
In FACE-TO-FACE classes, instructors…
• meet with the class at the location and on the days and at the time specified in SOAR. No other 

meetings can be mandatory.
• require face coverings, social distancing, and other safety precautions in the classroom.

In ASYCHRONOUS ONLINE classes, instructors ...
• cannot require students to attend meetings (regardless of format) scheduled at a specific time.
• cannot require students to come to campus for any reason.
• may hold optional office hours or review sessions at specific times but must provide students 

who are unavailable at those times alternative access that is pedagogically equitable (e.g., 
individual appointments, recorded sessions). 

• should assume that students could be living in different time zones, including internationally, and 
that they may work or have other obligations that make them unavailable to attend any 
meetings scheduled at a specific time. 

• understand that asynchronous online classes are designed to offer students maximum flexibility 
in terms of their schedule, and students often choose these classes for just this reason.

In FACE-TO-FACE + SYCHRONOUS ONLINE classes, instructors…
• can hold meetings with students on the days and time specified in SOAR. No other meetings can 

be mandatory.
• use an online platform (Teams, WebEx, Zoom, etc.) to meet with the class during the specified 

days and time.
• may also meet in person at the location and on the days and time specified in SOAR.
• require face coverings, social distancing, and other safety precautions in the classroom.

In SYCHRONOUS ONLINE classes, instructors…
• meet with the class on the days and time specified in SOAR. No other meetings can be 

mandatory.
• use an online platform (Teams, WebEx, Zoom, etc.) to meet with the class during the 

specified days and time.
• may not require students to come to campus for any reason.
• should assume that students may have other obligations that allow them to attend meetings 

only at the specified times in SOAR.

Ø Courses may not require meetings outside the days/times specified in SOAR. If no time is 
specified in SOAR, then no mandatory meetings may be scheduled at a specific time.

Ø No course can meet on campus unless specified in SOAR with a room number. Students in 
classes that are online (asynchronous/synchronous) cannot be required to come to campus.

Ø Exams must follow rules based on class format and the Registrar’s final exam schedule.

Translating SOAR
Instructor Edition – Fall 2021

Alternative SOAR panel for 
online classes

social distance from

Keep in mind that all aspects of your course must be available to all students. Since students may not be on campus, you should expect them to be anywhere in the world and to have other schedules to work around. Please restrict your 
required activities to the days and times listed in SOAR to be fair to everyone. Asynchronous online courses should plan to make instruction accessible to students with varied schedules, time zones, and availability.


