


Dear Alwmani amd Eriends,

What an amazing year we have had celebrating the
Southern Miss Honors College. July 1, 2026, marks

the official founding of the Southern Miss Honors
College, and our Honors College team enjoyed the
opportunity to commemorate this anniversary with our
alumni, families, and friends this spring. Each person
on our team contributed to the events designed to
highlight the history and future of the Honors College,
and I would be remiss if I did not begin this letter by
thanking them for their expertise, their commitment,
and the joy they bring to supporting students every day.
Rebecca, Laurie, Jaide, Kelli, Jessie, Kyle, Mary, and
Rachel, thank youl!

Our 50th anniversary celebrations would also not have
been possible without the support of the Scianna family,
the Office of the President, the USM Foundation, and
the Alumni Association; our sincerest thanks to all for
believing in what it means to support students in their
research and dedication to academic excellence.

Speaking of our celebrations, I hope you will indulge

me as [ recap the highlights. Over the course of our
celebratory events, we had over 150 alumni and friends
join us to celebrate the Honors College and the amazing
research and creative activities being accomplished

by Southern Miss students. Our History of the Honors

College panel featuring Dr. Maureen Ryan, Dr. Andy
Wiest, Ms. Paula Mathis, and Mr. Byron Glick provided
insights into the history and future of the Honors
College. Keynote speaker, Dr. Chris Anderson, spoke to
alumni and students about the importance of research
in his career and provided sage advice on what it means
to find your passion and commit to meaningful research.
Alumni, faculty, and students also had the opportunity
to view The Prof, a movie written, directed, acted, and
produced by Honors College students alongside the
first dean of the Honors College, Dr. Wallace G. Kay.

Most importantly, we had the opportunity to see our
current Southern Miss students in action as they
presented their research and creative projects at the
Undergraduate Symposium on Research and Creative
Activity. Their work is just one example of the ways
current Honors students continue to excel.

Our sincerest thanks to everyone who celebrated

the Southern Miss Honors College and 50 years

of rigorous, interdisciplinary, and forward-thinking
education. Thank you for sharing your stories with us,
stories that form a living testament to the University’s



belief in intellectual ambition and the
power of education to shape lives across
time. We hope you will all look toward the
next 50 years and help us determine our
priorities in the years and decades to come.
We are always interested in learning from
our alumni about what they valued most
during their time in the Honors College;
please stay engaged and reach out and tell
us how you would like to see the Honors
College move forward!

Dr. Joyce Inman
Honors College

Rachel was born in Missouri but has called Hattiesburg her home since 1999. She
received her bachelor's degree at Southern Miss in social studies education in
2017 and taught high school for five years in school districts across Mississippi.
In 2022, Rachel returned to Southern Miss to work in the Office of Admissions
and subsequently graduated with her Master of Education in student affairs

in 2025. In her spare time, she is an avid reader of fantasy novels, a certified
personal trainer, and a lover of animals.

“My favorite part of working in the Honors College is encouraging prospective Honors students to reach for their
full potential. Helping students, whether through teaching or recruitment, has been my passion for nearly 10
years, and I hope to continue doing this for many years to come.”



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

DR. CHRIS ANDERS TN

Each year, we invite an alumna or alumnus to serve as the keynote speaker for the Undergraduate Symposium
on Research and Creative Activity, and this year our speaker was Honors College alumnus, Dr. Chris Anderson
(1995). While an undergraduate student, Dr. Anderson was involved in multiple activities, including the
Honors Student Association, the Student Alumni Association, and Habitat for Humanity, and he was chosen for
Who’s Who in 1995. His Honors thesis, Induction of Taxol Metabolism in the Rat by Dexamethasone, built upon
his work on a Department of Energy undergraduate research experience at the Medical University of South
Carolina. After earning his bachelor's degree in chemistry as an Honors Scholar, Dr. Anderson earned an M.D.
at Emory University and completed his general surgery residency at Vanderbilt University and his abdominal
transplant fellowship at Washington University in St. Louis.

He joined the University of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC) in 2011 and has served as professor and chair
of the Department of Surgery at UMMC since 2015. He currently holds the James D. Hardy Endowed Chair in
surgery, is medical director for the transplant service line at UMMC, is the surgical director for the Mississippi
Organ Recovery Agency, and serves as the vice chair of the Council of Clinical Chairs at UMMC. In addition, he
has published over 60 research articles, and his research has been cited more than 4,000 times.

During his talk, Dr. Anderson reflected on the importance of learning the basics of research (as well as physics
and chemistry) during his time in the Honors College and how learning these fundamentals, practiced and
mastered over 30 years, has helped him produce innovations in liver transplant surgery. His talk illustrated

the ways he has consciously chosen a professional and personal path of constant curiosity and research in

his efforts to provide patients and their families with life-saving care. He also provided students with advice,
namely to “build a better engine,” by welcoming challenges and embracing the “inflow” of learning challenging
information and skills and then focusing on perfecting the “outflow” of research and creative activity in a
subject about which they are passionate.

In March, Honors College alumni, Dr. Chris and Mrs.
Theresa Anderson, graciously hosted a group of alumni
at their home in Ridgeland.







ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS

Where Are M ow?!

Satma Amer Dawoud

Biochemistry, 2014

Location: Minneapolis, Minnesota

Current role and organization: I graduated medical school
in 2018, then went on to ophthalmology residency, neuro-
ophthalmology fellowship, and then I completed my training

in oculoplastic surgery in the summer of 2025. I just started
my first job out of training in Minneapolis, and I love it.

Tell us a little about your life now and how you like to spend
your time when you aren’t working.

" . )
I had my first child in January of this year, and she is the light BWQ/ ﬂ//nﬂm v

of my life! ) ) "
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How did your experience in the Honors College prepare you

for your current career path?

The Honors College at USM helped me feel like I could

achieve my goal of going to medical school when it seemed very daunting. My faculty mentors gave me
academic support and encouragement. I also had mentoring relationships with upper classmen who were
headed to medical school which was really helpful.

For current Honors College students aspiring to enter your field, what advice would you give based on

your journey since graduation?

Medical training is a long road but worth it in the end! I studied abroad in England and Morocco when I was

at USM, and those were definitely highlights of my time there. It may seem like you have to spend all your

time focusing on getting into medical school, but once
e, B - you start, it’s hard to get time to travel like you can
' in undergrad. The Honors College was instrumental

in helping me get the Gilman Scholarship to fund
my study abroad in Exeter and the Critical Language
Scholarship for going to Morocco.

My family has strong ties to the Southern Miss
community. Like me, my siblings, pictured here at my
wedding in Sedona, also attended USM. My father is
currently serving as an associate professor at USM in
computer engineering.




Amelia Staadman
Meoowan

History (international studies, it was in
history then) and Spanish, 2006

Location: Fayetteville, Arkansas (but currently in
Buenos Aires and Montevideo for the semester)

Current role and organization: Assistant Professor /
Immigration Clinic Director - University of Arkansas
School of Law

Tell us a little about your life now and how you like
to spend your time when you aren’t working.

I am a professor at the University of Arkansas

School of Law in Fayetteville, where I direct the
Immigration Clinic. The clinic gives second- and
third-year law students the opportunity to represent
clients under my supervision. Our clinic focuses on
representing people seeking asylum and other forms
of humanitarian protection in the U.S. My scholarship
focuses on asylum and the Convention Against
Torture, with a strong focus on the Americas.

Outside of work, I enjoy traveling, watching
international soccer (I'm a huge fan of the
Netherlands), sailing, and cooking. My latest cooking
challenge is to cook a dish from all 48 countries
appearing in the upcoming men's World Cup. I'm
almost halfway through!

What are some current projects or initiatives
that you are working on that you're particularly
excited about?

I'm currently
spending my course-
release semester in
Montevideo, Uruguay,
and Buenos Aires,
Argentina, where [ am
building partnerships
with local law schools
and participating

in a fellowship for
academics and other
professionals in the
Americas working on
migration and asylum
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issues. Since asylum is inherently international—

both in terms of its roots in international treaties

and its involvement of the international movement

of people—sharing ideas with partners across the
hemisphere has given me a much broader perspective,
as well as an international community of colleagues
with whom to share ideas and support.

What is your favorite memory from your time in the
Honors College?

I have so many! Outside the classroom, I loved having
so many experiences to broaden my cultural horizons.
I especially enjoyed the Honors Forum speakers—Art
Spiegelman’s talk was a particular highlight—and the
chance to hear our world-class Symphony Orchestra
perform alongside legendary artists like Yo-Yo Ma.
Combining those local cultural experiences with
studying abroad in Vietnam and meeting friends from
all over the world made me a much stronger scholar
and person.

How did your experience in the Honors College
prepare you for your current career path?

The Honors College prepared me for my career in
many ways. [ loved the small classes and the strong,
supportive community of students, faculty, and
staff, and the opportunity to study abroad. One of
the most transformative parts of my experience was
getting to write my Honors thesis. My career today
is a direct result of that research. For my thesis, I
explored the foreign policy origins of USM’s Latin
American Institute—an on-campus English school
opened in the 1940s that served as a tool for U.S.
"cultural diplomacy" during the Cold War. This
project was one of my favorite college experiences;
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the endowment.
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