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DEAR ALUANI AND FRIENDS

OF SOUTHERN MISS BUSINESS,

At Southern Miss Business, we like to say our students are “Ready
for Business.” After this year, I'd argue they’re ready for just about
anything, whether it’s competing on the world stage, navigating
global adventures, or figuring out which button actually dispenses
coffee from those unnecessarily complicated office machines (a skill
that’s honestly more valuable than most people realize).

This year, our students proved that “hands-on learning” can

mean just about anything, from scanning 85,000 tickets at the
Super Bowl to pitching new ventures in our Hatchathon. They
participated in study-abroad trips across the globe, from ramen-
making in Tokyo to espresso-tasting in Florence, reminding us
that business lessons are best absorbed with a side of local cuisine.
And here at home, our professional sales students held their own
against the best in the nation, showing that Golden Eagles can close
deals with as much energy as they bring to a football tailgate.

Our faculty and staff kept the momentum going with innovative
curriculum changes, new graduate programs on the horizon, and
a shiny App Development Lab. And our alumni? They continue to
set the bar higher, leading industries, mentoring students and, in
many cases, making headlines that keep us saying, “Yes, they got

their start right here.”

Editor-in-Chief: Bailey Harris Shoemake

Graphic Designer: Hanna Schloemer

Of course, no year would be complete without pausing to celebrate.
The Golden Quills awards have quickly become one of our favorite
traditions, spotlighting not just talent and achievement, but also the
kindness, grit, and character that define our community.

Through every success, big and small, we’ve been reminded why
Southern Miss Business matters. It’s about preparing students
not only to thrive in their careers, but to shape the future with
creativity, resilience, and integrity.

So, find a comfortable seat, flip through these pages, and join us
in reliving a year that stretched us, challenged us, and made us
prouder than ever.

Sincerely,

J. Bret Becton
Dean, College of Business and Economic Development

Photographers: Ana Ruth Cortés, Paul Lijewski




GOLD PARTNERS

Your Friends

@GIMTEX it ms

INTEGRITY AS STRONG AS OUR PIPE

BUREAU

INSURANCE

SOUTHERN FARM BUREAU
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

SILVER PARTNERS

A .
RENASANT MiFS)SiSSi ppi é’@ %

ower

‘ I‘ INGALLS
SHIPBUILDING

We are proud to collaborate with these esteemed organizations whose support belps
us achieve our goals and enrich the experiences of our business students. If you are
interested in becoming a corporate partner, please reach out to business@usm.edu.
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BRITISH
STUDIES

A group of business students experienced an enriching blend of history
and culture during their month-long study abroad in the United
Kingdom. Under the guidance of Dr. Brigitte Burgess, the students
explored business practices in the city of London through visits to
Salvation Army International headquarters, Lloyd’s of London, Fortnum
& Mason, Twinings Tea, The Chelsea Bindery, Fuller’s Brewery, House
of MinaLima, and Deloitte UK. Additionally, the students cruised

the Thames River, toured the Chelsea Football Club, strolled through
Notting Hill, took day trips to Bath and Cambridge, and attended the
New Designer’s Trade Show. One of the highlights of the trip included an
evening spent at the London Coliseum to see The Great Gatsby Musical.




REMEMBERING DR. BILL SIRMON

Dr. William A. “Bill” Sirmon ’60, ’61 was many things—a devoted
husband, a wise mentor, and a steadfast champion of Southern Miss
students. After earning his doctorate from Mississippi State University,
Dr. Sirmon returned to Southern Miss to teach finance, later serving

as associate dean for the School of Business. Dr. Sirmon retired in

1995 after 26 years with the college, though his love for learning and
traveling never faded. He and his wife, Marilyn, shared that joy with
students by funding scholarships for the British Studies Program,
among others. Because of him, many Golden Eagles have had the
opportunity to walk the streets of London. Known for his quick wit and
steady guidance, Dr. Sirmon leaves a legacy that continues to shape the
lives of those who follow, reminding us that the world is meant to be
explored, and that there’s no place like Southern Miss.

INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM: DUBLIN, IRELAND

NS 7

Two Southern Miss Business students
went on the adventure of a lifetime
this summer through a seven-week
internship program in Dublin, Ireland,
combining professional growth with the
excitement of living abroad.

Ella King, a senior majoring in
human resources management,
interned with the People Team at
Brown Thomas Arnotts, Ireland’s
iconic luxury department store
chain. Her days consisted of
assisting in job interviews,

— | O
|

helping lead workshops,
participating in initiatives to boost
employee morale, and updating
training modules to support

staff development.

Parker Breal, a senior majoring
in hospitality and tourism
management, interned at the
Stephen’s Green Club, a historic
private members club in the heart
of Dublin. From welcoming guests
at the front desk to managing
check-ins, reservations, and daily
inquiries, Parker’s role placed her
at the center of the club’s warm
Irish hospitality.

International Internship Program: Dublin, Ireland | 37



SOUTHERN MISS PROFESSIONAL SALES PROGRAM

COMPETING, CONNECTING,
AND ADAPTING TO TECH

The Southern Miss Professional Sales Program continues to earn national recognition for its
student talent, competitive success, and innovative use of technology. In just three years,
the program has grown into a recruiting and training pipeline for top employers while
providing students with immersive, career-launching experiences.

TECH-DRIVEN GROWTH

This year, students embraced tools and experiences at the intersection of sales and technology. From
like ChatGPT SalesCoach and Second Nature AI to competitions sponsored
by Oracle, Gartner, and HubSpot, Southern Miss students trained like real-world professionals.

- skl 17

Miami, FL | Sponsored by HubSpot

and reached the semifinals in
their divisions—competing in both English and Spanish.

Nashville, TN | Sponsored by Oracle

Business students sold SaaS solutions in a hybrid team format
alongside computer science majors. earned a
competitive sales internship with Oracle in Austin, Texas, that only
accepted 20 participants across the nation.

Atlanta, GA | Sponsored by Gartner

Prepared to negotiate with chief technology officers,
fought her way to the Top 16 out of 144 competitors.

Locally, the program partnered with
to support their annual Conference and Expo, where technology and
business students gained firsthand experience networking with IT

Students and faculty from business and computer science with
leaders from healthcare, education, and government sectors. Southern Miss alumni at Howard Technology Solutions.

SIGNATURE CAMPUS EVENTS

40+ business students pitched The Advanced Sales students
Southern Miss to “prospective represented Cintas in a three-
students” in a fun, high-energy round roleplay event with both
challenge judged by Southern Miss in-person and virtual judging
Admissions and employer partners. from corporate recruiters.
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INNOVATIONS

IN SOUTHERN MISS
BUSINESS CURRICULUM

Staying competitive requires continuous innovation and adaptability. That is why Southern Miss
Business is constantly evolving our curriculum to ensure students are equipped with the skills
and knowledge needed to stand out among their peers. Emphasizing innovation, accessibility,
and personalized learning, we are thrilled to share the following updates.
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The App Development Lab:
Bringing Ideas to Life

Opening in fall 2025, the new App Development Lab will expand the
Center for Entrepreneurship’s capacity to help students bring bold ideas
to life. Made possible through a generous donor gift and equipped with
cutting-edge Apple technology, the lab will offer hands-on learning
through coding workshops, interdisciplinary classes, and collaborative
app development.

Whether supporting a student startup or advancing a class project, the
lab will provide a natural extension of the Center’s programming by
adding technical depth to its existing business and innovation support.
Developed in partnership with the School of Computing Sciences and
Computer Engineering, the space is designed to bring students together
across disciplines—business, computer science, graphic design, and
more—to transform ideas into working digital products.

Redesigned Undergraduate
General Business Program

In coordination with the Office of Student Success, the School of
Management revised the BSBA in general business curriculum to

give students the flexibility to choose 21 semester hours of upper-level
courses from any of the College of Business and Economic Development
programs. With more than 200 options, the students' tailored degrees
will be more focused on their career interests and objectives.



SOUTHERN MISS CELEBRATES

FIRST GRADUATE

+OCEAN ENGINEERING
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
PATHWAY PROGRAM

By Gabriela Shinskie

Glenn Anglada dreamt of owning his own 3D printing business
and using his engineering knowledge to make an impact along the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. Anglada’s dream is now a reality because
of The University of Southern Mississippi’s Ocean Engineering
Entrepreneurship Pathway (OEEP) program, which prepares
graduates for success in the state’s blue economy. Anglada put

his skills to the test and became the first graduate of the program,
which is committed to establishing the Mississippi Gulf Coast as
the nation’s leader in ocean science, engineering, and technology.

Southern Miss is the only institution in the state to offer the OEEP
program, which sets students on a unique five-year path to earn a
Bachelor of Science in ocean engineering (OE) in four years, as well
as a Master of Business Administration (MBA) in one additional
year-all while acquiring the necessary skills for a career in the
blue economy. The program supports workforce development and
job creation along the Mississippi Gulf Coast, allowing students
like Anglada to chart a path forward by combining his passion for
business ownership and knowledge of 3D printing.

During his time in the OE program, Anglada applied his research
and 3D printing skills to a senior project focused on using Fused
Deposition Modeling (FDM) for underwater applications. FDM is a
popular 3D printing method, where a digital model is transformed
into a physical object by melting and layering thermoplastic
material. For his project, Anglada designed 3D models to create
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watertight, pressurized parts capable of withstanding harsh

marine conditions. Through the program, he learned how to
strengthen printed parts, explore different printing techniques, and
incorporate those parts into his business models.

“I like the entrepreneur side of things. The program offered a
chance to develop something I can truly be proud of. This was a
great way to take the next step forward,” said Anglada.



CELEBRATING BUSINESS STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

-

SOUTHERN MISS GRADUATE SCHOOL HALL OF FAME . :
EAGLE SPUR RESEARCH GRANT, DRAPEAU CENTER FOR

M S UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
IMPACT AWARD, STUDENT EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARDS
SOUTHERN MISS CITIZEN SCHOLAR
EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH AWARD, HONORS COLLEGE

Gracie Lewis

2024-25 PUBLIC COMPANY
ACCOUNTING OVERSIGHT BOARD
(PCAOB) SCHOLAR
MSCPA RALPH F. NEELY
SUSAN A. SILTANEN GRADUATE STUDENT
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM LU LA
Haeden Overby Susan Dobson Olivia Boleware

Tied for 2nd place oral presentation, 2nd place poster presentation,
Social and Educational Sciences Social and Educational
and Business category Sciences and Business category

" .. CFASociety
*ississippi

UNDERGRADUATE
SYMPOSIUM ON RESEARCH
AND CREATIVE ACTIVITY

Gracie Lewis
1st place in the Business category

Marcus Kirkland

2nd place in the Business category MSCPA UNDERGRADUATE CFA SOCIETY OF
SCHOLARSHIP MISSISSIPPI AWARD

Anna Grace Purser Andrew Myers
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Now in its second year, The Golden Quills continues to
celebrate the spirit of Southern Miss Business in a way that
feels both meaningful and personal to those in attendance.
What started as a fresh take on our traditional awards
ceremony has quickly become one of the college’s most
anticipated nights, recognizing excellence not only in
achievement, but in character and community impact.

Two new awards made their debut this spring, each
honoring a student whose story and contributions brought
the intentions of the award to life.

The Culture of Kindness Award celebrates a recipient
who goes above and beyond to contribute to the positive
culture we strive to build each day, making our college

a better place simply by being a part of it. This comes
naturally to the inaugural recipient, Ana Ruth Cortés, who
serves as a graduate assistant in the college. A native of
Honduras and a doctoral student in the Human Capital
Development program, Ana Ruth’s quiet acts of generosity,
encouragement, and genuine care for others has left a
lasting impact on our community.

The Scianna Spirit of Business Award pays tribute

to the life and legacy of Mr. Chuck Scianna, whose name
has long been associated with integrity, resilience, and
generosity. The award's first recipient, Clancy Slay, has
embodied those values in every way. Her time at Southern

Miss was marked by deeply personal challenges—but also = Q
by strength and a quiet commitment to finish strong. ' -
FIeE
Scan here to learn more about £ : S ¥ 2 ’:{
1 “"—"‘;‘-*:“! 5 i

The Golden Quills and view a g . =

full list of the award recipients
p Turn to page 14 to read Clancy Slay’s story, Finding Purpose and Being

Your Best Self.

A Round of Applause to The Golden Quills | 47
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CELEBRATING

BUSINESS FACULTY

AND STAFF

‘ Dr. Nell Adkins
Gold Leaf Society Medallion

’ Founders’ Week
¥

Julia Bradley, MPA

2025 Faculty Leadership
Institute Fellows
Faculty and Staff Awards Ceremony

Alexis Cato

Outstanding Staff Member Award
The Golden Quills

Dr. Chris Croft

Joseph A. Greene Excellence
in Teaching Award
The Golden Quills

Business and Economic
Development Service Award
The Golden Quills

Dr. Banu Elmadag

Business Advisory Council
Research Award
The Golden Quills
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Dr. Casey Maugh
Funderburk

Business and Economic
Development Service Award
The Golden Quills

Dr. Ke Gong

Business Advisory Council
Research Award
The Golden Quills

Dr. Abubaker Haddud

Business Advisory Council
Research Award
The Golden Quills

Excellence in Teaching and
Learning — Summer Grants for
Improvement of Instruction
Faculty and Staff Awards Ceremony

Dr. Katharine Howie

Excellence in Teaching and
Learning — Summer Grants for
Improvement of Instruction
Faculty and Staff Awards Ceremony

Dr. Alison Fridley Hubbard

ACUE Distinguished
Teaching Scholars
Faculty and Staff Awards Ceremony



EXPLORING
THE PERCEIVED
USEFULNESS OF
AUTONOMOUS
TRUCKS IN THE

U.S. GULF COAST

Based on research by Drs. Yuanyuan Zhang and Abubaker Haddud

50 | The College of Business and Economic Development




ELECTRONIC
PROPINQUITY

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS AND TASK COMPLEXITY
IN MODERN INFORMATION SOURCES

Based on researc h by Dr. Christopher Zimmer
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THE ROLE OF
INNOVATION AS A
MEDIATOR BETWEEN
FIRM CAPABILITIES
AND PERFORMANCE




oined thern Miss in 2022 as an

essor and program coordinator of Applied Tec
porta&ntributions to the program, its student:

agues. He brought care, curiosity, and a global persp
aching and scholarship, and he will be deeply missed.
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