure completion of all 20 Honors hours by end of 
sophomore year.

Scholars may not enroll in Honors core classes beyond sophomore year.

Minimum of 16 credit hours are required each semester.

Honors classes may be traditional or active learning format. Students should not enroll 
in more than one active learning class per semester as these usually involve field trips. 

3.25 (or higher) cumulative GPA must be maintained by all Honors students.

Senior Honors (Juniors and Seniors)

HON 300 Research Forum (required)
Students are encouraged to take this one-hour, pass/fail course prior to enrolling in HON 301. It 
covers research topics in the humanities, as well as the physical and social sciences, and aims to 
demystify the prospectus- and thesis-writing processes.  

HON 301 Prospectus Writing (or departmental research methods)
A three-hour course taken at least one year prior to anticipated semester of graduation. Students 
prepare a research proposal in this course.

Honors Research in Major Department (ENG 492H for example) 
A three-hour independent study course taken over a period of at least two semesters, rather 
than three hours in a single semester. Students submit the completed thesis in the semester in 
which they graduate.

Comprehensive Examination 
Students must pass a comprehensive exam in their major discipline. 

Students who meet both General and Senior Honors requirements graduate with full Honors and Latin designation. 


