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"Until the killing of black men, black mothers' sons, becomes as important to the rest of the country as the killing of a white mother's son. We who believe in freedom cannot rest until this happens."  Ella Baker, 1964

After decades of Jim Crow Justice, in 1964 the tables were turned, with the murders of three Civil Rights workers, in Philadelphia, Mississippi.  A turning point in Civil Rights History,  the federal government became involved in a statewide search for the bodies, leading to the first federal prosecution of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and the first successful jury conviction of white officials, in Mississippi, for crimes against black people. 


The struggle for Civil Rights, especially here in Mississippi, has always been an area of interest for me.  This is why I am currently planning to attend college to become a professor of African American Studies, so this very sinister moment in our history – a blight on important work being done for voting registration, and with an outcome that turned the tables of criminal prosecution – seemed like a perfect fit.


My research began last summer, when I was visiting my family in Ohio.  My former community of Findlay holds dear a Black Heritage Public Library, and the founder gave me full access to the many gems of knowledge there.  Additionally, I thoroughly enjoyed increasing my personal library with books purchased from Amazon, as well as borrowing library books, and was fortunate to also access some media sources and oral history interviews.  Having completed a National History Day project about James Meredith’s Integration of Ole Miss a few years ago, one can only imagine how excited I was when I had the opportunity to interview him, about my current project, while he was in South Mississippi on a book tour.  During the summer I also attempted to interview a former member of the Ku Klux Klan, but the man I found told me that, “there are some things you just don’t talk about.”


Having designed the exhibit in my mind last summer, finally having the chance to construct it was long-anticipated and very exciting.  With advice from my art teacher and construction help from my step-dad, I created a cross and fabric, in red and black, to symbolize the Ku Klux Klan.  Putting a unique ‘spin’ on the traditional tri-fold, we secured the cross in a turn table, so both sides of text and visuals would be easily accessible to the audience. It was slightly tricky organizing my information on separate panels, but after deliberation on what was necessary, I finally was pleased.  To help with the organization, and give background information of the event, I used a timeline. The design of my exhibit made it easier to transport.

Widespread publicity about Freedom Summer garnered national attention to racial violence in the South. Outrage over the Philadelphia murders brought in the FBI, as ordered by President Lyndon B. Johnson, and government commitment with regards to ending Klan brutality. Although it has been a long road to racial equality, policing the police and prosecuting the Klan, the 1968 federal hate crime statute was another step in the journey to justice. 
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